KH RG Karen Human Rights Group
Documenting the voices of villagers in rural Burma
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! For more details of the “Battle for Myawaddy,” s&irmese jets set oil ablazeBangkok PostMarch 25'
1974 and Jonathan Fell@rue Love and Bartholomew: rebels on the BurmesddspCambridge University
Press, 1991, p.28.

2 The Asian Highway is a United Nations Economic @utial Council for Asia and the Pacific-supported
project which aims to link 31 countries in Asia@ss 140,497 kilometres of roadway. In Burma theggat has
involved land confiscation and forced labour. Fare information about the Asian Highway, $&velopment
by Decree: The politics of poverty and control iar&n StateKHRG, April 2007, p.25-26.
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% For an in-depth examination of the relationshipwieen exploitative military rule in rural Karen Stathe
resulting poverty and livelihoods vulnerability amdaigration abroad in search of wage labour, Abese,
Poverty and Migration: Investigating migrants’ madtions to leave home in Burm&HRG, June 2009.

* Na Sa Kathe SPDC'’s ‘Border Defense’ force—not to be ceefll with the new Border Guard Forces into
which ceasefire groups are to transform. For nwrehe DKBA's Border Guard Force transformation see
Forced recruitment of child soldiers: An interviewith two DKBA deserter&HRG, August 2009.

® Karen Peace Forcblyein Chan Yay A’PwetiPeace Group”) in Burmese; formed in 1997 by difddNLA
officer Thu Mu Heh and now allied with the SPDC.

® Brian McCarten,Victory over the KNU, new order on the Thai-Burmarder, Mizzima, July & 2009,
accessed at http://www.mizzima.com/news/inside-burma/2405-vigtover-knu-new-order-on-thai-burma-
border.htmlon September 382009.

This report uses the current market exchangeofat€d90 Burmese kyat to one US dollar.
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In May 2009, the DKBA established Brigade #5 untiercommand of Na Khaung Mway (Saw Ler Pwe).
DKBA Brigade #5 includes Battalions #901, 905, 9987 and 909 which operate in the Kya-In Seik Kyi,
Kawkareik and Myawaddy areas.

The establishment of the Myawaddy Special Indak#one was reportedly announced in October 20y (G
Lubeigt, 2007, “Industrial zones in Burma and Busm&bour in Thailand,” iMyanmar: The State,
Community and the Environmept162). Construction and development subsequbetian in 2007. The total
area for the Special Industrial Zone is set to cdvé3 square kilometres.
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19 One individual who travelled this route told KHR&at he had previously inquired why the soldiefemred
to this money as “life insurance fees.” He wasl tiol response that, if his vehicle crashed on #y trough
the mountains (located just past Thin Gan Nyi Nautige soldiers would need some money to send halrtlze
other passengers to hospital or collect and bugly ttead bodies.

1t is not entirely clear why these particular itemre restricted; and why they are restricted etMpalin
checkpoint and not at Myawaddy on the Thai-Burmedén It is possible that, since some Thai proslace
considered by people in Burma to be of higher quadtian their Burmese equivalents, such restristiaim to
benefit domestic companies by eliminating the caitipae of foreign goods; but since the restrictioase
imposed at Mupalin, this would only apply to Rang@md central Burma. The Mupalin checkpoint is |&st
checkpoint on the Asian Highway before the SitaRinger checkpoint, which marks the official bordémon
State and Pegu (Bago) Division.

12|1n Burmese, the English word “spare” is used ferreo the ticket/fare collector working on passeng
vehicles who also helps load baggage and handizgues at checkpoints.
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3 This ‘live off the land’ policy became explicit 997, when Burma’s War Office issued an orderrimsing

the country’s 12 Regional Commanders that troopsré to meet their basic logistical needs locatbther
than rely on the central supply systefAndrew SelthBurma’s Armed Forces: Power Without GlpNorwalk:
Eastbridge, 2002 p. 136). See also, Mary Callat@hkyay-zu and kyet-zu: the military in 2006,” p6-53 in
Monique Skidmore and Trevor Wilson (edd4yanmar: The State, Community and the Environm@anberra:
Asia Pacific Press, 2007 p. 46.

1 1n May 2000, theFar Eastern Economic Reviewent so far as to say that the ‘self-reliance’igolwas
encouraging troops stationed near Myawaddy to gpate in the cross-border narcotics trad@rdered by
Rangoon to ‘live off the land,” a command implyipgrmission to become involved in the drugs trade,
according to a senior Thai army source... troops’esaource of income is facilitating the flow of
methamphetamines and heroin across the bord&ee, “Intelligence: Burmese Troops ‘Live Ofketihand’,”
Far Eastern Economic RevieMay 2000.

'3 n an ‘economic profile’ of corruption and the Her trade at Three Pagodas Pass, the next bomksingy
south of Myawaddy, in December 2008 the Human Righbundation of Monland described a similar
relationship between the self-reliance policy afiDE profiteering on the border trad&dypyidaw directs the
Burmese army to support itself through 'self retiaf and the battalions that rotate through Thresg&das
[Pass] undoubtedly view it as a lucrative postifigfore they return to the violence of the countigsi
Protecting Their Rice Pots: An economic profildrafle and corruption in Three Pagodas Padsman Rights
Foundation of Monland, December 2008, accessdutpt/www.rehmonnya.org/data/MFReport12-08. jaif
October %' 2009.
18 Villagers’ have reported similar forms of extortiacross much of south-eastern Burma. See, fangea
Economic Predation: Taxation, extortion and comneerihg in Mon StateHuman Rights Foundation of
Monland, March 2009, accessechép://www.rehmonnya.org/data/Report-March09.pdfOctober  2009.
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For more information on the impact of the SPDC and DKBA on villagers in Pa’an District,
see the following previously published KHRG reports:

* Security concerns for new refugees in Tha Song Yang: Update on increased landmine
risks, September 2009

¢ Abuse in Pa’an District, Insecurity in Thailand: The dilemma for new refugees in Tha Song
Yang, August 2009

* Exploitation and recruitment under the DKBA in Pa'an District, June 2009

» Update on SPDC/DKBA attacks at Ler Per Her and new refugees in Thailand, June
2009

» Over 3,000 villagers flee to Thailand amidst ongoing SPDC/DKBA attacks, June 2009

» Over 700 villagers flee to Thailand amidst fears of SPDC/DKBA attacks on a KNLA camp
and IDP camp in Pa'an District, June 2009

« Joint SPDC/DKBA attacks, recruitment and the impact on villagers in Dooplaya and Pa’an
districts, May 2009

» Extortion and restrictions under the DKBA in Pa‘an District, March 2009

Recent photos from the area are presented in KHRG Photo Gallery 2008 and KHRG Photo
Gallery 2009. These and other KHRG reports and maps of the region can be found on the
KHRG web site at http://www.khrg.org.
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