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1 A Military Operations Command (MOC) typically consists of ten battalions.  Most MOCs have three Tactical Operations 
Commands (TOCs), made up of three battalions each. 
2 For more on MOC #5, which had been notorious amongst Toungoo civilians for its abuse of villagers, first under commander 
Kaung Mya and then under commander Khin Maung Hsint, see: “Patrols, movement restrictions and forced labour in Toungoo 
District,” KHRG, September 2009; “SPDC spies and the campaign to control Toungoo District,” KHRG, March 2008; “Provoking 
Displacement in Toungoo District: Forced labour, restrictions and attacks,” KHRG, May 2007. 
3 For more on MOC #5, which had been notorious amongst Toungoo civilians for its abuse of villagers, first under commander 
Kaung Mya and then under commander Khin Maung Hsint, see: “Patrols, movement restrictions and forced labour in Toungoo 
District,” KHRG, September 2009; “SPDC spies and the campaign to control Toungoo District,” KHRG, March 2008; “Provoking 
Displacement in Toungoo District: Forced labour, restrictions and attacks,” KHRG, May 2007. 
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4 For more on tactics that target civilians and villagers, see especially: Village Agency: Rural rights and resistance in a 
militarised Karen State, KHRG, November 2008, pp. 116-131.  For more on the use of travel and trade restrictions to target 
villagers in hiding in other parts of Karen State, see: “Starving them out: Food shortages and exploitative abuse in Papun 
District,” KHRG, October 2009.   
5 Further background on the frequency, nature, and consequences of forced labour in Toungoo District is available in: “Patrols, 
movement restrictions and forced labour in Toungoo District”, KHRG, September 2009; for a more general summary of the types 
of forced labour demanded of villagers by the SPDC in Burma, see: Village Agency, pp.43-63. 
6 Further background on the frequency, nature, and consequences of forced labour in Toungoo District is available in: “Patrols, 
movement restrictions and forced labour in Toungoo District”, KHRG, September 2009; for a more general summary of the types 
of forced labour demanded of villagers by the SPDC in Burma, see: Village Agency, pp.43-63. 
7 Set tha; Forced labour as a messenger stationed at army camps or bases and serving as a go-between to deliver orders from 
army officers to village heads, but also involving other menial tasks such as cooking, collecting water and cutting firewood. 
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8 LIB #537 of TOC #1, MOC #5, led by Commander Kaung Htet, was based in Play Hsa Loh during 2009.  KHRG researchers 
report that LIB #537 has recently been rotated out of Toungoo, and LIB #421 of MOC #7 now operates between Play Hsa Loh and 
Klaw Mi Der.   
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9 See: Abuse, Poverty and Migration: Investigating migrants’ motivations to leave Burma, KHRG, June 2009. 
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10 Villagers in northern Karen State continue to be at risk from landmines laid by the SPDC and KNLA.  Landmine Monitor’s 
2009 country report for Burma notes that both of these actors manufacture and use landmines widely, and that “every township” of 
Karen State is hazardous for civilians.  See, Landmine Monitor Report 2009, Landmine Monitor, 2009, pp.1029-1040.  For details 
on the types of landmines used by the SPDC and KNLA, see “Insecurity amidst the DKBA – KNLA conflict in Dooplaya and 
Pa’an districts,” KHRG, February 2009.  In a particularly shocking example of the use of landmines against civilians, on 
September 17th 2009, DKBA soldiers temporarily quartered in a village in Papun District mined approaches to the village, 
including placing at least two mines directly in front a village primary school. See, Grave Violations: Assessing abuses of child 
rights in Karen areas in 2009, KHRG, January 2010, pp.8-9. 
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11 Trade between military-controlled and displaced villages has been highlighted as a key resistance strategy for villagers seeking 
to escape overwhelming exploitation by the SPDC. See, Village Agency, pp.140-142. 
12 For more background on the use of movement restrictions to control the civilian population of Toungoo, see “Attacks, forced 
labour and restrictions in Toungoo District,” KHRG, July 2008. 
13 Such restrictions limiting access to medical services took on added international importance in Papun District during September 
2009, when at least 1,476 villagers were affected by what was eventually determined to be rapidly progressing human influenza 
with an "unusual seasonal peak.”  See, “Statement by BPHWT regarding on FLU out-break in Papun District, Karen State, 
Burma,” Back Pack Health Worker Team, October 2009. On file with KHRG. Before lab tests could be run to establish the nature 
of this flu, at least one group speculated that it could be H1N1 ‘Swine Flu’.  See, "Serious Illness Hits Kachin and Karen 
Children," Burma Campaign UK, September 2009.  For an interesting account of the medical response from health organisations 
operating out of Thailand, see “Local Medics Respond to Flu Outbreak in Karen State,” The Irrawaddy, February 2010. 
14 For more on the way UNSCR 1612 prohibits restrictions on access to humanitarian supplies, see Grave Violations: Assessing 
abuses of child rights in Karen areas during 2009, KHRG, January 2010. 
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15 All conversion estimates for the kyat in this field report are based on the fluctuating informal exchange rate rather than the 
SPDC government’s official fixed rate of US$1 = 6.5 kyat.  As of February 17th 2010 this unofficial rate of exchange was US$1 = 
1011 kyat, and this figure is used for all calculations above. 
16 The Thai Burma Border Consortium (TBBC) gives the figure of 13 checkpoints, each requiring a “toll” on the road between 
Kler Lah and Toungoo; total fees of 190,000 kyat (US$188) were required for a return trip on this road. See: Protracted 
Displacement and Militarisation in Eastern Burma, TBBC, November 2009.  Note that the number of checkpoints may fluctuate 
according to military activity on the road and the establishment of impromptu checkpoints by some army units.   



 

8 

	
�����7�3#
���� ������'�*������#
��7�
 �
	!
%
���&�  ��!������
 �
��� ���	
��
 �!����
�
��
 �
	!
�
�+!�����
"�!����	
	'�
	
������	�
�������
���� 	�
$�
  
���+��� 
���	��(
�
��	
������+����� �
	!
�
�#
�/�+���
!������ �
�
��
"�	
����	�
%
���&� ��!� � 
	!
	����
��	
��
!�
%
�� �
� !������ �
'�.�
'��
������	�
���	
��+	
����
%
	
����
������ �
��7
,4��
 -%
���&�
�
 ��!���� �
��
������"�*+	
 �� �����
 �
	!
� 	
�/
�# �� ���	
!�	
�������
	
?	��+ �
	!
���� ���
��
 �
� �������
���'# � �
	!
%
���&� ��!� �
	!
�+!��.� 
��� ��"�
��
�
�6�
� ��)��#	
���
!���
��� �&�&!��
 #�	���� �
��	
�����.�
	
���	
���� ���	
�+���
	
��
� ������� 	
!�	
���������� 3� �
	!
�
	
���������
 �����	
�?	��+ ��!�����
��� �&�&!	
��!��+	!
�	
���+� �� ������
"� �
	!
%
���&�  ��!��	
�� ��� ����
 �� ���� 3�	!
�
	
�+!��.�
�����"�
��
�
�6�
���+�+� !� �����
	
.#�.�
����������/�+%
���& 48�		��+�  �
��!�� ����
��	
�+�����
 � �
	!
�� ����� �
�C�'# �%
� . �	
�+���
��
��� ��!������ �
���+	
����	�
�
%
���&�)���
����!� �
	!
���C�	
��!6�!� �6�
7�
�� .�	 .�
��
�
 �
	!
	
	'�
��� �
�"/������)�'# ����
%
���,>-	����
%
���&��
�
�)���
��	������ '�
��"�
!�� +��)���	
 �� ������
�� #�!������
����� �
	!
����
 ����� �
��+�%
��%
���	
�+���
��
� ��%
���&�����
�
 ������ �
� �%
	
?	��+	�+	�+!�(!�(%
���&�  ��!����
���+� �
� � �
	!
	
��
������ �
,��-	
.�3#+��� �
��� �+���"�!������+� �
������&�"�
��
�
�6�
���)��#�
	
���
��������	����
��.��
,�
$
��
	��-� �	!��
�
���	 
��
������ �
 �%
���&�!����������
��1��2��
 ��!����
��
������� ���  
	�
��
�
	*��+!��.�
���
��	
��
������ ,B-���
�6�,���$����92:���
-� "�!�������
���� � �
�
���������!�"�!��
��	
������ ����%
���&�����
	'�
,�� -'�
��
	%
�
�����
��
������+���,:-��
%
���&�
�

���	
�+!����	
!�"�
� �� ��!����#.���������
�
��	
��
"� �
��
�� '�
�������	��
��	
���!��
�+ �
	!
� ��
�/
��
��+��� � ���	
��
� ���������
�
�0�
�	!
%
���&��&�&!�	
!�
���	
���	
����
���	�	�+�+����� �
	
�#
��
 � ����	
!���	
���
 �
	!
%
���&�)� ��!� �
	!
���� ��
�)���)�����
����
��+%
���&��
�
	
!����
"#�� ���	
����
��+�
���)
���	!
� ��
	
�����
�������+��� �
�
%
���&���� �
�����
	
 �
	
!���5���
;	
 �
�+
����� ��	
����+	��)���7�� ��������%
	
��
	
���
���	
!�	
������$���
	!
�#+� ��� �������
���
�&�&!� �	
��!��+,��-�����
�������  #��	
���
'�
���� �
	!
%
���&��%
�%
��	
���)����

	
3#+���'��%
	
��
��
�)
�*�
	
�+�����	
 �
	

 � �
	!
%
���&	
�����.�
	
���	
����	
��

������+� 	
��� �������
���&�&!�	
��!��+�
	!
%
���&"�!����	
*�
������ ��!�����
���)�	!�
�
"�����+7���
�/
��
��+���	
��'�*������
����


"���
*���"�!��'�
�+��
��
�	
?	��+�	
������ ����	
�� 
.�
%
��� �
��	
!����
����
���
�� !��������+��	
�"��
,��-!������ �
����"� �
����'��%
�	
��
����� �
�+�+��	! 
�"�%
	
"� ���� �
%
���&�
��
'�
��������
	
�+���
��	!
������&�&!�	
'��	
*��	!
�� 
����
��%
���&����;� ��� �
����.�
	
'��������
"��	
�����	
'��	
*��������������)����� ��!� ��!�	!
� 	
�����	
!��	
����
%
���&��5 ���������)���	
.#�.�
, ���+-�
	
��#
��C� �
	!
� ,��-� �5 �����	
 �
	
!����	
������� � �
	!
� 	
�����+����!6���� #	 �	*���*�
%
����& ��!� �
	!
����� ������	
 �
	
!�����
	!
� "�!��	0����+������ � &�&!� �	
'��	
*��	!
%
���&���.�
��� �&�&!�  #�	!
��
!����'�������"��	
����	�
��
.�
��	
 �
	
!�����
� ,�� -	
�+�#��
���	��
��� �&�&!�	
��!��+ �
	!
�/���
����/�+���
%
���&4D��� �
����.�
 #��	
'��	
*��� !�	
 �
	
!������	�
%
�� �&����;�����'�*����	
!����
�
����
��
��������#���
.�
	
��	
"�� ��
��
�#
�#
��	
�# 
�����
 � ��� ���)���
��
��)� �
	!
�*�
%
���&���
���
	
 �
��
�!����
	
���)
���%
��
��	
'�3#+���
�)
	"�� � �����!������	
 
�����������	
�$���
���*�������
� �
 ��
 � �
	!
%
���&�
                                                
17 See above note 11. 
18 Note that villagers in hiding are usually aware of SPDC troop movements, and have developed their own advance warning 
systems in order to enhance their security living beyond SPDC control.  See: Village Agency, p.137. 
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19 The researcher reporting this incident did not specify whether LIB #427 was responsible for the attack on K---. However, 
according to KHRG’s information, since the beginning of 2010 LIB #427 has been deployed between Gkaw Thay Der and See 
Kheh Der along the Gklay Soh Kee – Buh Sah Kee road (see the table listing the new SPDC units in Toungoo District in the 
introduction of this report). Since Naw Soh and K--- are located along the Gklay Soh Kee – Buh Sah Kee road, and between Gkaw 
Thay Der and See Kheh Der, LIB #427 was likely the unit that carried out the attack. 
20 For more on food insecurity in northern Karen State, see: Food Crisis: The Cumulative Impact of Abuse in Rural Burma, KHRG, 
April 2009; and: “Attacks, Killings, and the Food Crisis in Toungoo District,” KHRG, August 2008. 
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