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'H.ch.bH.th.cD*muD>qX xD'k;ySRvD>td.urSH [H.zdCDzdzJuFD.wJ>ylR  

 
zJvgthjzh. 21oD 2010eH. 'H.ch.bH.th. ok;zd vX ok;&h.(7)Aok;uh(999) cD*mCDRqluFD.wJ.uD>'D; 'GJ.tlxD.uGHm 'JoXzsX.zJ qSd 
x.o0D x.pD.,guD>q.<Aw;uD>&h.ylRM.vDRIAw>xD.'k;tHRb.w>[h.w>uvk>vX ok;&h. #7Aok;usdRcd. yJSRuh.vXt em 0J 
vX 0Dzdwz.rRw>qJ;usd;'D; ch.tJ.tJ.vfth.ok;zdwz. 'D; ymC.'D; ymclol.ym'H.ch.bH.th.ok;zdvGH>*RvX tCh>ylRzsJ;to; 
vX'H.ch.bH.th.ok;uvXRzJyD>y>x. zJz.t.uD>&h. ylRzJtylRuGHmw,Hm'fb.wz.M.vDRIAw>uJxD.to;tHR uJxD.t 
o;'d.'d.rk>rk>'fw>olw>pkql.cD.wu;tylR'D; 'H.ch.bH.th.w>rRoH<A'ftrh> w>qdrd.ur.o0Dzdwz.'fySRrRw>qJ;usd;'D; 
ch.tJ.tJ.vfth.ok;zdwz.<A'D;w>tHR ok;pH.zsD;vX ch.th.t.uFH.rRw>xH.vdmoHuG>'D;t0Joh.wz.ymzsgxD.ph>ud;0JvX 
'D; t0Joh.'H.ch.bH.th.rh>zD.csK;u'guhRt0Joh.'D;w>urRoHuGHmt0Joh.M.vDRI 
 

 
zJ2010eH. vgr;&S;vXmM.'H.ch.bH.th.ok;zdvX ok;uh( 999)A ok;&h.(7) ok; zd 
vGH>*R b.w>wDcd.&dmrJtDRvX ok;&h.cd. vJoh. Ch>zsd;EkmqluFD.wJ.uD>ylR 'D; p; 
xD.ymzSd.rRoud;w> AA'D;ch.tJ.tJ.vfth.ok;uh(7)M.vDRIAzJtylRuGHmw,Hm 
b.M. 'H.ch. bH.th. ok;&h. (7)tHR [l;*JR0JzJ yD>yRx.'D; qSduh. zJvlysJ>uD> q. <A 
z.t.uD>&h.ylR<A'D; w>vD>cHwDRtHR td.bl;vdmto;'D;qSdx.o0D  zJ x.pD.,g 
uD>q.ylR vXuFD.wJ.uD>ylRwuyRzJolrGJusduX>cd.M.vDRIAok;zdvXtCh>ylR 
zJs;wz. td.ol.vDRto;zJ yD>y>x. ok;uvXR vXok;usdRcd. ySJRuh.w>wDcd. 
&dmtzDvmM.vDRIAzJySJRuh.e>[l0JvX tok;zdvGH>*R Ch>ylRzJs;to;qluFD.wJ. 
uD>ylR wbsDCD  ok;cd.yJSRuh. ym'h.ymur.qSdx.o0Dzdwz. vXo0Dzdwz. uGJ 
M>vGJM. ok;zdwz.tHR 'D;ymclol.0JtCd t0J[h.vDRw>uvk>qltySRok;zdw 
z.vXu[;CkuG>ok;zd Ch>ylRzsJ;wz.M.vDRIAok;&h.(7)ok;zdwz. [JEkmql qSd 
x.o0DtbsDwz.tbsD'D; oHuG>b.C;ok;zdCh>ylRzsJ;wz.M.vDRIAw bsDv> 
v>zJt0Joh.oHuG>w>M. o0Dzdwz. pH;qXuhRt0Joh.vX woh.ngw>eDwrHR 
b.'D;wxH.ok;zdCh>ylRzsJ;eDw*R b.M.vDRI 
 
oemuh<Arhwrh> b.wb. cDzsdt0Joh.[JEkm'D; w'd;M>b.w>upD.eDwrHRb. 
tCd<AzJ vgthhjzh.A21oDA2010eH.M. ySJRuh. [h.vDRw>uvk>ql ok;cd. rdtD.t 
td.'D; ok;&h.(7)ok;zdwz.  vJRql qSdx.vXuFD.wJ.ylRwuyR'D; 'GJ.tluGHmqSd 
x.o0Dzd 'JoX zsX.vXqdurd.0Jtbs;pJvdmto;'D;ch.tJ.tJ.vfth.'D; 'Do'X 
ok;rk>oH.bdwz.tCdM.vDRIAvXw>'due.w>uvk>tylR rdtD.'D;tySRok;zd 
wz.cDCmEkmvDRqlpDR rIIIA45eH.<ApDR'III<A48eH. 'D; pDRwIII<A44eH.wz. t'J 
vXwhxD.0J'D;oh.y[H.'D;rh>qg0JM. uM>b.0JvX ph,dR 20<000 b;A(trJ&uR 
ph 620'Dv.) 'D; AvX'JylRM. td.ph> ud;'D; w>zdw>vHR'D;w>csHw>o.vX tw>ol.w>zs;tusD;t*D>'D;w>cJvXm M.rh.tltD. uGHm 
0JcJvXmvDRIAySRvXtw> qJ;usd;td.'D; o0Dzdwz. wJch.th.t.uFH.vX  ySRo0DzdoX*RwJ0JvX t0Joh.t'J b.w>'GJ.tl xD. 
uGHmtDRcDzsdvX 'H.ch.bH. th.ok;zdym'h.ymur.t0Joh.vX t0Joh.qJ;usD;'D;ch.tJ.tJ.vfth.'D; uGJM>vGH> M> 'H.ch.bH.th. 
ok;zdvGH>*RvX uCh>zsd; uGHmM.vDRIAySRo0DzdoX*RtHR Ckm'D;tySR[H.zdCDzdwz. b.Ch>td.clol. 'D; uhRu'guhRqlqSdx. 
o0Dwbl.'H;b.cDzsd ySJR uh.[h.vDRtySRok;zdw>uvk>vXt0Joh.rh>zD.M>ySRo0Dzdwz.tHRM. rRoH uGHmtDRohM.vDRIA 
 
o0DzdvXtd.qd;zJqSdx.o0DtgM>,J>eH.wz.<Aymwh>uGHmto0DvXw&H;zduGHzJvlysJ>uD>q.<Az.t.uD>&h.ylR<AcDzsdw>uDw> 
cJvXw>vk>tD.o;orlt*D>zJz.t.uD>&h.ylRtCdM.vDRIAt0Joh.Ch>ylRzsJ;to;[JwkRvX uFD.wJ.uD>ylR0HRtvD>cH'.vJ. 

 
w>*DRtHRw>'dM>tDRzJ vgthjzh. 25oD 2010eH. 'D; 'k; 
eJ.zsg0J 'H.ch.bH.th.ok;uvXR vXtd.ol.vDRt o; 
zJuD>y,DRwuyRzJolrGJusduX>cd.<rJ>o&H;uvHR pd;<A 
x.pD.,guD>&h.ylRM.vDRI (w>*DR=ch.th.t.uFH.)   



t  0Joh.wylRzsJ;'D; 'H.ch. bH.th.w>rRtXrRoDwz. 'H;b. M.vDRIAw>'dwcgtHR rh>'H.ch.bH.th. cD*muD>qX'D;olw>pkql. 
cD.wu;vXtxD'gursX>w*Rpkmpkmttd.zJuFD.wJ.uD>ylRvXttd.uG>qXrJmvdmto;'D;'H.ch.bH.th.w>yXvXuD>y,DRylR
M.vDRIAzJw>rRw>pkql.cD.wuc;'ftHRwz. nDEk>uJxD.to;vXwzd;oJp;b.'D; rRb.'db.xH;ursX>cDzsdw>ym'h.ymu 
r.vXursX.wz.qJ;uds;rhwrh>qD.xGJrRpXR ch.tJ.tJ.vfth.tCdM.vDRIAvXtylRuGHmM.ursX>w>Ch>EkmqluFD.wJ.uD>ylR 
M. 'H.ch.bH.th.ym0JtcDynD'f w>qD.xGJrRpXRch.tJ.tJ.vfth.ok; 'D;wym0J'fw>Ch>ylRzsJ;to;vXw>rRtXrRoD'D;rk>usdR 
0JRuGmw>*h>uDtCdM.b.vDRIA AzJvgtDul; vXm 2009eH.M. ok;cd.zkyeJ0g vXok;uh(999)<Atd.ol.vDRt o;zJuFD.uh. x.< 
w>}wJ>uD>q.< AwJzsgxD.0JvX b.C;w>qdrd.ur.tHR'D;rRysHRrRzk;0Jo0Do;yS>wzkvXw>td.zSd.zJ uDF.uh.ok;uvXR<A 
w>}wJ>uD>q.M.vDRI1 wvgCDtylR zJvgtDul;A27oD 2009eH.teHRwMqguD>q.< 0gc;o0Do;yS>b.w>ym'h.ymur.tDR 
vXtrRw>qJ;usd;'D;ch.tJ.tJ.vfth.tCd<Aw>zD.'k;CmtDR<AwD>tDR'D; b.w>rRoHuGHmtDRzJt0J [JCDRqluFD.wJ.vXuyOR 
w>csHw>o.vXtw>ol.w>zs;t*D>0HRtvD>cHwoDM.vDRI2  
 
w>uJxD.to;zJqSdx.'fw>ymzsgtDRvXx;M.rh> w>cD*muD>qXw>xD.'k;vXtuJxD.to;zJtuGHmw,HmwrDR w cg vXb. 
w>rRtDRvX 'H.ch.bH.th. xD'g'lzdo0Dzd<Ab.uDb.cJ'Ju0DR'D; ySRw*RpkmpkmzJuFD.wJ.uD>ylRM.vDRI3AvXvg,lR 2009eH. 
vHRvHR<Ax.pD.,g[D.u0DR<Aw;uD>&h. rh>[D.u0DRwbh.vXw>o;pX>qXtd.vXtzDcd.cDzsdb.uDb.cJzd tgM> (3000)*R 
[JCh>xD.cDzsdw>[H;w>bsK;w>zSd.'D;w>obH.obk.zJz.t.uD>&h.ylR [JtgxD.tCdM.vDRI4AzJvg,lR 23oD 2009eH.eHR< 
t'd zJoh.bh.x.o0D<Ax.pD.,gM. pDRrgcsd.<A(36) eH. 'D; pDRtX.chs (28)eH. b.w>rRoHuGHmtDRvX'H.ch. bH.th.ok;zdoX*R 
zJt0Joh.orHord;uG>ySRo0DzdcH*RtHR0HR'D; o0DzdcH*RtHRpH;qX0JvX t0Joh.woh.ngch.tJ.tJ.vfth. w>[l; w>*JRzJ[D. 
u0DRylRtHRb.M.vDRI5zJvgzhR}bLRtg&HR 17oD 2010eH. ub.zJ rk>Ch>vDRA1;00 eH.M. 'H.ch.bH.th.ok; zd,J>*R [JEkmvDRvX 
ed.bdo0D zJuFD.wJ.uD>ylR'D; ok;zdoX*R rRoHuGHm uFDR'gzd<A(38)eH. (tgc.z'd.tR,Rph.cd.) vXtrh>uFD. wJ.xHzduD>zd'D; rR 
w>vX ySRw0Xt*D>w*RzJt[;bl;'D;o0DtcgM.vDRI 'D;c;0J'D;usdvXrd>yS>vdRwxH.'D;zJtcd.o.CHwxH. M.vDRIA 'D;w>c; 
tHRw>rReD.rRCgtDR'H;trh>w>c;cH0Dw0DzJ 2010eH.twD>ylR vX'H.ch.bH.th.*kmusJ;pXRrRoHuFD.wJ.xHzd uD>zdvX uFD.wJ. 
uD>ylRwuyRM.vDRIAvXx.pD.,guvHRxH;wuyR tlz.uD>&h.ylR zJvg,ElRtg&HR 16oD 2010eH. tH ylR x. o0Do;yS>vXt 
rRoud;wh>vHw>'D;ch.tJ.tJ.vfth.w*R  'H.ch.bH.th.ok;zdcH*Rc;b.'dtDRb.zJtuH.'k.'D;tqH.'Xb. q.woHb.IA 
w>*h>wcDrh>vXw>tH.vdmuJxD.vXpJ;xJ>w>tCdM.vDRI6Aw>*h>uJxD.o;tzDcd. vXpDRrIII<ApDR'III< 'D;pDR wIII wz.t*D> cD 
zsdoh.ng0JvX w>rh>zD.csK;t0Joh.'D;w>urRoHph>ud;t0Joh. 'fw>ym'h.ymur.t0Joh.vX trh>ySRvXo; unDRch.tJ. tJ. 
vf th.tCd'D;t0Joh.rh>wtd.vX 'H.ch.bH.th.w>yXzDvmvXz.t.uD>&h.ylRb.q.oemuhM.vDRI 
 
w>xD.'k;qSdx.o0D[H.oXzsX.tHR w>*h>bs;pJvdmph>ud;to;'D; w>rRysHRrRzk;vXw>pkql.cD.wu;tylR vXtxD'gySRw*R 
v>v>vXCh>ylRzsJ;to;vX'H.ch.bH.th.wz.M.vDRIAvXch.th.t.uFH.w>xH.vdmoHuG>zJ vgtD;uxdbX. 2009eH. t ylR 
zg*III<Arh>'H.ch.bH.th.ok;uh(555)ok;zdw*R vXtb.w>zD.ql.'k;uJtDRok;zJto;eH.td. A13eH.w*RwJyF;u'guhRvX 
tok;cd.wJ0JvX ok;Ch>zsJ;wz. w>zD.csK;u'guhRtDR'D; w>urRoHuGHmt0Joh.M.vDRIA 
 

?yCh>ylRzsJ;yo;rh>wylRb.'D; zJt0Joh.rh>zD.csK;uhRySRM.<Ayub.w>rRoHuGHmySRcDzsd ok;cd.[h.w>uvk>vX w>rh>zD.csK;uhRok;zdvX 
Ch>ylRzsJ;wz.M. w>u[h.w>ur.vXw>oHM.vDRI/ 

 =zg*IIIA(cGg<A14eH.)<A,IIIAo0D<AcsX.vGH>xl.uD>&h.A(vgtD;uxdbX.A2009eH.)7 
                                                 
1?w>uhRu'guhRvXwtd.'D;w>bH.w>bXA=Aw>rRysHRrRzk; b.C;tySR*h>0DcGJ;,m 'D; w>bH.w>bXvXySRb.uDb.cJzdvX t[;xD.zJx. pD.,guD>&h.ylR w 
z. tzDcd./ ch.th.t.uFH.<Avg,ElRtg&HR 2010eH.IAwd>eD. = vgthjzh. 2010eH. tcD.xH;wEGHM. b.uDb.cJ[H.zdCDzdwz.tHR tgwuh> uhR u 'g uhR vXuD> 
y,DR ylRrhwrh> [;td.vXuFD.wJ.uD>wJ.'lo0Dwz.tylRM.vDRIAw>*h>w>usdRvX ch.th.t.uFH.rRM>0JzJw>xH.vdmoHuG>wz.tylR 'D; u&Xo bhs t*R wz. 
vXt'k; eJ.zsg0JvX w>*h>t'd.uwX>vX ySRb.uDb.cJzdwz.ub.ymwh>uGHm t'Ju0DRM. rh>vX uFD.wJ.y'd. ok;rk> rRwHmwmb.uD b.cJzdw z.'D; qD.oMR t 
0Joh. u [;xD.uGHmM.vDRIAw>yJRxHeDRz;w>uJxD.o;wz.wkR x.pD.,gb.uDb.cJzdwz. [;xD.'D; w>xH.vdmoHuG>wz. &SJyF;0Jw> rRwHm wm 'D; w>qD. O 
MRwz.M. vDRI uG>zJ “Functionally Refoulement: Camps in Tha Song Yang District abandoned as refugees bow to 
pressure,” KHRG, April 2010.  
2 ?w>rRtXrRoDzJz.t.uD>&h.ylR<w>bH.w>bXwtd.vXuD>uFD.wJ.ylRw>o;'h'Dtd.xD.vXySRb.uDb.cJzdzJx.pD.,./ KHRG<ApJ;yxhbX. 2009 eH.   <     
3 Aw>*h>tHRp;xD.wh>vHto;vX 'H.ch.bH.th.td.xD.oDoD zJ 1994'D; xd.vDRz;to;'D;ch.tJ.tJ.vfth.ok;rk>tcgM.vDRIAuG>zJ, “DKBA / SLORC 
Cross-Border Attacks,” KHRG, August 1996; “Attacks on Karen Refugee Camps: 1998,” KHRG, May 1998.  
4  b.uDb.cJursX>tw>Ch>xD.qlx.pD.,gt*h>uJxD.to;vDRwH>vDRqJ;M. uG>zJA?w>rRtXrRoDzJz.t.uD>&h.ylR<Aw>bH.w>bXwtd.vXuD>uFD.wJ. 
ylRw>o;'h'Dtd.xD.vX ySRb.uDb.cJzdzJ x.pD.,g<Ach.th.t.uFH.<AvgpJ;yxhbX.A2009eH.IA  
5 “Cross-border DKBA attack leaves two Karen dead,” Democratic Voice of Burma (DVB), June 25th 2009. 
[http://www.dvb.no/news/cross-border-dkba-attack-leaves-two-karen-dead/2699] 
6
 “Thai village chief shot by DKBA troops,” DVB, January 21st 2010 [http://www.dvb.no/news/thai-village-chief-

shot-by-dkba-troops/2897] 
7
 w>uwdRwcgtHRw>[H;M>tDRvX ch.th.t.uFH. tvHmw>ymzsg vXw>&RvDRtDRzJ ? “Forced recruitment, forced labour: interviews 

with DKBA deserters and escaped porters,” KHRG, November 2009. 



 
ok;Ch>zsd;tHR rh>w>*h>wcgvX w>urRtgxD.w>xXql.ok;'D;ySR0Hw>zd vX'H.ch.bH.th.ok;zdvX p;xD.wh>to;vX 2008eH. 

vgtDul;vHRvHR vH<8  'D;uJxD.to;chso'H;wkR vgrhR 2009eH. zJ'H.ch.bH.th.qXwJm0JvXw>vd.b.tgxD.ok;teD.*H> 
xD.b;wkR(3000) *R0HRtvD>cH cDzsdvXxHuD>'Dwbh.tylRok;'l.vXywkmuGHmw>c;wz.ub.Ekm vDRrRoud;w>vXetz 
w>&J.w>usJR'D;ub.ysdmvJ to;qlok;cd;uD>qX'D;td.vXetzw>wDcd.&dmrJtzDvm'D;uwDRymo;vX 2010eH.w>CkxX t 
*D>M.vDRI9Aok;zdCh>ylRzsJ;wz.&SJyF;0Jtw>vJRcDzsdvX'H.ch.bH.th.ok;rk>ylRM. 'k;eJ.zsg0JvX ok;zdywD>rk>zdwz. w'd;M>b. 
w>tD.vXySJR'D; w>&hvdmrkmvdmvXt0Joh.zDcd.ph>ud;w*hRb.'D;w>tHRy.Ckmph>ud;'D; eD>cdw>rRy,GJwz. M.tCd rh>w> *h> 
vXt0Joh.uCh>zsd;t*D>M.vDRI10Aw>uwdRzJw>zDvmtHR<Aw>[H;M>tDRzJ ch.th.t.uFH.rRw>xH.vdmoHuG>'D; pDRcIII 19eH. 
w*R zJvgrhR 2009eH.M. &SJyF;0JvX zJtuJok;,J>eH.twD>ylRAeD>cdw>rRy,GJM.t0Jwl>b.0JcJtHRcJtHRvDRIApDRcIIIM. uJxD.ok; 
zdcDzsdto0D'd;M>b.w>uvk>vX w>ub.[h.ok;zdql'H.ch.bH.th. ok;&h. (901)tCd w>CkxXxD.tDRcDzsdw>zDw>z;clol. 
'fw>nDEk>rRtDRtod;M.vDRI 11  
 

?rh><Aok;cd.wD>,R'D; t0JwD>,Rb.q.wvXySJRb.vXt0Jt*D>'fb.tCd t0Jxdph>ud;,RM.vDRIAw>*h>tHRuJxD.to;tgM>tbsD 
wA(10)<A,'G;tbsDwb.b.cDzsd,td.'D;tDRwbsK;eH.ng'D;,rReD.wb.cJvXmb.M.vDRIAzJyCh>tcgyrh>Ch>pdm'D;usd'D;t0Joh. 
rh>zD.csK;ySRM> <Ayub.w>rRoHuGHmySRvDRI/ 

 pDRcIIIA(cGg<A19eH.)< uFD;uh.cd.o0D<Az.t.uD>&h. (vgrhRA2009eH.)  
 
zJ w>uG>xHqdurd.uhR w>ol w>rkmo;rRuvDw> vX'H.ch.bH.th.rR0J vXb.w>ymzsgxD.tDRvX ok;zdCh>ylRzsJ;wz. b. 
C;w>td.w>qd;zSD.,m0J 'D;w>&J.usJRur.vX ok;zdoDwz.b.uG>qXrJm0Jwz. rh>0Jw>*h>t*H>cD.xH;tCd cgqlrJmngph>ud; 
ok;zdwz.uqJ;Ch>zsd;'H;0J'.M. vX'H.ch.bH.th.t*D> rh>w>uDw>cJvXxH.qd0JohwcgM.vDRIAw>Ch>ylRzsJ;o;tywD>M. 
b.oh.oh.utgxD.cDzsd vX'H.ch.bH.th.ok;rk>ylR'.0Jw>o;wvDRyvdmtD.xD.b.C;w>uysDmvJto;ql ok;cD;uD>qX 
tCdM.vDRIAok;zdweDR'D; vD>vRzkok;cd.weDR wJb.ch.th.t.uFH.vX t0Joh.xD'gw>&J.w>usJR'D;weDR wJ0JvXt0Joh.u 
Ch>zsJ;uGHmzJ'H.ch.bH.th.rh> *h>vdmvXuysDmvJto;cDzsdw>*h>vdmtHR u'k;td.xD.w>obH.obk.vX etz'D;'H.ch.bH.th. 
tbX.pXRM.vDRIAwkR vgthjzh. 29oD 2010eH.'.vJ.<A'H.ch.bH.th.wuJxD.ok;cD;uD>qX'H;b.M.vDRIAw>ymzsgvX 'H.ch. 
bH.th.<Ach.tJ.tJ.vfth.<AuFD.wJ.ok;rk>'D; 'lzdo0DzdzJz.t.uD>&h.ylRM. w>obH.obk.td.b.q. w>tug'd.vX 
'H.ch.bH.th.ok;cd.vXttd.ol.vDRto;vX uD>y,DR=uFD.wJ.uD>qXwz. o;vDRyvdm0JvX u*h>rhwrh> utX.vDR wl> 
vdmb.C;w>uysDmvJt o;zJ etzrRw>td.zSd.zJ vgthjzh. 28oD 2010eH.tylRM.vDRI 
 
w>rRysHRrRzk; ySR*h>0DcGJ;,m'D; w>bH.w>bXvX 'H.ch.bH.th.ok;Ch>zsd;wz.rhwrh>ok;'l.t*RvXtCh>zsd;wz.t*D>'D; etz 
ok;zdwz.t*D> b.C;ok;zdCh>zsd;wz.tySR*h>0DcGJ;,mw>bH.b>bXM.ySRvX*kmusJ;pXRrRpXRw>rhwrh> xHuD>y'd.w z.}uX; 
[H;M>'XEkmvDR0Jqlw>od.w>oDw>bsXtylR  rhwrh>vXw>wX.yD;oud;wz.tylRM.vDRIAw>vDRysHRvDRzk;vX'H.ch.bH. th. 
ok; Ch>zsd;wz.tylRM.<Aok;zdvXto;eH.wySJRb.y.Ckmph>ud;tCd w>}uX;yvD>o;vXw>bH.w>bXvXzdo.ok;wz. tHR 
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 See: “Joint SPDC/DKBA attacks, recruitment, and the impact on villagers in Dooplaya and Pa’an Districts,” 

KHRG, May 2009 
9 For more background on the use of forced recruitment by the DKBA and the group’s proposed transformation into 
a Border Guard Force, see: “Forced recruitment of child soldiers: An interview with two DKBA deserters,” KHRG, 
August 2009; “Abuse in Pa’an District, Insecurity in Thailand: The dilemma for new refugees in Tha Song Yang,” 
KHRG, September 2009. 
10

 Full transcripts of interviews with SPDC deserters are available in: “Forced recruitment, forced labour: 
interviews with DKBA deserters and escaped porters,” KHRG, November 2009; and “Forced recruitment of child 
soldiers: An interview with two DKBA deserters,” KHRG, August 2009 
11

 In this process of selection, potential recruits from a village must draw pieces of paper from a box or plastic bag.  
Some pieces of paper have numbers written on them in ascending order (1, 2, 3, etc.), while the other pieces are 
blank, with the number of numbered pieces corresponding to the number of soldiers required by the conscription 
order.  Villagers who draw the numbered pieces are thus selected by their village to meet the recruitment quota. 
12

 For more information regarding the recruitment of minors by the DKBA, see Grave Violations: Assessing abuses 
of child rights in Karen areas during 2009, KHRG, January 2010. 
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For further reading on forced recruitment and desertion in the DKBA, the situation in Tha Song 
Yang as well as the impact of the SPDC and DKBA on villagers in Pa’an District, see the 
following previously published KHRG reports:  
 
• Functionally Refoulement: Camps in Tha Song Yang District abandoned as refugees bow to 
pressure (April 2010) 
• Abuse between borders: Vulnerability for Burmese workers deported from Thailand (February 
2010) 
• Refoulement Deferred: Still no durable solution for hosting refugees in Tha Song Yang District 
(February 2010) 
• Threatening refoulement: harassment and pressure on refugees in Tha Song Yang District 
(February 2010) 
• Unsafe return: Threats to human rights and security for refugees leaving Tha Song Yang 
District (January 2010) 
• Forced recruitment, forced labour: interviews with DKBA deserters and escaped porters 
(November 2009) 
• Security concerns for new refugees in Tha Song Yang: Update on increased landmine risks 
(September 2009) 
• Abuse in Pa’an District, Insecurity in Thailand: The dilemma for new refugees in Tha Song 
Yang (September 2009) 
• Forced recruitment of child soldiers: An Interview with two DKBA deserters (August 2009) 
• Exploitation and recruitment under the DKBA in Pa'an District (June 2009) 
• Update on SPDC/DKBA attacks at Ler Per Her and new refugees in Thailand (June 2009) 
• Joint SPDC/DKBA attacks, recruitment and the impact on villagers in Dooplaya and Pa’an 
districts (May 2009) 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


