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&.rwH0h> td.ol.vDRto;zJ  uD;w&H;uD>q.< Az. 
t. uD>&h. t ylR uD>y,DRuD>qXvdRvdmto;'D; uDF. 
wJ>0h> rJqD;M.vDRI 0h>cH zsX. tHR w> 'D.tqXvX olrGJ 
usdvXt,GgvDR0J qluvHRpd; wkRuFD; vdm to;'D; Cd. 
vdmusdM.vDRIAylRuGHmteH.cHqHbsJ. M.<&.rwH0h> tHR 
td.0J'.vX unD'Duvkmw>xl.zsJ.ok; rk> 'd.(ch.tJ. 
tJ.vf th.)w>yXw>qSXzD vmM.vDRIA 0h>tHRuD>y ,DR 
ok; yXb. uhR 0JzJ t [JrRw> xD.'k;'d. 'd. rk>rk> 'D; olu 
bD ,lR'D;wh>vDR rh.yd> zJ 1974eH.0HRtvD>cHM.vDRI1  
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M.tod; ySRqg w>yORw> zd'D;ySRzH;w>rR w>zd vXw>vD>tgylRzJuD>y,DR'Dwbh.tylR[;xD.uhRvDR0J'.M.vDRI ySRqgw> 
yORw> zd'D; ySRul. vJRrRuRzd wz. tg '.w>wuh>[JvX uD;w&H;<Az.t.<A'loxl.0h>'D;0h>wul.M.vDRIAvXySRwz.tHR 

                                                 
1 For more details of the “Battle for Myawaddy,” see “Burmese jets set oil ablaze,” Bangkok Post, March 25th 
1974 and Jonathan Fella, True Love and Bartholomew: rebels on the Burmese border, Cambridge University 
Press, 1991, p.28. 
2 The Asian Highway is a United Nations Economic and Social Council for Asia and the Pacific-supported 
project which aims to link 31 countries in Asia across 140,497 kilometres of roadway.  In Burma the project has 
involved land confiscation and forced labour.  For more information about the Asian Highway, see Development 
by Decree: The politics of poverty and control in Karen State, KHRG, April 2007, p.25-26. 

 
w>*DRvXw>ymzsgxD.w>zDcd.tHR ymzsgxD.uFD.wJ.=uD>y,DRw>&hvdmrkmvdm t 
wdRvX'k;pJbl;uD>y,DR'D;uFD.wJ.uD>vgpJ;ywhbX. 2009eH. M.vDRIAuD>y,DR0h> 
&.rwHrh> rk.usdR0JRuGmtvD>cX.o;'fw>xH.ohvX w>*DRylRtod;tHRM.vDRI A 
(w>*DRA=Ach.th.t.uFH.) 
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tusg M. o0Dzdtg 'Htg*RvXvD>[D.u0DRylR Ch>ylR zsJ;to;cDzsdok;w>qD.oeH;<Aw>rRtXrRoD 'D;usd.ph<Aw>vk>tD.o; 
orl'D;ySR*h>0Db.xGJ w>vdm b. w>b.'db.xH;vX cdcd.vD> [D. u0DRwz.tylRA= AySRoh.wz. tHRph>ud;[J0J'. Aql&.r 
wH'D; AqluFD. wJ. uD> 'D;  [;  Ck0J rk.usdR  0JR uGmw>td.u'krhw  rh> Ckw>cGJ; w> ,mvXw> qgw>yOR'D;w>zH;w>rRM.vDRI 3 
 
rh>xd.o-wDRrk>usdR0JRuGm'D;w>cDxHcDuD>'d.xD.vJRxDtod;w>xXzSd.w>cdw>oGJt-wJRvXok;yXRCmwz. = vXw>vD> w 
wDR'D;w wDR M. td. ph>ud;'D;rk>udsR0JRuGmw>zH;w>rRvXtrh> (usJvXrRM>ph) w>Ch>ql.Chpd; [JtgxD.ph>ud;tgtg*D>*D> M. 
vDRI Aw>cdw>oGJ t -wJR wz.tHR ok;'l.vDRqDvdmto;wz.ymzSd.xD.to;yXqSX&J.usJR0JM.vDRI ok;'l.wz.rh>0J uD> y 
,DRok;zd< uD>pJ.y'd.< AyXRuD>< epu<4A 'H.rd.jcJ. wh.unDbgoDcgok;rk>'d;('H.ch.bH.th.)Aok;zdwz.'D;unDw>rkm w>ck. 
u &X5A (ch.zH.tJ.) ok;zdwz.M. vDRI w>td.o;vX'H. ch.bH. th.ok;rk>w>ysdmwvJto;qlok;cd;uD>qXM.< t0Joh.u 
b.td.uhRvXuD>y,DRok;rk> w>yXw>qSXzD vm'D; uqJ;'d;M>b.w>obhs< 'D;rR 'd.xD.vJRxD.ok;< w>ul.vJRrRuRvX zJ 
w>orH ord;t-wJRwz.M.vDRI6A'D;'fM.tod; 2010 eH. w>CkxX'D; ok;cd;uD>qX w>ysdmwvJ rh> 0HRb.q. w>cdw>oGJt-wJR 
w z. tHR uqJ;td.ol.vDRto;'H;vDRIAw>ymzsgwbh.< *kmusJR pXRymzsgw>rRrk>usdR0JRuGm w>zH;w>rRvXt rh>w>Chql. 
Chpd;w> vXth&S>usJrk>'d.tcd. p;xD.vXolrGJusduwX> zJ&.rwH qlph. wD (ud>vdmusd)zJtbl;'D;yuduD>'d.M.vDRIA 
 
 

w>cdw>oGJtw>td.&J.vDRto; 
  
p;xD.vXolrGJusdM. usJtd.0J'.cHbdvXySRcDvh>vdR uFD.wJ.=uD>y,DRuD>qXM.vDRIAusJwXwbdM. w>cDvhRvdRvX usJ t 
zd;oJp;'f nD Ek>ySR vJRvX uFD.wJ.=uD>y,Dw>&hvdmrkmvdmtwdRzDcd.M.vDRIAw>orHord;t-wJRwz. vd.b.0Jw>cDuD>t 
vHmtk.o;  'D; b.vJRcD zsd y,DR'D; uFD.wJ. ySRyXqSX&J.usJRySREkmvDR[;xD.xHuD>cHcD,>yRvXm(v0u) tw>orHord; 
M.vDRIAvXuD>y,DR wuyRM. uD>y ,DRzdwz. rh>tJ. 'd;[;xD.vXuD>ylRM.ub.[h.0J phA1<000uF; (trJ&uRph 0I92'D 
v.)

7
A 'D;rhrh>ySRxH*km uD>*RzdM.ub.[h.0J A500 b;uDF.wJ. ph A(14I88 'Dv.)AvXuvJREkmb.t*D>M.vDRI 

 
usJcHbdwbdM.rh>usJvXtrHR'd. vXw>cDuD>qXvXwdRzDvm=ub.cD*molrGJusd'D;csHpJ;rhwrh>'D; odvh.cD.y.uD. uGD> w z. 
M.vDRIA vX w> qSXvh>vdRvXcsHrh>*hR<AvXodvh.cD.y.uD.uGD>rh>*hR w>ub.[h.ph A500uF; (trJ&uRph 0I46'D v.) M. 
vDRI vXuD>y,DRwuyR ySRcDvh> vdR w>wz.ub.vJRcDzsd epu<AyXRuD><AuD>y,DRok;rk> 'D;'H.ch.bH.th.ok;zdw> orH o 
rd; t-wJRwz. M.vDRIA ySRvJR w>zdw z.ub. [h.ph (500 ) uF;'D; 500 uF;vXxX.'D;w> bd. w>pSXRt*D> zJcDzsd-wJR w z.M> 
vDRIAvXolrGJusd'DwbdM. w>Chw>cd w>oGJt-wJR td. 0J'. ,J>wDRzJ&.rwH[D.u0DRylRtHRM.vDRIAb.q. w>cDvh>vdRt 
usJvXxHcH'D;xHx. vX,HRM. w>xHM>tDRtd.ph>ud;vDRI 
 
eDReDRzJw>ud>cgqXuwD> (vgzhR-blRtg&HRwkRvgrhR) olrGJusdM.cDvXcD.ohvDRI Ab.q.oemuh etz'D; 'H.ch.bH.th.ok; 
'l.vX tyXR Cm olrGJusduX>cd.'Dwbdwz.M. wysJySRcD*mxHvXcD.b.<AySRvXrh>tJ.'d;vh>vdRwz.ub.'D;csH'D;odvh. 
cD.ymuD.uGD>'D;[h. t bl;tvJ M.vDRIAusJvXwdRzDvmwzd;oJp;tw>bl;w>vJM.xJod;wkRod;vdmto; 'D;usJvXwdRzD 
cd. (w>vXmbl.vXmphtgxD.0J vX ySR vXtpdm'D; w>bd.'D;xX.wz.) t*D><Ab.q.usJwbdtHR trHR'd.cDzsdw>uGJ;vHm 
tk.o;'D; w>orHord;t-wJRwz.wtd.b.t Cdrh>w> *H>ql.vX ySRvJRw>zdt*D>vDRI A-wJRwz.vXttd.ol. vDR to; 
xHusd'DwbdM. w>oh.ngtDR'H; w>xXph-wJR< wrh>ySRorHo rd;uG>ySR vJREkm[; xD. t-wJRb.M.vDRI AusJ tHR tbsK; td.0J 
vX ySRuD>y,DRzd[JrRw>zJuDF.wJ.uD>ylRvXwtd.'D; vHmtk.o;wz. vh>vdRvh>xD.vXud;rk> eHR'J; t*D>M.vDRIA 
 
'fw>cDvh>vdRuD>qXvXwzd;oJ;p;tgxD.tod;<Aw>b.bsK;b.zSd.td.tg0JvX 'H.ch.bH.th.'D;etzok;rk>'D;ySRb.rl 
b.'gvXok; w z. teD>w*Rrk>usdR0JRuGmtw>rRb.C;w>xXql.pht*D>M.vDRIAb.q. etzok;vXw>qSXxD.tDRzJ 

                                                 
3 For an in-depth examination of the relationship between exploitative military rule in rural Karen State, the 
resulting poverty and livelihoods vulnerability and migration abroad in search of wage labour, see Abuse, 
Poverty and Migration: Investigating migrants’ motivations to leave home in Burma, KHRG, June 2009. 
4 Na Sa Ka; the SPDC’s ‘Border Defense’ force—not to be confused with the new Border Guard Forces into 
which ceasefire groups are to transform.  For more on the DKBA’s Border Guard Force transformation see 
Forced recruitment of child soldiers: An interview with two DKBA deserters, KHRG, August 2009. 
5 Karen Peace Force, Nyein Chan Yay A’Pweh (“Peace Group”) in Burmese; formed in 1997 by defected KNLA 
officer Thu Mu Heh and now allied with the SPDC. 
6 Brian McCarten, Victory over the KNU, new order on the Thai-Burma border, Mizzima, July 5th 2009, 
accessed at http://www.mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2405-victory-over-knu-new-order-on-thai-burma-
border.html on September 28th 2009. 
7
 This report uses the current market exchange rate of 1,090 Burmese kyat to one US dollar. 
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w>[JEkmM. vDRIAp;xD.vXvgtDul; 2009eH. vHR vHR etzok;vXt [H;rl'g zJ&.rwH[D.u0DRM.rh>0Jetzok;-wdR crw 
(22)  M.vDRIAok;w'l.tHR[l; *JR0JCkm'D; ch.zH. tJ.'D; 'H.ch.bH. th. ok;uhA(999)A'D;ok;uh(5)

8
Atok;&h.A(907)AM.vDRI 

 
rh>[;xD.vX&.rwH0h><Ath&S>usJrk>'d.qJ;vJRqlngrk>Ekmutd.  (13) uHvdrHxX.  (8rHRvmC.C.)<AvJRcDzsdb.0J  w> zH;w> 
rR[D.u 0DR'd.vDRqDzJttd.ol.vDRto;wcsK;wkRvXoh.u.nHReDRo0D<Ab.q. (rh>uG>vXetz[D.cd.*DRM.)

9
 Atd. 

'H;'.vX &.rwHuD> q.tylR M. vDRI AusJrk>'d.vJRcDywm0JwDeDRupX>zJwcsK;vJRvDRvXysD[D.u0DRvXunDuD>pJ. rk> Ekm w 
uyRvX'D;vJRwkR uD; w &H;0h> M.vDRIAusJrk>tHR qJ;vJRqlysD[D.u0DRz.t.0h>=vXtrh>uD>pJ.0h>cd.='D;ql'lo xl. 0h>'D; qJ; 
vJRwkR0h>wul.M. vDRIA vXth&S>usJ rk> 'd.'Dw bdtzDcd.p;xD. vX&.rwH'D;0h>wul.tbX.pXRM. Aw>orHord;t-wJRtd. 
ol.vDRto;utd.twDR A(20) ACmCmM.  vDRIA'D; -wJRwz.tHR w>yXRCmtDR vX uD>y,DRok;zd<AyXRuD><Aw>orHord;ySR 
cD uD>tySRb.rlb.'gw z.<Aepu<A'D;'H.ch.bH.th.ok;zdok; u h (999)  'D;ok;uh  (5)  tok;&h.  (907) 'D; ch.zH.tJ.wz.M. 
vDRIA-wJRweDRM. w>yXRCmtDRxJ'.uD>y,DR ok;rk>tok;zd'D;etztySR b.rlb.'gwz.M. vDRIAvXw> *h>t*RweDR<A'f 
rh>oh.u.nHReDRw>orHord;t-wJRM. ok;'l.wz.[l;*JR0J'.wylRCDM>vDRIA 
 

 
w>cdw>oGJt-wJRvXw>orHord;t-wJRud;wDR'J;M.< txXphtgtd.0J'. (8)wDRzJ&.rwHwkRudRvdmusdM.vDRI w>orHo 
rd;t-wJR (8) wDR tHRw>uGJ;zsg'fteD>*H>&J.tod;p;xD.vXrk>Ekm'D;qlrk>xD.p;xD.to;zJ&.rwH0h>M.vDRI  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
8
 In May 2009, the DKBA established Brigade #5 under the command of Na Khaung Mway (Saw Ler Pwe).  

DKBA Brigade #5 includes Battalions #901, 905, 906, 907 and 909 which operate in the Kya-In Seik Kyi, 
Kawkareik and Myawaddy areas. 
9
 The establishment of the Myawaddy Special Industrial Zone was reportedly announced in October 2005 (Guy 

Lubeigt, 2007, “Industrial zones in Burma and Burmese labour in Thailand,” in Myanmar: The State, 
Community and the Environment, p.162).  Construction and development subsequently began in 2007.  The total 
area for the Special Industrial Zone is set to cover 1.73 square kilometres. 

 
w>*DRvXpkph.M.ymzsgw>orHord;t-wJRzJth&S>usJrk>'d.tzDcd.z Jw> zH;w> rR[D.u0DR'd.vDRqDzJttd.bl;'D;oh.u.nHReDR[D.u0DR zJ&.rwH0h>csXM.vDRI  Aw> 
*DRvXpkxGJM.rh>w>orHord;t-wJRzJoh.u.nHReDRo0DvXttd.zJ&.rwH'D;uD;w&H;tbX.pXRM.vDRIA-wJRwwDRtHRb.w>yXqSXtDRvX etzok;zd<  Aw>orH o 
rd;ySRcD uD>tySRb.rlb.'g(v0u)wz.<Aepu'D;'H.ch.bH.th.'D;ch.zH.tJ.tok;zdwz.M.vDRIAw>*DRwz.tHRw>'dM>tDRzJvgtDul;A27oD 2009eH. 
M.vDRI (w>*DRA=Ach.th.t.uFH.) 

 w>orHord;tw>orHord;tw>orHord;tw>orHord;t----wJRtd.ol.vDRto;wJRtd.ol.vDRto;wJRtd.ol.vDRto;wJRtd.ol.vDRto;    
1 w> zH;w> rR[D.u0DR'd.vDRqD 
2 oh.u.nHReDRo0D 
3 uD;w&H;0h> 
4 uFdwwg(wdR) 
5 o.vURwdR(Cd.vdmusdwdR) 
6 'loxl.0h> 
7 rl.yvhR(rd.yvhR) o0D 
8 udRvdmusdxHusd 
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-wJRt'd. (8)wDRtHR vXugz;'d.t*D> nDEk>Ch(wymCkmoh.u.nHReDR) w>cdw>oGJ phA100<000 uF; wkRA300<000uF; (trJ 
&uRph 91I52 'D; 275I23 'Dv.)'D;vX ugzdt*D> Ch0J zJA10<000'D; 30<000 (trJ&uRph 9I17'D; 27I52'Dv.) tbX. pXR M. 
vDRI ugvXwwDySR vJRw> zdb. ph>ud;ub.[h. 3<000 uF;A(trJ&uRph 2I75'Dv.)A  M.vDRIAt'd=rh>[;xD.vX&.rwH 0h> 
M. w>orHord;t  -wJR wXwzsX. vXttd.ol. vDRto;zJ w>zH;w>rRt[D.u0DR'd.vDRqD M. b. w>yXqSX&J. usJRtDRvX 
epu<Aetzok;zd'D; uD>pJ.ySRM>pdM>urDRwz.< A'D;'H.ch.bH. th.'D;ch.zH.tJ.ok;zdwz.M.vDRIAugzdud;cd.'J;vX tvJRcD 
zsd-wJRtHR ub. [h.ph 30<000uF; (trJ&uRph 27I52'Dv.)'D;ugz;'d.ud; cd. 'J; vXtvJRcDzsd-wJRtHRub.[h.0Jph    
A300<000 uF; (trJ&uRph 275I23 'Dv.)AM.vDRI  
 
oh.u.nHReDRw>orHord;t-wJRM. td.ol.vDRto;zJtwvX w>zH;w>rR[D.u'd.vDRqD t-wJRwqJ;zdvXb. w>yX 
qSXtDRvX etz ok;zd< uD>pJ.ySRM>pdM>urDRyXRuD>(yvH;) Ckm'D;'H.ch.bH.th.'D;ch.zH.tJ.ok;zdwz.M.vDRIAw>cdw>oGJzJ 
tHRM.pSRM.'H; w>cd w>oGJvX w> orHord;wDRt*Rwz.vDRIAzJoh.u.nHReDR-wJRtHRugzdud;cd.'J;ub.[h.w>cdw>oGJ ph 
3<000uF;A(trJ&uRph 2I75' v.) 'D;ug'd.ud; cd.'J;ub.[h. phA15<000uF;( (trJ&uRph 13I76'Dv.) M.vDRIAySReDugzd 
wz.nDEk>ChpdphvX ?o;orlw>tk. uDRt yOR/(touf tm;rcHa-u;) zJA500'D; 1<000uF;tbX.pXR'fod;t0Joh.u[h. 
w>Ch vDRqDzJoh.u.nHReDR'D;'D;wbsDwcD. W vd.b.[h.w>Choh. wz.tHR b.M.vDRI10 
 
w>Chql.w>cdw>oGJvX w>orHord;-wJR(8)wDRtrJmng< Aw>Chql.Chpd;vXw>vD>t*Rtd.xD.ph>ud;0JvDRIAzJodvh.w 
z.td.ywkm tcg ySRvJRw>zdwz. (wymCkmySRzdo.'D;ySRo;yS>wz.) ub.pH.vDR'D;b.vJRcDzsdw>orHord;t-wJRvX 
cD.M.vDRIAzJM. ok;zdw z.ChuG> vJRw>zdtvHmtk.o;(rSwfyHkwif)'D;ySRvXwtd.'d;vHmtk.o;wz. Chql.ph A1<000AuF; 
'D;ySRvXtd.'D;vHmtk.o;wz. ChA500uF;vX ?xHcsDqXrhwrh>w>rRbl./ t*D>M.vDRI AySRvJRw>zdweDRymzsg0JvX  ok;zd 
wz.tJ.'d;rRwHmwmw>'D; CkuG>0JySR o0Dzd vXcdcd. 'lo0DvXt wemtD.0Jwz. tvdRt,D>zJw>orHord;t-wJRM.vDRIA 
tgM.tM>< zJrd.yvhRw>orHord;t-wJRM.  ok;zdwz. uG>Ck0Jw>vDRwH>vDRqJ; ugud;cd.'J;'D;w>zdw>vHRvX twD0Jwz. 
M.vDRIAzJw>orHord;-wJRt0JtHRM. ok;zdwz.[H;M>ql.0J odtD. 'D;w>zDqXtbd.(ql;rl;)vX w>[JuhRpdm0JvX uFD.wJ. 
uD>cDzsdym0JvX w>zdw>vHRwz.tHRw>pdmEkmtDRvX wzd;oJp;b.M.vDRI 11  
 
-wJRz;'d.(*)wDRtrJmng<Aw>orHord;-wJRvXtqH;td.0J (12)wDRvXok;rk>wz.[l;*JRCkrRM>tgxD.ph vXusJtoDM. 
vDRI A-wJRzd w z.tHRwbsDwcD.w>ydmwdmwJm0.wbdrhwrh> w>whurDmxD.usJrk> ok;zdwz.ud;ywkmodvh. wz.'D;Chql. 
phM.vDRIA-wJRzdwz. tHR w>yX qSXtDRvX 'H.ch.bH.th.'D;ch.zH.tJ.ok;zdvXysD[D.u0DRylR'D; etzok;zdwcDrR0JvX wDeD> 
upX>vdRM.vDRIAw>Chql.vX –-wJR wz.tHR nDEk>Ch0J'.ugwcd. 200uF;wkR 500uF;'D;ySRvJRw>zdwz. w>Chtphb.I  
 
w>orHord;-wJRz;'d.(8)wDR'D;tqH;(12)trJmng< w>Chql.wpd>wvD>t'JzdvXusJrk>'d.'DwbdtzDcd.M.td.ph>ud; vDR I  
-wJRoh. w z. nDEk> w>'k;td.xD.tDRvX uD>y,DRok;rk>vXtp;xD.[JEkmtd.oDoDvX[D.u0DRylR'D;td.'.wkRok;rk> wzk 
M.qDwvJuGHm to; M.vDRI w>Chql.tvk>tyORM. nDEk>ugwcd. 200uF;wkR500uF;M.vDRIAnDEk>M. w>Chql.t'JzdM. 
w>cGJ;to;td.0JvX ?bD;cGef aqmifyg/rhw rh> ?vrf;toHk;jyKcay;aqmifyg/ A=tcDynDySReDugzdub.rRvDRp>ug'D; ugp 
yJR,R 

12
A (ySRrRpXRySReDug) b.[h. ugbh vJRw>tyORrhwrh> ub. [h.w>oltD.usJt yORqlok;zdrhwrh> ySRvXtqX xX. 

cd;  w>vXusJw*RM.vDRI  
 
'lzdo0DzdvXtvJRb.uhRb.zJ th&S>usJrk>'d.tzDcd.p;xD.vX &.rwHwkR0h>wul.wz. utkupGgqlch.th.t.uFH.t 
td.b.C; w> orH ord;t-wJRtd.&J.vDRto;tgwvXvXusJ'DwbdtzDcd.'D; rRwHmwmw>ud;wDR'J;<Aw>qXuwD>vXm 
cDuvD'D;tgM> trJmng Ch ql.0J usd.phvXud;wDR'J;M>vDRIAb.C;'D;w>*h>oh.wz.tHRAySRvJRw>zdwz.ymzsgxD.0JvXcD 
zsdusJ (usJbX.wDRweDR) w*hRb. 'D;usJ tuH>tpD ph>ud;w*hRb.tCdw>wHmwmtd.0J'.M.vDRIAt'd= cDzsdvX usJtH.zJwD 

                                                 
10 One individual who travelled this route told KHRG that he had previously inquired why the soldiers referred 
to this money as “life insurance fees.”  He was told in response that, if his vehicle crashed on its way through 
the mountains (located just past Thin Gan Nyi Naung), the soldiers would need some money to send him and the 
other passengers to hospital or collect and bury their dead bodies. 
11 It is not entirely clear why these particular items are restricted; and why they are restricted at the Mupalin 
checkpoint and not at Myawaddy on the Thai-Burma border.  It is possible that, since some Thai products are 
considered by people in Burma to be of higher quality than their Burmese equivalents, such restrictions aim to 
benefit domestic companies by eliminating the competition of foreign goods; but since the restrictions are 
imposed at Mupalin, this would only apply to Rangoon and central Burma.  The Mupalin checkpoint is the last 
checkpoint on the Asian Highway before the Sitaung River checkpoint, which marks the official border of Mon 
State and Pegu (Bago) Division. 
12 In Burmese, the English word “spare” is used to refer to the ticket/fare collector working on passenger 
vehicles who also helps load baggage and handle procedures at checkpoints. 
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eDRupX>cdM.< Aodvh.wz.ysJvdmto; vXusJ wDR wohb. tCd ySRb.rlb.'gwz. ymeD.Cm0Jodvh.tvDRweHR txD. 
weHRM.vDRIAySRvJRw>zdwz.ub. &J.usJR tw>qX uwD>'f w>ymeD.tDR tod; rhwrh>ub.td.cd;0Jw>qXuwD>vX'Dw 
eHRtwD>ylRM.vDRIA'fySRvXw>zdw*RvX vJRvh>vdR0J'.zJusJw bdtHRtzD cd.w,Hm'fb.w*R wJ zsg0Jqlch.th.t.uFH.t 
od; < 
 

?usJtHRwvJ>tgtgb.tCdw>ymyeD.Cmw>vJRw>uhRrk>eHRM.vDRIAt'd= usJzJwDeDRupX> cd.'D;uD;w&H;t 
bX.pXRM. usJ tH. 0J'.vXvh.cHcd.uvJRw>wbsDt*D>M.vDRIA'D; cDzsdusJM.vJRcDzsd0JvhtCdM.vDRIAvXw>M. 
tCd (etzySRM>pdM> urDR wz.) 'k;td.xD.w>bsXodvh.uhRvDRweHR'D;[JuhRxD.weHRM.vDRIAw>wbysJod 
vh.vXuvJRw>vXtxD'gw>bsX tHR M.b. vDRI (b.q.) AwbsDwcD. etzok;cd.e>'D;cd.e>'d.xDvX&.rwH 
wz.rh>tJ.'d;vJRvXuDw&H;M. odvh.wz. trk> eHR rh> b.xD. rhw rh> b.vDRb.q.w> wysJRt0Joh. b.IAod 
vh.ud;cd.'J;ub.td.cd;w>vXupX>cD.xH;wkRcd.e>odvh. wz.vJRuymuGHmt 0J oh.M.vDRIAwbsDwcD. t 
0Joh.ub.td.cd;w>wkRrk>Ch>vDRwkRcd.e>wz.vJRwvXuGHmt0J oh. 'D;t0Joh. b.p;xD. xD.0J u pX>'D;qJ; 
vJRwkR&.rwH0h>M.vDRI/ 

 

 
w>uwdRusX>wH> 
 
w>orHord;t-wJR'D; w>xXzSd.pht'JvXttd.&J.vDRto;vXth&S>usJrk>'d.tzDcd.p;xD.&.erwHwkR0h>wul.wz.M. 
rRvDRxk; w> vJR w>uhR<Aw>0Hpdm wDqSX'D;rk>usdR0JRuGmvXpH;wz.vJRw&H;to;wohvXRb.M.vDRIAw>o rH ord;t-wJR 
wz.tHR'k;eJ. zsg0JxH uD>ywD>usd.phw>bsX'D; vD>[D.u0DR ywD>w>[H;M>w>bsK;w>zSd.wz.t w>bs;pJvdmto;M. 
vDRIAySR[l;*JRvXxH&l>uD>oJ;'D; ySRu wdRpXRw>wz. wJtXwJoDw>tod; = tw>uwdRb.C;etzol xHuD> usdmphqlok; 
tw>olw>pGJtylRM. tgM>'H;ol0JvXw> ul.b. ul.oht*D>'D;w>td.ql.td.chst *D>M.rh>w>rh>w>wDvDRIAb.q.vDR 
vRzk.ok;'l.'D;ySRb.rlb.'gvXysDylRwz. w 'd;M>b. usdm ph rRpXRb.M.vDRIAwtJ.'d;[h.w>rRpXR tHR td.'D;w>ynd. 
vDRwH>vDRqJ;'D;ok;zdvXtd.vXw>zDvmwz. ub.Ck'. teD> up> w> [JEkmM.vDRIA'D; usJoElvX uD>y,DRok;rk>rR 0JtHR 
ud;0JvX A?w>qXxX.vXeD>up>cD.oEl/ rhwrh>? rRM>w>bsK;w> zSd. vX [D.cd. uyHmtzDcd.usJoEl/ wz.M.vDRI13Aw> 
*H>w>usdRcDzsd ok;'l. 'D;vD>vRzk.ok;cd.ok;e> vX ysDylRwz. w'd;M>b.w>rRpXRvXvXySJRySJR<A 'D;w>xH.w&SJwysD wz. 
ymzSd. xD.to;'D;uJxD.uhRw>[H;M>w>bsK;w>zSd.vXcdcd.vD>[D.u0DRwz.t*H>cD.xH;cD.bdM.vDRI14  cDzsdw>[;xD. 
uhRvDR 'D; yeHmw>uRAtgxD.tCd w>orHord;t-wJRvXuD>qX'D; w>xXusdmpht-wJRvXth&S>usJrk>'d.'Dwbdt zDcd.M. rh> 
w>rR bsK;rRzSd. vDRqD'.w>vXvD>[D.u0DRok;ySRb.rlb.'gvX[D.u0DRylRwz.M.t*D>vDRI15Ab.q.'D; w>[H;M> 
ql.  tHR[JuJxD.to;vJRvJRxDxD uJxD.to;vX[D.u0DRt*Rwz.ph>ud;M.vDRI16AvXunD uD>pJ.'D;wbh.'D;vX 
uD>y,DRcdcd.[D. u0DRuD>pJ.ySRrlb.'g'D;ok;ySRrlb.'gwz.ol0JtvD>tvR'D; rRM>w>bsK;w>zSd. vXteD>u p>'. 

                                                 
13 This ‘live off the land’ policy became explicit in 1997, when Burma’s War Office issued an order instructing 
the country’s 12 Regional Commanders that troops “were to meet their basic logistical needs locally, rather 
than rely on the central supply system” (Andrew Selth, Burma’s Armed Forces: Power Without Glory, Norwalk: 
Eastbridge, 2002 p. 136).  See also, Mary Callahan, “Of kyay-zu and kyet-zu: the military in 2006,” pp. 36-53 in 
Monique Skidmore and Trevor Wilson (eds.), Myanmar: The State, Community and the Environment, Canberra: 
Asia Pacific Press, 2007 p. 46. 
14 In May 2000, the Far Eastern Economic Review went so far as to say that the ‘self-reliance’ policy was 
encouraging troops stationed near Myawaddy to participate in the cross-border narcotics trade: “Ordered by 
Rangoon to ‘live off the land,’ a command implying permission to become involved in the drugs trade, 
according to a senior Thai army source… troops’ sole source of income is facilitating the flow of 
methamphetamines and heroin across the border.”  See, “Intelligence: Burmese Troops ‘Live Off the Land’,” 
Far Eastern Economic Review, May 2000. 
15 In an ‘economic profile’ of corruption and the border trade at Three Pagodas Pass, the next border crossing 
south of Myawaddy, in December 2008 the Human Rights Foundation of Monland described a similar 
relationship between the self-reliance policy and SPDC profiteering on the border trade: "Naypyidaw directs the 
Burmese army to support itself through 'self reliance,' and the battalions that rotate through Three Pagodas 
[Pass] undoubtedly view it as a lucrative posting, before they return to the violence of the countryside." 
Protecting Their Rice Pots: An economic profile of trade and corruption in Three Pagodas Pass, Human Rights 
Foundation of Monland, December 2008, accessed at http://www.rehmonnya.org/data/MFReport12-08.pdf on 
October 5th 2009. 
16 Villagers’ have reported similar forms of extortion across much of south-eastern Burma.  See, for example, 
Economic Predation: Taxation, extortion and commandeering in Mon State, Human Rights Foundation of 
Monland, March 2009, accessed at http://www.rehmonnya.org/data/Report-March09.pdf on October 5th 2009. 
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0Jt*D> [H;M>ql.w>vX ySRw0X'D; ySRrRyeHmw>umzd< ySRrRw>zd'D;ySRvJRw>zd(vXusJtzDcd.) wz.ttd. M. vDRI A'D; w> 
vXmbl.vXmphvXw>oltDRzJ w>[H;M>w> bsK; wz.tHRM. rRywkmuGHmyeHmw>umvXtqH;wz.'D; rRqH; vDRpSRvD> *H>cD. 
xH;rk>usdm0JRuGmw>*kRxD.yoDxD.M.vDRI  
 
 
For more information on the impact of the SPDC and DKBA on villagers in Pa’an District, 
see the following previously published KHRG reports: 
 
• Security concerns for new refugees in Tha Song Yang: Update on increased landmine 

risks, September 2009 
• Abuse in Pa’an District, Insecurity in Thailand: The dilemma for new refugees in Tha Song 

Yang, August 2009 
• Exploitation and recruitment under the DKBA in Pa'an District, June 2009 
• Update on SPDC/DKBA attacks at Ler Per Her and new refugees in Thailand, June 

2009 
• Over 3,000 villagers flee to Thailand amidst ongoing SPDC/DKBA attacks, June 2009 
• Over 700 villagers flee to Thailand amidst fears of SPDC/DKBA attacks on a KNLA camp 

and IDP camp in Pa'an District, June 2009 
• Joint SPDC/DKBA attacks, recruitment and the impact on villagers in Dooplaya and Pa’an 

districts, May 2009 
• Extortion and restrictions under the DKBA in Pa'an District, March 2009 
 
Recent photos from the area are presented in KHRG Photo Gallery 2008 and KHRG Photo 
Gallery 2009.  These and other KHRG reports and maps of the region can be found on the 
KHRG web site at http://www.khrg.org. 
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