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Hpa-an District Short Update: SAC shelling caused
casualties and damages in T'Nay Hsah Township (April 2025)

This Short Update describes events occurring in T'Nay Hsah Township, Hpa-an District, in April 2025.
From April 14" to 17" 2025, State Administration Council (SAC) shelling killed 11 villagers (including eight
women), and injured two other villagers in T'Nay Hsah Township. On April 14" 2025, the SAC shelling
injured a villager from Aa--- village, Noh Hpa Doh village tract. On April 15", SAC shelling killed nine
villagers, including three children, who lived in Ab--- village, Noh Hpa Doh village tract. On April 16" 2025,
the SAC conducted shelling into Ac--- village, Kruh Tuh Hkee village tract, and killed two villagers. On
April 171 2025, the SAC fired a mortar shell into Ad--- village, Noh T’Pweh village tract, and lightly injured
a villager and damaged a water well stand.*

SAC shelling causes casualties in T’'Nay Hsah Township
o April 14" 2025: SAC shelling into Noh Hpa Doh village tract

On April 14" 2025, in the afternoon at around 4 pm, the State Administration Council (SAC)?
indiscriminately fired mortar shells into Aa--- village, Noh Hpa Doh village tract®, T'Nay Hsah
Township, Hpa-an District, and injured a villager named Saw* A--- on his right ankle.

Saw A--- explained [to KHRG]: “In the morning, fighting [between the Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA)® and the SAC] happened in my village [area]. In the afternoon, after the sound of
gunfire had stopped, my mother cooked rice. Later, [she] left [her house] to feed her cattle.”
[After his mother had left the house,] he [Saw A---] went to the toilet [located outside of the
house]. As he was returning from the toilet [at around 4 pm], a mortar shell landed behind the

! The present document is based on information received in April 2025. It was provided by a community member in
Hpan-an District who has been trained by KHRG to monitor human rights conditions on the ground. The names of
the victims, their photos and the exact locations are censored for security reasons. The parts in square brackets are
explanations added by KHRG. This document combines several received reports with the following KHRG internal
log numbers: #25-143-D1, #25-144-D1, #25-144-D2 and #25-146-D1.

2 The State Administration Council (SAC) is the executive governing body created in the aftermath of the February
1st 2021 military coup. It was established by Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on February 2nd 2021, and is
composed of eight military officers and eight civilians. The chairperson serves as the de facto head of government of
Burma/Myanmar and leads the Military Cabinet of Myanmar, the executive branch of the government. Min Aung
Hlaing assumed the role of SAC chairperson following the coup.

3 A village tract is an administrative unit of between five and 20 villages in a local area, often centred on a large
village.

4 ‘Saw’ is a S’gaw Karen male honorific title used before a person’s name.

® The Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) is the armed wing of the Karen National Union (KNU).



toilet, and shrapnel [from the explosion] hit his ankle. He fell [on the ground] immediately [after
he was hit].

He [Saw A---] received treatment [free of charge] in Ae--- village, Noh Hpa Doh village tract,
from a healthcare worker [trained by the Karen Department of Health and Welfare (KDHW)®], as
well as from a traditional medicine healer. Saw A--- and his family members [along with many
other villagers from nearby villages] have fled to Ae--- village.

The mortar shell was a 120 mm shell, and villagers believed it was fired by [SAC] Light Infantry
Battalion (LIB)” #545, [since they are] based in [adjacent] Kruh Tuh [area, Kruh Tuh Township].

KHRG received these photos from a local villager on May 20" 2025. The photos were taken in Ae--- village,
Noh Hpa Doh village tract, T’Nay Hsah Township, Hpa-an District. On May 14" 2025, at around 4 pm, SAC’s
LIB #545 indiscriminately fired mortar shells into Aa--- village, Noh Hpa Doh village tract, and injured a
villager named Saw A--- on his right ankle, as shown in these photos. [Photos: local villager].

° April 15" 2025: SAC shelling into Noh Hpa Doh village tract

On April 15" 2025, between 7 and 8 am, Burma Army soldiers fired a 120 mm mortar shell [into
Ab--- village, Noh Hpa Doh village tract], killing [nine] extended family members who lived in Ab-
-- village. The family members were all Tamil.

According to the village head of Ab--- village named U® B---, in the morning, Karen [KNLA]
soldiers entered the village and told the villagers to move to another place [because there had
been fighting near the village]. Many mortar shells [fired by the SAC] landed near the village, but
they did not injure anyone. However, at about 7 am, [a group of nine] extended family members

6 The Karen Department of Health and Welfare (KDHW) is the health department of the Karen National Union. It
was established in 1956 to address the lack of public healthcare resources in rural Southeast Myanmar. It currently
operates a network of community-based clinics in the region, but its capabilities remain limited due to funding
constraints.

" A Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) comprises 500 soldiers. Most Light Infantry Battalions are under-strength with
less than 200 soldiers, yet up-to-date information regarding the size of battalions is hard to come by, particularly
following the signing of the NCA. LIBs are primarily used for offensive operations, but they are sometimes used for
garrison duties.

8 ‘U’ is a Burmese male honorific title used before a person’s name.



were preparing to flee the village. When they had all gathered inside a car [a jeep], a 120 mm
mortar shell landed on the car, killing seven of them on the spot.

The explosion killed seven people instantly: C--- (27 years old), D--- (35 years old), E--- (32
years old), F--- (22 years old), G--- (9 years old), H--- (7 years old), and I---’s daughter (10
months). Two other people [Maung® J--- (28 years old), and K--- (27 years old)] were still alive
[but injured seriously], so they were sent to Hpa-an hospital [in SAC-controlled Hpa-an Town, in
Hpa-an District]. However, they died on the way. They were buried in Af--- [village], near Hpa-an
Town.

Villagers think that this mortar shell was fired by SAC soldiers based in Kruh Tuh [area] [in Kruh
Tuh Township]. However, the villagers were not sure if it was fired by LIB #545 or LIB #546 [as
both LIBs are based in the area]. [All other villagers from Ab--- village fled the village.]

e April 16™ 2025: SAC shelling into Kruh Tuh Hkee village tract

On April 16™ 2025, at 4 pm, the Burma Army [SAC] conducted shelling into Ac--- village, Kruh
Tuh Hkee village tract, T'Nay Hsah Township, Hpa-an District, and hit Saw L--- and Saw M---
while they were riding their motorcycle to go shopping. Villagers said the mortar shell was 120
mm. While they were unsure which battalion [SAC] fired the shell, they believed the mortar shell
was fired from Kruh Tuh [area].

Saw L--- was killed on the spot. Saw M--- was sent to a clinic but he died on the way. On that
same night, the two were buried [by the village tract leader and other villagers] at Ag---
cemetery, Kruh Tuh Hkee village tract, T"Nay Hsah Township.

These photos wre taken on 16" 2025 by a villager in Ac--- village, Kruh Tuh Hkee village tract, T’"Nay Hsah
Township, Hpa-an District. On May 16™ 2025, at about 4 pm, SAC soldiers conducted shelling into Ac---

® ‘Maung’ is a Burmese male honorific title used before a person’s name.



village, killing Saw L--- and Saw M---. The photo on the left shows the picture of Saw L---’s dead body, and the
photo on the right shows the picture of Saw M---’s dead body, being transported by car to the cemetery before
people buried them. [Photos: Local villager].

. April 17" 2025: SAC shelling into Noh T’Pweh village tract

On April 17" 2025, at 3 pm, the Burma Army fired a mortar shell into Ad--- village, Noh T'Pweh
village tract, T'"Nay Hsah Township. The mortar shell landed in the house compound of a villager
named Saw N--- when he was building a water well. Villagers stated that it was unclear which
[SAC] battalion fired this mortar shell, but local [Karen National Union (KNU)!] authorities
assumed that the mortar shell was fired by the [SAC’s] Military Operations Command (MOC)**
#12, based at the Hlaing Wa army camp [near Kaw T'Ree Town, Kaw T'Ree Township,
Dooplaya District] or Burma Army troops based at Kyaik T'Ta bridge [in Kruh Tuh Township]. ?

The shell landed when Saw N---, Maung O---, and Saw P--- were mixing cement to build the
water well. The shrapnel hit the water well’s stands and nearby trees. One person [Saw N---]
was lightly injured by sand and stone [sent into the air by the mortar shell explosion]. A KNU
Township leader stated that the shell casing separated from the nose of the shell in the air and
that the shell was not a 120 mm shell.

During fighting with the KNLA near Kruh Tuh and Kaw T'Ree Towns, the Burma Army
indiscriminately conducted shelling onto the village and not at their enemy [the KNLA].

IE—

KHRG == o N
These photos were taken on April 17" 2025, in Ad--- village, Noh T’Pweh village tract, T’Nay Hsah Township,
Hpa-an District. On April 17 2025, at 3 pm, the Burma Army fired a mortar shell into Ad--- village that landed
in Saw N---’s house compound when he was building a water well. The photo on the left shows the damaged
water well stands. The photo on right shows Saw N---’s arm, which was lightly injured by the fragments of a
stone due to the shell explosion. [Photo: KHRG].

10 The Karen National Union (KNU) is the main Karen political organisation. It was established in 1947 and has
been in conflict with the government since 1949. The KNU wields power across large areas of Southeast Myanmar
and has been calling for the creation of a democratic federal system since 1976. Although it signed the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) in 2015, following the 2021 coup staged by Burma Army leaders, the KNU officially
stated that the NCA has become void.

11 Military Operations Command (MOC) is comprised of ten battalions for offensive operations. Most MOCs have
three Tactical Operations Commands (TOCs) made up of three battalions each.

12 See also: KHRG, “Dooplaya District Incident Report: SAC shelling killed a villager in Kruh Tuh Township, April
2025.”, May 2025



https://khrg.org/2025/05/25-127-i1/dooplaya-district-incident-report-sac-shelling-killed-villager-kruh-tuh-township
https://khrg.org/2025/05/25-127-i1/dooplaya-district-incident-report-sac-shelling-killed-villager-kruh-tuh-township

Further background reading on the situation on SAC Shelling Attacks in Southeast
Burma/Myanmar can be found in the following KHRG reports:

e Striking Fear: Impacts of State Administration Council (SAC) shelling on villagers’ lives in
Southeast Burma (January to October 2023), December 2023.

e “Dooplaya District Incident Report: SAC shelling killed a villager in Kruh Tuh Township”,
April 2025.

e “Taw Oo District Situation Update: SAC shelling, drone attacks, forced recruitment,
threats, and other military activity, causing casualties and livelihood challenges in Htaw
Ta Htoo and Daw Hpah Hkoh Townships (November 2024 to January 2025)”, May 2025

About KHRG

Founded in 1992, Karen Human Rights Group is an independent local organisation committed
to improving the human rights situation in Southeast Burma. KHRG trains local people to

document and gather evidence of human rights abuses, and publishes this information to
project the voices, experiences and perspectives of local communities. More examples of our
work can be seen online at www.khrg.org.



https://www.khrg.org/2023/12/23-5-bp1/striking-fear-impacts-state-administration-council-sac-shelling-villagers%E2%80%99-lives
https://www.khrg.org/2023/12/23-5-bp1/striking-fear-impacts-state-administration-council-sac-shelling-villagers%E2%80%99-lives
https://www.khrg.org/2025/05/25-127-i1/dooplaya-district-incident-report-sac-shelling-killed-villager-kruh-tuh-township
https://www.khrg.org/2025/05/25-336-s1/taw-oo-district-situation-update-sac-shelling-drone-attacks-forced-recruitment
https://www.khrg.org/2025/05/25-336-s1/taw-oo-district-situation-update-sac-shelling-drone-attacks-forced-recruitment
https://www.khrg.org/2025/05/25-336-s1/taw-oo-district-situation-update-sac-shelling-drone-attacks-forced-recruitment
http://www.khrg.org/




