KH RG Karen Human Rights Group
Documenting the voices of villagers in rural Burma
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2 |ts operations earned MOC #5 notoriety amongstrioo residents for its abuse of villagers, first@nCommander Kaung
Mya and then under Commander Khin Maung Hsint. : SBatrols, movement restrictions and forced labisuToungoo
District,” KHRG, September 2009; "SPDC spies and ttampaign to control Toungoo District,” KHRG, Mar2008;
"Provoking Displacement in Toungoo District: Fordablour, restrictions and attacks,” KHRG, May 2007

% See “Forced Labour, Movement and Trade RestristiorToungoo District,” KHRG, March 2010
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4 In Burmese, “betel nut” and “betel leaf” are reéet to as “kon ywet” and “kon thih,” as if they drem the same plant. The
two items are combined and chewed in a packet abgttgslaked lime and other additives, includinpaoco. Chewing the
packets, referred to as “kon ya,” is popular acissna, as well as other parts of Southeast AStze Burmese names are also
commonly used by Karen language speakers. “Betélisithe seed from an Areca Palm traegca catechu“Betel leaf” is the
Ieaf of the Piper betel vine, belonging to thiperaceadamily.

Interestlngly Toungoo has long been renownedHersuperior quality of its betelnut: “The counprpduces the best betel-nut
in the empire;' but nearly the whole of it is dedvfrom the Karen gardens in the south-east podfdhe province." (Francis
Mason.Burma, its People and Natural Productions, or, Mot& the Nations, Fauna, Flora and Minerals of T&s&im, Pegu
and Burmah, with systematic catalogu8sd Edition, 1860. p82); "Who is fond of beteltrahould go to Toungoo," (John
Nisbet.Burma under British rule - and before, VolumaAZestminster, UK: Archibald Constable & Co., Lti901. p229)
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® Roads in northern Karen State frequently needridlgand repair after the rainy season, and vilisgeport road work as an
extremely common form of forced labour. Roads rabsp be targeted for attacks and mining after #ieyrseason by the
KNLA, since this is when SPDC forces use the rdadsansport troops and supplies. Unfortunatdiis tay result in civilians
being used as human minesweepers when they aedftwdransport SPDC rations, either on foot ovélyicle. See: “Forced
Labour, Movement and Trade Restrictions in TounB@trict,” KHRG, March 2010.

" The SPDC army is structured around 13 regionalnsams, each of which is assigned to one or moRuofa’s states or
divisions. These include: Naypyidaw, Rangoon, @éntSouthern, Southwestern, Western, Northwest&tarthern,
Northeastern, Eastern, Triangle, SoutheasternCaradtal. For more on the states for which eachntaimd is responsible, see
map: [http://www.khrg.org/maps/2001maps/burma01Qijpg]; although note that this version pre-dates 2006 creation of
the Naypyidaw Regional Command.

8 For a recent example of this practice, see: “Fbicabour, Movement and Trade Restrictions in ToenBdstrict,” KHRG,
March 2010.

® See for exampld:ess than Human: Convict Porters in the 2005-2008tiern Karen State OffensivEHRG, August 2006;
“Bullets and Bulldozers: The SPDC offensive conéisun Toungoo District,” KHRG, February 2007; “Mdrisation, violence
and exploitation in Toungoo District,” KHRG, Febry2008
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10 see “Forced Labour, Movement and Trade RestristioToungoo District,” KHRG, March 2010.
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11 'set thais a Burmese term for forced labour duty as asemger stationed at army camps or bases and sewiago-between
to deliver orders from army officers to village Heabut also involving other menial tasks when ressages are in need of
delivery.

2 The "live off the land' or ‘self-reliance’ polidyecame explicit in 1997, when Burma's War Officuedd an order instructing
the country's 12 (now 13) Regional Commanderstthaps “were to meet their basic logistical needslly, rather than rely on
the central supply system.” See, Andrew Sdilmma's Armed Forces: Power Without GlpNorwalk: Eastbridge, 2002 p. 136.
See also, Mary allahan, “Of kyay-zu and kyet-z\e thilitary in 2006,” pp. 36-53 in Monique Skidmoaed Trevor Wilson
(eds.)Myanmar: The State, Community and the Environp@atberra: Asia Pacific Press, 2007 p. 46.

13 For an overview of the practice of forced relomatiand conditions at SPDC-controlled relocatiomssitseeCycles of
Displacement: Forced relocation and civilian resges in Nyaunglebin DistricKHRG, January 2009, pp.10-29. For examples
of the practice in Toungoo, see: “Toungoo DistriCivilians displaced by dams, roads and militarptonl,” KHRG, August
2005.

14 For background on forced relocation to Play Hsé,lsee:One Year On: Continuing abuses in Toungoo DisthdiRG,
November 2006, pp.14-17

15 See for example: “Provoking Displacement in Toun@istrict: Forced labour, restrictions and attgtk¢HRG, May 2007;
“Landmines, Killings and Food Destruction: Civilidtife in Toungoo District,” KHRG, August 2007; “SRDspies and the
campaign to control Toungoo District,” KHRG, Mar2008; “Forced Labour, Movement and Trade Restngtiomn Toungoo
District,” KHRG, March 2010
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16 See for examplédne Year On: Continuing abuses in Toungoo Disti¢1RG, November 2006; “Bullets and Bulldozers: The
SPDC offensive continues in Toungoo District,” KHREebruary 2007; “Villagers risk arrest and exemutto harvest their
crops,” KHRG, December 2007; “SPDC troops burnagéls and step up operations against civilians uthson Toungoo
District,” KHRG, December 2007

7 For example: “Provoking Displacement in Toungoorded labour, restrictions and attacks,” KHRG, M07; “Patrols,
movement restrictions and forced labour in TounBasirict,” KHRG, September 2009; “Forced Labour, Wment and Trade
Restrictions in Toungoo District,” KHRG, March 2010
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18 KHRG has not previously reported this incidententands for forced labour on roads from Gkaw Thay \Bigers were
however recorded in September and October 200August-September 2007 SPDC units operating in goarDistrict were
under the command of MOC #4. See “Militarisativiojence and exploitation in Toungoo District,” KIE&R February 2008.

19 For a description of this practice saéllage Agency: Rural rights and resistance in ditatized Karen StateKHRG,
November 2008, pp.50-51. For an example from Jgr2@10 in Toungoo District in which forced civitigoorters refused to act
as human minesweepers, and were then used by SBDES tas human shields instead, see: “Forced Labtavement and
Trade Restrictions in Toungoo District,” KHRG, Mar2010

20| |B #425 is under the command of Aye Soe Oo. As pf the movement restrictions enforced acrossn§oo District,
SPDC units have established a large number of goétis manned by soldiers along major roadwayse: Seorced Labour,
Movement and Trade Restrictions in Toungoo DistristHRG, March 2010. In November 2009, the Thairda Border
Consortium (TBBC) gives the figure of 13 checkpsimin the road between Kler Lah and Toungoo aloee: Frotracted
Displacement and Militarisation in Eastern Burmehailand Burma Border Consortium (TBBC), NovemB609, p.20. Note
that the number of checkpoints may fluctuate adogrdo military activity on the road and the esisiianent of impromptu
checkpoints by some army units.

21 Note that the report did not indicate which detaihad been killed on which date. “Short News Binllélom Toungoo
District,” Kwekaly May 3¢ 2010

22 See “Attacks, forced labour and restrictions infigoo District,” KHRG, July 2008; “Forced Labour,oMement and Trade
Restrictions in Toungoo District,” KHRG, March 2010

Z«pttacks, forced labour and restrictions in Tounddistrict,” KHRG, July 2008
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2 “Attacks, forced labour and restrictions in Tounddistrict,” KHRG, July 2008

2 A similar explanation is given to justify SPDC damals for villagers to work involuntarily clearingadside brush, a common
form of forced labour in Karen State. S&#tlage Agency: Rural rights and resistance in dtianized Karen StateKHRG,
November 2008, pp.49-50.



2091835 8 @onien 2161030218:0858 5oy B:00153 5001587 00a350005 55 B1. 2088000501809 5deRaE 080065
cmapimomomdBiopizosiadioniojjoned e gion 0x1padi8585muh s onler s1000SMBSo:0H B Ha 8185

Oﬁcf)ﬁor)ﬁam:m?ﬁc@hﬂ

deoler(ghadd 638 j0004555208800104..82000000 031
$§9§@C\°§Sm1oo§0%§o%ﬁao§ooqcblb 308.0.:008001 B
0HoRN055 1 8200801220295 050710350d Jool
$|5.§3:>®qu8 @900533:@95(8533:@61@(855%&31,
208800050>3H50955Hw0H0dd Jprereroi8anmd
205050 e1010009183 509189 0. 2088 031081 con
021092805 33100055015500335  :on1bis3de1adHe
Shcorcop1d1c01 oo1epied SoniaogeBiondimdopd
¢leolonme1335:0 5015291500331 001000501001
299P220185031. 20880065071 8M0.... 208508 $320

©0:03100623539 535 061966(G o) cormup:nd

BHond1e3120 1055 555009 H8:0:e0295 5581, 20 > BT o

sitwﬁmsgﬁ::&??oe)ﬁo?gwgq]] 6:\3 Y

5oo88050?8080)0%?(3530?83%18méag?ugsﬁuﬂ:m v:RoIncFIe 3

90 N 9 0
O@m1@@1m®1@1m®§@%ﬁfl(ﬂ:@&): @292@%031(?%

BTNl (g (5)Bdedp505 0]k

@ @ . s
C\)1(‘D§8C\)1(DMMOOO:UQS’] §:C’2(90?,,C01@LDOQ‘LO‘LOO®§ (Jnoo:91810:>o§crl.:lzatéémsa?msag%mmogf 8Jooe1’s§mfﬁm’]61.mc3§5$§

dDgIn:ndapd Bie:08:00095 8581, 2088000 S (oiBr-sBrzBsoBo38)
s310ig1geecoicoiee 0035800105850 0b PP
205320995000535021 (G053 co1nBd e melana8anTe3Had:dd5d15081. fioniapisdSonzaogeonindoiden

05018029525 RIS 5080183520 Blo00H §583 Hé e Do gdcdt.

2088001 1q:0553200:0010218 § Sea BN 000H 35 ¢ 8:6:63 561235001 corg e votm1zageas] ;b midEioterdner ¢:d
31355182501 B 50 0R1 i 152099552 818001035 00102081 5081, pronc1Eadied1oned opdosidSoinniEaein)e3
12021081071 2810 e13200:00102185 32000582001 0100: 8159101892055 001 22325 o183 10010982001 VRO
0053203 20880005e0:85501 R:0:):d 30010150 H 1615517 528, BT M1AFS 205d208BeBEIaS A3
205510065705 0R15015858 1500002108532, 3 D335 051353 810780005 &2 305 09:091 220013500188 28
©03 59910050 lon0o133 5909522 3105520018000 50PN BEdRH 2B DM 18] £581. Y 20588200183 59095
3100218 50510 02020065 5358191051829 505 -2950H 3B Y DY D §HE D818:9050019:08 5231 V1 $72 00V
59108500163 5010337 018289 20200 O 12033 5109185 0265 107180100031 81 BBl 83200 ABoMSE: cvl wo 1ol
©15on03:452:55081. 2088000505193 5 MoA1a85200: € 228183 Hd T2 B:o0g)|ze010p80001 RO N OGS 02
ogﬁé: oof)mwog"?ﬁg:oo%ﬁ@o%ﬁﬁp%ﬁogh baﬂf%ﬁg:mﬁ(oe) 08J008$|5§§ 88&3& C\)maqﬂmwoﬁglmmoﬁ@gl% Dd?H 95
©H50350150350H01E3 Daned b aod 81, 2385031505, 5050315 dSinBIg101081535mbonn 33z 6

(0139600385é2(\71Q)@?é(f)ﬁ’r?’g(\)'llg(fﬂm'l§@®@U)ﬁ€?1(f)ﬁ38500%(]&200%510)(953908%5(\%1:

26 Seelnternal Displacement and International Law in Eerst Burma TBBC, October 2008, p.22

27 «provoking Displacement in Toungoo District: Fadabour, restrictions and attacks,” KHRG, May 200ttacks, killings
and the food crisis in Toungoo District,” KHRG, Augi 2008;Village Agency: Rural rights and resistance in dtianized
Karen StateKHRG, November 2008, p.112-113

2 The villagers reporting this incident to KHRG didt specify which Battalion the soldiers belonge¢HRG'’s most recent
information shows that LIB #421 has been operaitinpe area around Klaw Mi Der, south of the ToumgoKler La Road and
in the vicinity of Kheh Der, and were thereforeelik responsible for the incidents described abdBe#261, under Commander
Yai Yin Naing, has been active further south in éinea around Play Hsa Lo; the frequent rotatioBRDC battalions in 2010,
explained in this report, means that it is possihé 1B #261 or another battalion may have bespaossible for the attacks.

29 For more on flight as a form of resistance fotagjers living beyond SPDC control, s&éllage Agency: Rural Rights and
Resistance in a Militarized Karen StakHRG, November 2008, pp.132-148.

30 «sPDC troops burn villages and step up operatimeinst civilians in southern Toungoo District,” R&, December 2007;
“Militarisation, violence and exploitation in Touag District,” KHRG, February 2008.
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