KH RG Karen Human Rights Group
Documenting the voices of villagers in rural Burma
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L “Thailand to repatriate Karen villagers who fled Mygaar army,” Thai News Agency, January 2010.
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2“Rival groups meet on Karen refugees,” Democredtice of Burma, January 2010.

For more on landmines laid following the joint SPIDKBA attacks in June, see “Security concernsnfaw refugees in
Tha Song Yang: Update on increased landmine ris}ddRG, September 2009.
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““Abuse in Pa'an District, Insecurity in Thailarkhe dilemma for new refugees in Tha Song Yang,” KiBeptember
2009.
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For more information on the impact of the SPDC and DKBA on villagers in Pa’an District, see the
following previously published KHRG reports:

» Security concerns for new refugees in Tha Song Yang: Update on increased landmine risks
(September 2009)

» Abuse in Pa’an District, Insecurity in Thailand: The dilemma for new refugees in Tha Song Yang
(August 2009)

* Exploitation and recruitment under the DKBA in Pa'an District (June 2009)

» Update on SPDC/DKBA attacks at Ler Per Her and new refugees in Thailand (June 2009)

» Over 3,000 villagers flee to Thailand amidst ongoing SPDC/DKBA attacks (June 2009)

» Over 700 villagers flee to Thailand amidst fears of SPDC/DKBA attacks on a KNLA camp and IDP
camp in Pa'an District (June 2009)

« Joint SPDC/DKBA attacks, recruitment and the impact on villagers in Dooplaya and Pa’an districts
(May 2009)

® This recommendation is based upon KHRG'’s 2008 rtefitiage Agency: Rural rights and resistance in a militarized
Karen Sate as well as Donald Steinberg of the Internationdi€ Group, who wrote in 2008: “IDPs themselves laest
positioned to know when it is wise and safe tonetifhey know what they need in terms of assistaadages, training
opportunities, transport and rebuilding of basicialoservices... As international mediators presslf2fP engagement,
they must... reiterate that IDPs are not mere victohgonflict but an essential piece of the puzziemaking and
sustaining peace. Peace processes must benefittfireimknowledge of local conditions, their power generate civil
society support for agreements, their willingnesseturn and rebuild stable societies, and theimradment to the future
of their countries.” See, “A seat at the tablelfoPs,” Forced Migration Review, Issue 30, April 2008. While Steinberg’s
article is primarily about inclusion of IDPs, théseno reason his arguments do not apply to thmtsiin of international
refugees. In fact, in a longer version of thectetpresented at the US Institute of Peace in Dbeer®007, he made an
explicit argument for considering IDPs and refugebe of the same status when it comes to questbmclusion in
discussions of repatriation. See, “A Seat at thbld: The Role of Displaced Persons in Peace TalisPeacebuilding,”
ICG Speeches, December 2007.

® See, Steinberg 2007: “Given that there is likelype little domestic pressure for the inclusion@®s in the processes of
peacemaking and post-conflict reconstruction, témffalls to the international community — and artgeular the United
Nations through its mediation efforts and the powfehe UN Security Council — to ensure their papttion.”
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