KH RG Karen Human Rights Group
Documenting the voices of villagers in rural Burma
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This News Bulletin describes a recent attack that occurred in Lu Thaw Township, Hpapun District in
February 2015 by Tatmadaw soldiers against six home guards. As the home guards (a locally
organised group charged with protecting civilians) were going to check on a rations convoy sent by
the Tatmadaw through KNU controlled area they were ambushed by Tatmadaw soldiers. One home
guard was killed at the scene while a second home guard was injured. According to a community
member who met with the home guards, the Tatmadaw are only allowed to travel 50 yards away from
their vehicle road. This incident occurred 200 yards away from that same road.”
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! This News Bulletin was written by KHRG office staff and is based on information from a community member

from Hpa-an District who has been trained by KHRG to monitor local human rights conditions. In order to increase
the transparency of KHRG methodology and more directly communicate the experiences and perspectives of
villagers in eastern Burma/Myanmar, KHRG aims to make all field information received available on the KHRG
website once it has been processed and translated, subject only to security considerations. For additional reports
categorised by Type, Issue, Location and Year, please see the Related Readings component following each report on
KHRG’s redesigned Website.
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Further background reading on the situation in Hpapun District can be found in the following
KHRG reports:

“Hpapun Situation Update: Bu Tho Township, October to November 2014,” (April 2015)
“Tatmadaw artillery fire directed at villagers working on hill field farms in Hpapun District,
February 2015,” (March 2015)

e “Hpapun Interview: Saw A---, January 2013,” (February 2015)

“Ongoing militarisation of southeastern Burma/Myanmar, since the January 2012
ceasefire agreement between the Karen National Union (KNU) and the Burma/Myanmar
government,” (February 2015)

“Hpapun Situation Update: Bu Tho Township, October 2014,” (February 2015)
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