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Open Letter to the Biden A

istration from 637 & International Civil Society Organizations
and over 220, 000 people of Myanmar

The Honourable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500 May 4, 2022

637 Myanmar & International Civil Society Organizations and over 220, 000 people call on the US to

sanction Myanmar’s oil and gas revenues and stop the bankrolling of the genocidal military junta

On May 12-13, President Biden and ASEAN leaders will meet in Washington, DC and discuss the ongoing
human rights and humanitarian crisis in Myanmar. One year after the Myanmar military agreed to ASEAN’s
Five Point Consensus, it has continued waging violence against the people of Myanmar, brutal crackdown on
the people’s movement in defence of democracy and has consistently blocked humanitarian assistance that
is urgently needed by millions of people across the country while attacking humanitarian and medical
workers. ASEAN itself has made no progress on implementing its Five Point Consensus, which, though well-
intentioned when first made, has degraded into mere talking points with no underlying substance or

legitimacy.

The Biden Administration must move forward without relying on ASEAN to take the lead. Stopping the
humanitarian crisis requires ensuring that the military does not have the resources necessary to perpetuate

or scale up its attacks on the people of Myanmar.

As a priority next step, we call on the Biden Administration to listen to the voices of over 220,000 people and
sanction the Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE). Since taking control of MOGE in February 2021, the
military has seized an estimated USD 1.5 billion in gas revenues. The military’s continued access to these

revenues enables its brutality and disincentivizes it from ending the coup.

The Myanmar people have called for sanctions on MOGE since the beginning of the coup. The United States
has clearly stated that it aims to cut off the military’s access to revenue streams in the President’s Executive

Order 14014, in announcements of sanctions on the military’s State Administrative Council and various state-

owned enterprises, and in the Treasury Department’s January 2022 Business Advisory, among others.

Sanctioning MOGE would be consistent with U.S. policy.
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