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Forced relocation and destruction of villagers’ shelters by 
Burma/Myanmar government officials and police in Hpa-an 

Township, Thaton District, June 2015 
 

 
This News Bulletin describes an incident in which the Burma/Myanmar government police force and 
Burma/Myanmar Department of Forest Management destroyed and burnt down 97 villager houses, 
displacing approximately 500 villagers in B--- village, Hpa-an Township, Thaton District in June 2015. 
Despite holding Karen National Union (KNU) issued land grants, villagers were ordered by the 
Burma/Myanmar government to move out of their village since the government demarcated the area 
as a forest reserve. However, villagers reported that this land was the location of their old village, 
which they had to leave behind in 1983 during altercations between the Tatmadaw and the Karen 
National Liberation Army (KNLA). The villagers also noted that even though the government 
demarcated the land as a forest reserve, there are no big teak or ironwood trees there. In addition, 
businessmen from Hpa-an Town came and planted rubber trees and the Tatmadaw sometimes use 
the area for target practice. The Chief Minister of Kayin State, U Zaw Min, threatened villagers into 
signing a document stating they agree to dismantle their houses and would not live on that land 
anymore. In attempting to prevent the destruction of their village, villagers sought help from Saw P---, 
who attempted to advocate on their behalf, to no avail. When the villagers refused to dismantle their 
village, the Burma/Myanmar government police arrested 25 villagers, one monk and one KNU/KNLA-
Peace Council (KNU/KNLA-PC) member and continued to raid the village, burning and looting 
villagers’ houses, and planting teak trees. In the aftermath of the raid, approximately 100 villagers 
fled to Myawaddy with the help of Saw P---, since they do not dare to live in the village any longer. A 
KHRG researcher also interviewed one of the fleeing villagers and a full interview can be found here.
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For an in-depth analysis of recent trends in land confiscation in southeast Burma/Myanmar see 
KHRG’s latest thematic report, “’With only our voices, what can we do?’: Land confiscation and local 
response in southeast Myanmar.”  
 

 
On July 5th and 6th 2015, members of Karen Human Rights Group (KHRG), Karen 
Environmental and Social Action Network (KESAN) and Karen Women Organisation (KWO) met 
with the villagers from B--- village, Hpa-an Township, Thaton District whose houses were 
destroyed and burnt down by the Burma/Myanmar government police force from Myaing Ka Lay 
Town between June 22nd and June 25th 2015. The villagers recounted in detail how the incident 
unfolded and the strategies they used.  
 

                                                
1 This News Bulletin was written by KHRG office staff and is based on information from a community member 
who has been trained by KHRG to monitor local human rights conditions. In order to increase the transparency of 
KHRG methodology and more directly communicate the experiences and perspectives of villagers in southeast 
Burma/Myanmar, KHRG aims to make all field information received available on the KHRG website once it has 
been processed and translated, subject only to security considerations. For additional reports categorised by Type, 
Issue, Location and Year, please see the Related Readings component following each report on KHRG’s website. 

http://www.khrg.org/2015/08/15-58-a8-i1/thaton-interview-ma-july-2015
http://www.khrg.org/2015/06/with-only-our-voices-what-can-we-do-land-confiscation-and-local-response
http://www.khrg.org/2015/06/with-only-our-voices-what-can-we-do-land-confiscation-and-local-response
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Background of D--- village  
D--- village is located on both sides of the main vehicle road from Hpa-an Town to Yangon, in 
Kaw Yin A Htet village tract, Hpa-an Township, Thaton District. The village is a Karen village in 
which villagers mostly earn their livelihoods from subsistence farming. D--- village is divided into 
two parts, B--- and C---. B--- is the upper, or eastern part of D--- village, while C--- is the lower, 
or western part of the same village. The two parts are separated by the vehicle road. B--- is a 
disputed territory, as it has been designated as a forest reserve by the Burma/Myanmar 
government despite villagers proclaiming it as their inherited land and place of residence.  
 
The history of the dispute can be traced back to October 1983, when Commander Myint Thein 
from Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) Brigade #1 (Thaton District) passed through B--- 
area and kidnapped a French couple.2 The husband was an engineer who came to build a 
cement factory in Myaing Ka Lay Town. Commander Myint Thein took them to Manerplaw, Hpa-
an District, where the headquarters of the Karen National Union (KNU) was located. The 
villagers did not dare stay in their houses along this road for fear of a Tatmadaw retaliation to 
the kidnapping and decided to move far from the vehicle road to C--- village. Since then, the 
Burma/Myanmar government confiscated the land on which B--- village stood, demarcating it as 
Myaing Ka Lay Forest Reserve. 
 
Even though the government demarcated the village area as a forest reserve, there are in fact 
no teak or ironwood trees in the area. Moreover, wealthy individuals from Hpa-an Town colluded 
with people of authority from the Burma/Myanmar Department of Forest Management and 
planted rubber trees for commercial purposes in the area. The elite businessmen have a vested 
interest in this land as it is close to the main road. In addition, the Tatmadaw has also been 
using the area as a firing range for target practice. As a result of these actions by the 
Burma/Myanmar government and wealthy individuals, the area available for villagers’ livelihoods 
became much smaller. 
 
Forest reserve 

                                                
2
 On October 15th 1983, the KNU kidnapped a French engineer, Jacques Bossu and his wife, who were working in 

Myaing Ka Lay Town. The couple were taken by the KNU through Kaw Yin A Htet village tract on their way to 
Manerplaw, Hpa-an District. The KNU then demanded that the French government cease all aid to Burma/Myanmar 
if they wish to guarantee their release. Despite their demands not being met, the KNU freed the couple on 
humanitarian grounds on November 25th 1983. For more details see “Burma: Anti-Government Rebels Free 
Kidnapped French Couple,” Reuters, November 1983.  

  
These photos were taken on July 6th 2015, in B--- village, Kaw Yin A Htet village tract, Hpa-an Township, Thaton 
District. The photos show signboards put up by the Burma/Myanmar Department of Forest Management in the Myaing 
Ka Lay Forest Reserve. The first signboard reads, “Ministry of Environmental Conservation and Forestry, Department of 

Forest Management, Myaing Ka Lay Forest Reserve area, 8,413.33 acres, Kayin State, Hpa-an Township.” The second 
signboard reads, “Warning of prohibited [activities in] Myaing Ka Lay Forest Reserve. According to the Forest Law 

http://www.itnsource.com/shotlist/RTV/1983/11/27/BGY601020641/?s=*
http://www.itnsource.com/shotlist/RTV/1983/11/27/BGY601020641/?s=*
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Following the 2012 ceasefire,3 the B--- villagers submitted application forms to the 
Burma/Myanmar government of Kayin State in order to obtain land titles to be able to stay and 
work on their lands in B--- village, but received no reply. They also submitted an application 
specifically addressed to the chief minister of Kayin State, U Zaw Min, and to the KNU. The 
price of the land in the area began rising after 2010, as the military government was replaced by 
a semi-civilian government, which opened up the area for business and development. The 
villagers submitted their applications as soon as the political situation enabled them, since they 
knew wealthy individuals would continue to buy the land from under them.  
 
The Burma/Myanmar government officials told the villagers that they would work on their behalf 
to get their land back, but no progress was made in addressing the B--- villagers’ specific 
request. Meanwhile, the Burma/Myanmar government did provide an opportunity for any 
landless people in Kaw Yin A Htet village tract to obtain land grants. The Burma/Myanmar 
government set aside 20.8 acres of land in Shwe Ni area in Kaw Yin A Htet village tract, Hpa-an 
Township and allowed any landless people in the village tract, including B--- villagers, to enter a 
draw to obtain plots of land there. However, the area offered by the government in Shwe Ni was 
far away from the B--- villagers’ place of residence and was not the land that the B--- villagers 
were asking for, so none of the B--- villagers took the offer. When they realised the 
Burma/Myanmar government was unwilling to grant the B--- land to them, the village head and 
the farm owners requested the KNU to come and demarcate the land, instead. Therefore, the 
Agriculture Department of the KNU measured the land and provided the land titles to the 
villagers on October 18th 2014.   
 
Government land-grant in Shwe Ni area 

                                                
3 On January 12th 2012, a preliminary ceasefire agreement was signed between the KNU and Burma/Myanmar 
government in Hpa-an. Negotiations for a longer-term peace plan are still under way. For updates on the peace 
process, see the KNU Stakeholder webpage on the Myanmar Peace Monitor website. For KHRG's analysis of 
changes in human rights conditions since the ceasefire, see Truce or Transition? Trends in human rights abuse and 

local response since the 2012 ceasefire, KHRG, May 2014. In March 2015, the seventh round of the negotiations for 
a national ceasefire between the Burma/Myanmar government and various ethnic armed actors have begun in 
Yangon, see “Seventh Round of Nationwide Ceasefire Negotiations,” Karen National Union Headquarters, March 
18th 2015. Following the negotiations, the KNU held a central standing committee emergency, see “KNU: 
Emergency Meeting Called To Discuss Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement And Ethnic Leaders’ Summit,” Karen 

News, April 22nd 2015. 

article #40: (a) Trespassing and living on the forest reserve, (b) Grazing or trespassing livestock on the forest reserve 

and (c) Cutting down trees, clearing the land, digging the soil or destroying any natural features of the land is 

prohibited. Trespassing on the forest reserve will be prosecuted to the full extent of the Forest Law. Department of Forest 

Management, Hpa-an Town.” [Photos: KHRG] 

  

http://www.mmpeacemonitor.org/component/content/article/57-stakeholders/161-knu
http://www.khrg.org/2014/05/truce-or-transition-trends-human-rights-abuse-and-local-response
http://www.khrg.org/2014/05/truce-or-transition-trends-human-rights-abuse-and-local-response
http://www.knuhq.org/seventh-round-of-nationwide-ceasefire-negotiations/
http://karennews.org/2015/04/knu-emergency-meeting-called-to-discuss-nationwide-ceasefire-agreement-and-ethnic-leaders-summit.html/
http://karennews.org/2015/04/knu-emergency-meeting-called-to-discuss-nationwide-ceasefire-agreement-and-ethnic-leaders-summit.html/
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The incident 
Following the demarcation of the land by the KNU, the villagers from B--- village went to the 
area and with the leadership of the senior monk of E--- monastery, Monk G---, cut down the 
rubber trees that had been planted by the wealthy individuals on their lands. Consequently, they 
were accused of violating Article #40 (a) of the 1992 Forest Law4 and each villager had to pay 
10,000 kyat (US $8.59)5 as a fine to the police. 
    
In January 2015, villagers went back to the area and started to build houses and live in the area. 
On February 1st 2015, U Zaw Min, the chief minister of Kayin State, summoned 15 of these 
villagers to his office and ordered them to sign an agreement stating that the villagers will 
dismantle the houses by June 21st 2015 and will not live on that land anymore. According to the 
villagers who were summoned by U Zaw Min, “He looked very aggressive and he punched the 
table repeatedly when he was speaking.” The villagers told a KHRG member that they did not 
want to sign the agreement, but U Zaw Min threatened to put the villagers in jail, therefore they 
had no choice but to sign the document.  
 
After the incident, Monk G--- requested the help Saw P---. A KHRG member met with Saw P--- 
who related the course of events. “On February 2nd 2015, Monk G---, senior monk of E--- 
monastery, phoned me and told me that there is a land problem in B--- village and requested my 
help. I heard that U Zaw Min, the chief minister of Kayin State, summoned the villagers, 
threatened them, and also scolded them. Therefore, I replied to him that I will help them. Then, I 
went to the village with my colleagues and met with the villagers. I also visited the place [the 
land the villagers had reclaimed] and I saw old farms, the rice paddy bunds and a monastery 
that burnt down. I was very sad when I saw the monastery that burnt down. I also got more 
energy [to pursue the villagers’ plight] when I saw the old farms and bunds [which testified to the 
truth that the villagers used to work and live there]. After visiting the area, I tried to work with the 

                                                
4
 Article 40 of the 1992 Forest Law, which governs forest reserves states, “Whoever commits any of the following 

acts shall, on conviction be punished with a fine which may extend to 5,000 kyat (US $4.30) or with imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to 6 months or with both.” Article 40 (a) lists the act of “trespassing and encroaching in 
a reserved forest.” Although this law states that they may be fined up to 5,000 kyat (US $4.30), villagers were 
charged twice the amount, presumably because their only source of information on the law comes from a sign that 
was put up in the forest reserve, which omits the lawfully permitted punishment. 
5 All conversion estimates for the kyat in this report are based on the August 3rd 2015 official market rate of 
1,167.00 kyat to the US $1.  

  
These photos were taken by a KHRG member on July 6th 2015, in Shwe Ni area, Kaw Yin A Htet village tract, Hpa-an 
Township, Thaton District. The photos shows the 20.8 acres of land which the Burma/Myanmar government provided to 
the landless people of Shwe Ni. The villagers who built the houses on this land are people who won the draw for the land 
which was organised by Burma/Myanmar government officials. B--- villagers were offered to enter this draw, but refused 
due to this area being far away from their village and their connection to their ancestral land in B---. [Photos: KHRG] 

http://displacementsolutions.org/wp-content/uploads/THE-FOREST-LAW-1992.pdf
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villagers and submitted an application to the relevant Burma/Myanmar government department. 
But after the water festival in April 2015, the KNU/KNLA-PC [KNU/Karen National Liberation 
Army - Peace Council]6 came in and said that they do not want me to participate in this case. 
Therefore, I signed out [stopped acting on behalf of villagers] and waited to see [how] the 
situation [would turn out]. I was worried about what would happen in the future. But on June 2nd 
2015, a villager phoned me and told me that the police came into the village and arrested 23 
villagers and one monk [therefore I became involved again]. On June 12th 2015, U Zaw Min 
summoned me and told me that he would demarcate a place and provide the document [land 
title] for the villagers to live on it [outside the contested B--- village]. He also said that he would 
help the villagers with moving their possessions [arrange trucks for them]. But I told him to make 
sure to provide documents and demarcate specific plots for each household, otherwise 
problems will occur among villagers and he agreed. But he did not do anything yet, as of June 
21st 2015. Therefore the villagers could not move [out of B--- village]. I went to Naypyidaw on 
June 22nd 2015 and a villager phoned me and told me that the police came and destroyed the 
houses. I arrived back to the village at 8:00 pm that night and I saw the houses that had been 
destroyed by the police. I saw some villagers in the monastery and they told me that they dare 
not live in the village anymore because they are afraid that the police will come and arrest them. 
Therefore, I took them to Myawaddy and then I submitted this case to the KNU.”  
 
Burma/Myanmar police force wielding guns in B--- village 

                                                
6
 The KNU/KNLA Peace Council (also called the Karen Peace Council or KPC), is an armed group based in Htoh 

Gkaw Ko, Hpa-an District, which split from the Karen National Union (KNU) in 2007 and subsequently refused to 
comply with orders from the then-SPDC government to transform its forces into the Tatmadaw Border Guard. See: 
“KPC to be outlawed if it rejects BGF,” Burma News International, August 30th 2010.  

  

  

http://e-archive.bnionline.net/index.php/news/kic/9264-kpc-to-be-outlawed-if-it-rejects-bgf.html
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When the KHRG member met with the villagers, villagers reported that the police came and 
arrested 24 villagers on June 2nd 2015 and detained them in jails in Taung Ka Lay and Hpa-an 
towns. The police accused the villagers of encroachment.  
 
On June 22nd 2015, a large number of police officers and authorities from the Department of 
Forest Management of the Burma/Myanmar government came into the village and dismantled 
the houses. They destroyed the houses with chainsaws and burnt down the houses of villagers, 
including a school that the villagers had built on their own. The police also arrested three 
villagers on that day, totalling 27 people in the course of the raids on B--- village. Among those 
arrested was Saw Michael, the Deputy Commander of KNU/KNLA-PC Battalion #776, and a 
monk. There are some villagers who are still wanted by the police but they have so far 
successfully evaded arrest. The police and Department of Forest Management representatives 
came again on June 23rd, 24th and 25th 2015, destroying and burning down houses. Some of 
them planted teak trees while the others continued destroying and burning the remaining 
houses.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
These photos were taken by a B--- villager on June 9th 2015, in B--- village, Kaw Yin A Htet village tract, Hpa-an 
Township, Thaton District. The photos show the Burma/Myanmar police force, who came to B--- village on June 9th 
2015 and ordered villagers to dismantle their houses and leave the place permanently. The last two pictures show a 
document in which one of the B--- villagers recorded the incidents that took place between March and June 2015. 
According to the document, prior to the June 9th incident, the Burma/Myanmar government police force and the local 
Burma/Myanmar government authorities had come to B--- village on five different occasions during which they arrested 
villagers and took villagers’ belongings. The police officers also went into the villagers’ houses without taking off their 
shoes and searched all the houses for villagers they wanted to arrest. [Photos: B--- villager] 
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Houses are burnt down 

 
  

  

  

  
These photos were taken by a B--- villager on June 26th 2015, in B--- village, Kaw Yin A Htet village tract, Hpa-an 
Township, Thaton District. The photos show the remnants of the village, which was destroyed and burnt by the 
Burma/Myanmar police force and officials from the Burma/Myanmar Department of Forest Management between June 
22nd and June 25th 2015. According to the B--- villagers, 97 houses were burnt down within four days, in addition to the 
78 houses the villagers destroyed on their own, totaling 175 destroyed houses and displacing approximately 500 villagers. 
[Photos: B--- villager] 
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Teak trees planted 

 
According to the villagers, 97 houses were destroyed by the police in addition to another 78 
houses that were dismantled by villagers themselves prior to the June 21st deadline given to 
them. As a result of these events over 500 people were displaced. Some villagers ran into the 
jungle and some villagers went back to C--- village. The police also took two motorbikes, one 
solar panel, two batteries, two TVs and two grass cutters that belonged to the B--- villagers, in 
addition to taking 900,000 kyat (US $771.21) from B--- villager U H---’s house for themselves.  
 
Houses are being burnt 

  
These photos were taken by a B--- villager on June 26th 2015, in B--- village, Kaw Yin A Htet village tract, Hpa-an 
Township, Thaton District. The photos show young teak trees, which were planted by the officials from the 
Burma/Myanmar Department of Forest Management when they destroyed and burnt down villagers’ houses between 
June 22nd and June 25th 2015. [Photos: B--- villager] 
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Within four days, the police had dismantled and burnt down all the houses in B---. They had 
previously ordered the villagers to dismantle their own houses prior to June 22nd 2015, before 
they came and destroyed them themselves. Only a few villagers obeyed the order and 
dismantled their houses prior to the arrival of the police in the village, but most villagers did not. 
Over 30 households, amounting to approximately 100 villagers, fled to Myawaddy with the help 
of Saw P---, since they do not dare to live in the village anymore, and they are afraid that the 
police could come and arrest them at any moment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
These photos were taken by a B--- villager on June 22nd 2015, in B--- village, Kaw Yin A Htet village tract, Hpa-an 
Township, Thaton District. The first photo captures the burning of a B--- villager’s house, while the second photo shows 
the smouldering remains of another villager’s home. Both of these houses, as well as the rest of the houses in B--- village 
were destroyed and burnt by the Burma/Myanmar police force and officials from the Burma/Myanmar Department of 
Forest Management between June 22nd and June 25th 2015. According to the B--- villagers, 97 houses were burnt down 
within four days, in addition to the 78 houses that villagers felt compelled to destroy themselves prior to the June 21st 
deadline given to them by Chief Minister of Kayin State U Zaw Min. These events have displaced approximately 500 
villagers. [Photos: KHRG] 
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KNU land grants 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
These photos were taken by a KHRG member on July 6th 2015. The first photo shows a land grant that was provided by 
the KNU to the B--- villagers on October 18th 2014. The second photo shows a complaint letter that B--- villagers 
submitted after their houses were destroyed and burnt down by the Burma/Myanmar government police and officials 
from the Department of Forest Management. This particular letter was submitted to the KNU liaison office in Hpa-an 
Town. [Photos: KHRG] 
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Complaint letter 

 
On July 6th 2015, a group of KNU delegates from Hpa-an Township, Thaton District and some 
delegates from the KNU headquarters visited the place where the houses were burnt down by 
the police. They also had a meeting with the villagers and village administrator in C--- 
monastery, in C--- village. Only a few villagers came to the meeting and they said that the other 
villagers did not dare to come to the meeting as the village administrator did not invite them to 
the meeting. Some of them said they were afraid that the village administrator would inform the 
police about their participation after the KNU delegates left. The delegates from the KNU 
attempted to mediate between the villagers and the village administrator by pushing them to 
speak with each other and address the problem at hand.   
 
 
 

                                                
7 The Democratic Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA), formerly the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army, was formed in 
December 1994 and was originally a breakaway group from the KNU/KNLA that signed a ceasefire agreement with 
the Burma/Myanmar government and directly cooperated at times with Tatmadaw forces. The formation of the 
DKBA was led by monk U Thuzana with the help and support of the State Law and Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC), the name of the military government in Burma/Myanmar at that time. For more information on the 
formation of the DKBA, see "Inside the DKBA," KHRG, 1996. The DKBA now refers to a splinter group from 
those DKBA forces reformed as Tatmadaw Border Guard Forces, also remaining independent of the KNLA. As of 
April 2012, the DKBA changed its name from "Buddhist" to "Benevolent" to reflect its secularity. 

  
These photos were taken by a KHRG member on July 6th 2015, in B--- village, Kaw Yin A Htet village tract, Hpa-an 
Township, Thaton District. The photos show a complaint letter that was written by B--- villagers and Saw P--- and 

submitted to the KNU, Democratic Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA),
7
 Mae Tao Clinic and UNCHR-Mae Sot office. 

The complaint letter is regarding the hardship that the B--- villagers suffered as a result of the Burma/Myanmar 
government police force and Department of Forest Management destroying their houses, which resulted in their forced 
relocation. They submitted this complaint letter to the above organisations in hopes that they will help them get their land 
back and pressure the Burma/Myanmar government to release their fellow villagers that they arrested and continue to 
detain in Hpa-an and Taung Ka Lay jails. [Photos: KHRG] 

http://www.khrg.org/1996/03/khrg96b23/inside-dkba


 

12 

KNU Meetings 

 
During the meeting, a villager said that Yay Khe, a wealthy man from Hpa-an Township came to 
her house and told her that he gave a two million kyat (US $1,713.80) bribe to the village 
administrator and one million kyat (US $856.90) in bribe money to a village leader named Saw 
K---, who has a close relationship with the village administrator to help him to get access to 30 
acres of land for planting rubber trees. Yay Khe also said that Saw K--- has returned the one 
million kyat (US $856.90) to him but the village administrator has not given him any of the 
money back as of yet. Moreover, when one of the villagers asked the village administrator 
whether he took the money or not, the village administrator did not give him a straight answer. 
All he said was that Yay Khe asked him to sign a paper declaring the land to be wilderness 
instead of farmland, thus belonging to no one. This paper, which the village administrator 
signed, was necessary for Yay Khe to get permission from the government to work on that land.   
 
Prior to the incident with the police and Department of Forest Management, it was the generally 
accepted opinion among the villagers that if wealthy individuals and companies from different 
places were allowed to grow rubber trees in the “forest reserve,” then the villagers should be 
allowed to stay there, as well, and live on their own land. Therefore the villagers gathered 
together and built houses on the land, but the Burma/Myanmar government did not care about 
the villagers’ plight and destroyed all the houses that they had built.  
 
During the meeting with the KNU delegates, the villagers requested that: 

 The Burma/Myanmar government release those who are in the Hpa-an and Taung Ka 
Lay jails. 

 The government allow the people who ran to Myawaddy to come back freely, without 
arresting any of them, as well as pay the villagers for the things that they have destroyed 
and stolen.        

 The KNU help villagers get back their land.  
 
Finally, the KHRG member who has received this account from the villagers expressed his 
opinion on the matter, noting that the Burma/Myanmar government confiscated many villagers’ 

  
These photos were taken by a KHRG member on July 6th 2015. The first photo was taken in C--- village, Kaw Yin A 
Htet village tract, Hpa-an Township, Thaton District and the second photo was taken in Myawaddy, Kawkareik 
Township, Dooplaya District. The first photo shows more than 40 B--- villagers meeting with KNU delegates at C--- 
monastery about the incident that happened between June 22nd and 25th 2015, when their village was burnt down by the 
Burma/Myanmar police force and officials from the Burma/Myanmar Department of Forest Management. The second 
photo depicts B--- villagers who fled to Myawaddy meeting with KNU representatives in S--- monastery in Myawaddy. 
More than 40 villagers also came to the meeting to discuss the same incident. In both meetings, villagers demanded that, 
“The Burma/Myanmar government release those who are in the Hpa-an and Taung Ka Lay jails; The government allow 

the people who fled to Myawaddy to come back freely, without arresting any of them, as well as pay the villagers for the 

things that they had destroyed and stolen; and that the KNU help villagers get back their land.” [Photos: KHRG] 
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lands in Kayin state in the past,8 and villagers tried their best to get their land back after the 
preliminary ceasefire talks between the Burma/Myanmar government and the KNU. However, 
the Burma/Myanmar government did not solve the villagers’ land problem. The villagers are only 
asking for the land that they had inherited from their ancestors. The government must address 
the land issue for the villagers immediately.   
 
 
Further background reading on the situation in Thaton District can be found in the following 
KHRG reports: 
 

 “Human rights violations by Border Guard Force (BGF) Battalion #1014 in Bu Tho 
Township, Hpapun District, May 2012 to March 2014,” (July 2015) 

 “Thaton Interview: Saw A---, October 2014,” (July 2015) 
 “‘With only our voices, what can we do?’: Land confiscation and local response in 

southeast Myanmar,” (June 2015) 
 “Thaton Incident Report: UNHCR begins development project in Bilin Township, May 

2014,” (June 2015) 
 “Thaton Situation Update: Bilin Township, August to October 2014,” (April 2015) 

 
 
 
  

                                                
8
 For a KHRG analysis of trends in land confiscation in southeast Myanmar between 2012-2014, see “‘With only our 

voices, what can we do?’: Land confiscation and local response in southeast Myanmar,” KHRG, June 2015. 

http://www.khrg.org/2015/06/with-only-our-voices-what-can-we-do-land-confiscation-and-local-response
http://www.khrg.org/2015/06/with-only-our-voices-what-can-we-do-land-confiscation-and-local-response
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