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Dooplaya District Incident Report: Child rape in Noh T'Kaw
Township, November 2020

This Incident Report describes a rape case that occurred in K--- village, M--- village tract,” Noh T'Kaw
[Kyainseikgyi] Township, Dooplaya District on November 24™ or 25" 2020. An eight-year-old girl was
raped by a man who lived under the same roof while her parents were away. The father of the survivor
reported the case to the village leaders. The perpetrator was arrested by the local authorities on
November 30" 2020, but managed to escape on November 31% 2020. Local authorities have still not
apprehended him, thus no further legal proceedings have been undertaken. The survivor still suffers from
the psychological and physical effects of the rape. She has not received any support or counselling for
her trauma.

Part 1 — Incident Details

Type of Incident Sexual violence against a child
Date of Incident(s) | November 24" or 25™ 2020
Incident Location K--- village, M--- village tract, Noh T'Kaw Township, Dooplaya District

(Village, Township
and District)

Victim Information

e, Naw® B---
Age 8

Sex Female
Nationality Karen
Family Single
Occupation Schoolchild
Religion Buddhist
Position -

Village K---

L A village tract is an administrative unit of between five and 20 villages in a local area, often centred on a large
village.

% The present document is based on information received on December 21* 2020. It was provided by a community
member in Dooplaya District who has been trained by KHRG to monitor human rights conditions on the ground.
The names of the victims, their photos and the exact locations are censored for security reasons. The parts in square
brackets are explanations added by KHRG.

¥ Naw is a S'gaw Karen female honorific title used before a person's name.



Perpetrator Information (Civilians)

Name(s) Occupation Village

Saw” H--- Farmer K--- village, M--- village tract, Noh
T'’Kaw Township, Dooplaya District

Part 2 - Information Quality

1. Explain in detail how you collected this information.

A villager phoned [a KHRG researcher] and informed him about this case. [This KHRG
researcher] contacted me [another KHRG researcher] and reported it to me. On December 19™
2020, | went to K--- village to interview the village head and the family of the survivor.

2. Explain how the source verified this information.

The village head was involved in handling the case. The other sources are relatives of the
survivor.

Part 3 — Complete Description of the Incident

Describe the Incident(s) in complete detail.

This incident happened on November 24™ or 25™ 2020 in K--- village, M--- village tract, Noh
T'’Kaw Township [this area is controlled by the Karen National Union].> The victim is Naw B---,
an eight-year-old girl. The perpetrator is Saw H---. He came to live in the village during the
rainy season 2020 [June to October]. At the time of the incident, he was living with the
survivor’'s family and working on farms with them.

On November 24™ 2020, Naw B---'s parents went to a funeral in W--- village. They left their
four young children home alone. Her father told KHRG: “Saw H--- followed us. He didn’t stay
with us. He went back [to K--- village] just a moment after we arrived at the village [W---
villtﬁge]. My wife and | came back at midnight. We arrived at our home at 2 am [on November
25" 2020].”

When the parents reached home, they found Naw B--- crying. Saw H--- was sleeping in the
house. Confronted with this strange situation, the father asked Saw H---: “Why is the kid
crying? Did you do anything to her?” Saw H--- responded that he did not do anything. The
father then asked his daughter about what had happened. His daughter responded: “I am
afraid of this person [Saw H---]1.” Her father asked Naw B--- what he had done to her.
According to him, she replied: “He had sex with me!” [it is unclear what exact words the
survivor originally used to describe her ordeal]. The survivor’s father added: “She would cry in
fear whenever she saw him.”

Immediately, his wife checked her daughter’s genitalia and found semen inside. The buttocks
of the survivor were also wet, and she had sustained genital injuries. Later that morning, Naw
B--- told her parents that her abdomen and lower back were hurting, and that she felt pain
while urinating.

* Saw is a S'gaw Karen male honorific title used before a person's name.

® The Karen National Union (KNU) is the main Karen political organisation. It was established in 1947 and has been
in conflict with the government since 1949. The KNU wields power across large areas of Southeast Myanmar and
has been calling for the creation of a democratic federal system since 1976. Although it signed the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement in 2015, relations with the government remain tense.




The survivor's father reported the case to the village leaders on the afternoon of November
25" 2020. Saw H--- went into hiding, but was eventually arrested by the village authorities on
the evening of November 30" 2020. They took him to the village tract leaders, but he escaped
on November 31%' 2020 at around 11 pm. He was still on the run as of January 11" 2021. The
K--- village head said that he could not be found and that there was no information about his
whereabouts.

The village head added that he has afraid of Saw H--- because, before his escape, Saw H---
told him: “You are the village head. If you do something wrong, it will impact you [the original
formulation in Karen makes it clear that this is a threat].” Since Saw H--- could not be found,
the village head is worried that the perpetrator might retaliate against him, the survivor, her
family or other villagers. The survivor’s family also has the same fear.

Her father took Naw B--- to the Myanmar government Kyeikdon hospital a week after the
incident. The doctor in the hospital checked her genital injuries, prescribed her medication for
five days and set up another appointment. However, the doctor did not provide any further
information about her condition to the parents. She did not benefit from counselling services to
recover from the trauma of the incident.

According to a discussion between the parents of the survivor and a KHRG researcher on
December 19" 2020, the survivor still suffers from the psychological and physical effects of the
rape. Her behaviour has changed and she still complains about abdominal pain. Her skin has
turned pale since the incident and she usually does not want to talk to or answer questions
from her parents. When she does answer, her responses are incoherent. She lives in fear and
is afraid to walk around the village.

The local village tract security guards are looking for Saw H---, but they could not find him yet.
Naw B---'s father said that he wants the local authorities to capture the perpetrator and to take
action regarding this child rape case. He also wants the leaders to find a way to help her
daughter access appropriate physical and mental healthcare services.

[This case was not reported to the Karen National Police Force.® The family of the survivor and
the local authorities are now receiving assistance from a KHRG researcher in order to report
this case to the Karen National Union’ District authorities.]

Part 4 - Permission for Using the Details

Did the victim(s) provide permission to use this information? Explain how that
permission was provided.

The family of the survivor and the village head allowed KHRG to use this information

® The Karen National Police Force is the law enforcement agency of the Karen National Union. It was established in
1991.

" The Karen National Union (KNU) is the main Karen political organisation. It was established in 1947 and has been
in conflict with the Burma/Myanmar government since 1949. The KNU wields power across large areas of
Southeast Myanmar and has been calling for the creation of a democratic federal system since 1976. Although it
signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement in 2015, relations with the government remain tense.



Further background reading on sexual violence against children in Southeast Myanmar can be
found in the following KHRG reports:

e “Dooplaya District Incident Report: Child rape case in Noh T'Kaw Township, July 2020",
November 2020.

e “Southeast Myanmar Field Report: COVID-19, armed conflict, landmines and sexual
violence, January to June 2020", September 2020.

e “Mu Traw District Incident Report: Child rape by a BGF soldier in Dwe Lo Township,
June 2020", July 2020.

About KHRG

Founded in 1992, the Karen Human Rights Group is an independent local organisation

committed to improving the human rights situation in Southeast Myanmar. KHRG trains local
people to document and gather evidence of human rights abuses, and publishes this
information to project the voices, experiences and perspectives of local communities. More
examples of our work can be seen online at www.khrg.org.



https://www.khrg.org/2020/11/20-104-i1/dooplaya-district-incident-report-child-rape-case-noh-t%E2%80%99kaw-township-july-2020
https://www.khrg.org/2020/09/20-1-f1/southeast-myanmar-field-report-covid-19-armed-conflict-landmines-and-sexual-violence
https://www.khrg.org/2020/09/20-1-f1/southeast-myanmar-field-report-covid-19-armed-conflict-landmines-and-sexual-violence
https://www.khrg.org/2020/07/20-69-i1/mu-traw-district-incident-report-child-rape-bgf-soldier-dwe-lo-township-june-2020
https://www.khrg.org/2020/07/20-69-i1/mu-traw-district-incident-report-child-rape-bgf-soldier-dwe-lo-township-june-2020
http://www.khrg.org/
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