KH RG Karen Human Rights Group
Documenting the voices of villagers in rural Burma
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! KHRG has previously reported the number of refsgeeTha Song Yang at more than 4,000. This figsiieased upon
research done by KHRG during September 2009, wbédtulated the total number of refugees to hawve tite Thailand
from Pa’an District to be 4,862. See, “Abuse iraRdistrict, Insecurity in Thailand: The dilemna hew refugees in Tha
Song Yang,” KHRG, September 2009. KHRG is alsoceomed by some assertions that of the 3,019 pexdfdéally in
the sites, only approximately 1,000 of them shdaddconsidered “refugees,” while the remaining 2,808 opportunists
from Thailand and elsewhere. This directly contredinterviews conducted by KHRG, in which villagefrom an area
much greater than just the immediate vicinity abuer Per Her, in both Dta Greh and Lu Pleh towpshhave described
legitimate human rights and security reasons feeifig to Thailand. It is also worth noting thatgardless of the reasons
for fleeing to Thailand, all 3,019 people at thesiin Tha Song Yang will be endangered if theyrreto Pa’an District.

2 “Thai plan to return Karen to Myanmar draws prote&P, February % 2010.
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3 “KNU position on Refugees,” Karen National Unidtebruary 4 2010.
““Landmines and food crisis await Karen refuged3emocratic Voice of Burma (DVB), February % 2010; “Thailand
Must Not Repatriate Karen Refugeettie Irrawaddy, February # 2010.
®“Thailand Forced Deportation of Karen RefugeesBtoma Starts 7am, Friday 5th February,” Burma CagmpaK,
February 4 2010.
®“US lawmakers appeal to Thailand on ethnic Karéagers,” Channel News Asia, Februar{y 3010.
" DVB, February % 2010.
& AP, February % 2010.
® This contradicts an article released by Bemgkok Post at 2pm on February™ which attributed statements to Col.
Noppadol indicating that repatriation would go ahes planned, in spite of protest from rights geumBecause Col.
Noppadol was at the Noe Boh site and speaking etifervers during the day on Februalyiis likely that thisBangkok
Post article was based upon information from the dagrpr See, “Karens to be repatriated as plannBdrigkok Post,
February 8 2010.
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19 Earlier interviews with refugees at the sites lmTSong Yang can be read in “Threatening refouléntemassment and
pressure on refugees in Tha Song Yang District,RGH February % 2010 and “Unsafe return: Threats to human rights
and security for refugees leaving Tha Song Yangridts KHRG, January 27 2010.

Y This argument is also supported by Donald StemhErthe International Crisis Group, who argued207: “the
premature return of displaced persons to their lspnethe absence of security and sustainabildwp, lead quickly to new
displacement, which simply adds new instabilityhte process.” See, “A Seat at the Table: The BblRisplaced Persons
in Peace Talks and Peacebuilding,” ICG Speechessibieer 2007.

125ee Appendix 1 in this report, as well as, “Theeatg refoulement: harassment and pressure onee$uip Tha Song
Yang District,” KHRG, February'$2010.

13 This recommendation is based upon KHRG’s 2008rtefitiage Agency: Rural rights and resistance in a militarized
Karen Sate as well as Donald Steinberg of the Internation@si€ Group, who wrote in 2008: “IDPs themselves best
positioned to know when it is wise and safe tonetThey know what they need in terms of assiggrackages, training
opportunities, transport and rebuilding of basicigloservices... As international mediators presd@dF engagement, they
must... reiterate that IDPs are not mere victimsafflict but an essential piece of the puzzle irkimg and sustaining
peace. Peace processes must benefit from theirl&dge of local conditions, their power to generdwd society support
for agreements, their willingness to return anduilebstable societies, and their commitment to theire of their
countries.” See, “A seat at the table for IDASptced Migration Review, Issue 30, April 2008.

1 For more on the ways refugees in Tha Song Yangraneitoring the situation, see “Unsafe return: Etseto human
rights and security for refugees leaving Tha SoagdDistrict,” KHRG, January 3'72010.
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15 For details on these incidents, see “Unsafe reflinneats to human rights and security for refugeasing Tha Song
Yang District,” KHRG, January 2010; “Security cengs for new refugees in Tha Song Yang: Updatencreased
landmine risks,” KHRG, September 2009.
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For more information on refugees in Tha Song Yang District as well as the impact of the SPDC and
DKBA on villagers in Pa’an District, see the following previously published KHRG reports:

* Threatening refoulement: harassment and pressure on refugees in Tha Song Yang District (February
2010)

» Unsafe return: Threats to human rights and security for refugees leaving Tha Song Yang District
(January 2010)

» Security concerns for new refugees in Tha Song Yang: Update on increased landmine risks
(September 2009)

» Abuse in Pa’an District, Insecurity in Thailand: The dilemma for new refugees in Tha Song Yang
(August 2009)

* Exploitation and recruitment under the DKBA in Pa'an District (June 2009)

» Update on SPDC/DKBA attacks at Ler Per Her and new refugees in Thailand (June 2009)

« Joint SPDC/DKBA attacks, recruitment and the impact on villagers in Dooplaya and Pa’an districts
(May 2009)

16 See, “Unsafe return: Threats to human rights @edrity for refugees leaving Tha Song Yang DisttiKHRG, January
2010; “Abuse in Pa'an District, Insecurity in Thait: The dilemma for new refugees in Tha Song YaK$RG,
September 2009.

"KHRG documented forced labour in the area fromcWhiefugees fled most recently in January 2010e, Sénsafe
return: Threats to human rights and security féugees leaving Tha Song Yang District,” KHRG, Jagu2010.
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