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ok;rk>t ylRzJ vg,lRvHA20oDA2009eH.<AzJw>rXql.uJok;w 
vg0HRt vD>cHM.vDRIAt0Joh.tw>tk.o;wz. rh>0J w>tk. 
o;vX 'H.ch. bH. th.w>zDql.ok;vXt[JxD.to;p; xD. 
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'H.ch.bH.th. w>xXql.ok;zJtylRuGHmw,Hm'H;b.M. uJxD.to;wbsDCD'D;etz *kmusJRpXR rX ySRrRw>ywkmw>c;u&X 
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w>td.zSd.w>uGJ;eD.tod;<A'H.ch.bH.th. ySRyXRvD>qh.eDR Atlo.xluFD.'D; cd.e>'d.xD.vXt*R tX.vDRwl>vdm0JvX u 
ysdmvJ'H.ch.bH.th.ql ok;cD;uD>qX 

2
'D;ymvDRw>&J.w>usJRvXw>ysdmvJto;t*D> 'D; ub.rRtgxD.ok;eD.*H>toD 3000  

                                                           
1 Myanmar: Towards the elections, International Crisis Group, August 20th 2009, p 14. 
2 Aside from the DKBA, at least one other ethnic Karen cease-fire group is confirmed to be re-forming into 
SPDC Border Guard Forces.  The Karen Peace Force, which was formed when KNLA Colonel Thuh Muh Heh 
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16oD<AzJwMqguD>q.tylR rD.cFH.ol. [h.vDRw>uvk>vdRvdRql o0D 'D;u&l>cd.e>wz.td. vXu[h.tDRok;oDt*D>M. 
vDRIA'D;[h.vDRw>uvk>w,Hmb.0HRtvD>cH<AtpSRuwX>o0D(119)zsX. Ch>ylRzsJ;to;vXw>xXok;oD'D; [Jtd.u'k0J 
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(180)zsX.tcd.vXt[JxD.w>td.zSd.wz. vXo0Dud;zsX.'J;ub. [h.o0DzdvXub.rRw>'f'H.ch.bH.th.ok;zd'D;o 
MRxD.to;vXo0D

6
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agreed to a ceasefire in 1997, is reported to be planning to make the transformation.  See, for instance, “KPF 
must attend training and remove its gate,” Kwekalu, May 10th 2009 or “The KPF prepares to become Border 
Guard Force in Three Pagodas Pass,” The Independent Mon News Agency (IMNA), May 20th 2009.  The 
KNU/KNLA-Peace Council, formed in 2007 when Major-General Htain Maung (formerly a Brigadier-General 
and the Commander of KNLA’s 7th Brigade) agreed to a ceasefire with the SPDC, has also been rumored to be 
transforming into a Border Guard Force.  See, “Htain Maung Agrees to Border Deal with Junta,” The 
Irrawaddy, February 11th 2009. No other source has confirmed the story by the Irrawaddy, though IMNA did 
report that the group had opened a new office in Three Pagodas Pass and appeared to be preparing to operate an 
“economic zone” along the border. See, “Ethnic Karen armed group announces new, official presence in Three 
Pagodas Pass,” IMNA, March 30th 2009. 
3 Minutes to this meeting, dated May 7th 2009, are on file with KHRG. 
4
 See, Joint SPDC/DKBA attacks, recruitment and the impact on villagers in Dooplaya and Pa’an districts, 

KHRG, May 2009 and Brian McCarten, “Shoot first, talk later in Myanmar,” Asia Times Online, June 25th 2009. 
5 See Joint SPDC/DKBA attacks, recruitment and the impact on villagers in Dooplaya and Pa’an districts, 
KHRG, May 2009. 
6 See, Ongoing accounts of village-level resistance, KHRG, July 2009. 
7
 For a photo and testimony from a 17-year-old soldier forcibly conscripted by the DKBA and subsequently 

wounded by a landmine near Ler Per Her, see “Exploitation and recruitment under the DKBA in Pa’an District,” 
KHRG report from the field, June 29th 2009. 

8 See, Update on SPDC/DKBA attacks at Ler Per Her and new refugees in Thailand, KHRG, June 2009. 
9 The situation described by Saw P1--- included references to three other men, all with the same or similar 
names. Typical KHRG practice is to retain the first initial of source names while obscuring the rest with a series 
of three dashes. In this case, for the purpose of clarity, “Saw P1---,” “Saw P2---,” etc. have been used rather than 
four instances of “Saw P---.” 
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Ckm'D; tySRok;zdcH*RzJtylRuGHmw,Hm'H;b. w*RzJvgrhR4oDA2009eH. M. t0Jymzsg'D;utkupGg0Jb.C;  w>[h.w>ur. 
vXok; zdvX Ch>ylR zsJ;wz. t[H.zdCDzdtzDcd.M.vDRI  

 ?zJCh>zsJ;0HRpSRoDM. III ,zdcGg<A19eH. pDRAz2III<Ab.w>zD.vX ub.uJok;vX,vD>M.vDRIA'D;wXqSXxD.tDRql 
'H.ch.bH.th.ok;uvX> vXttd.zJAoIII'D;A&IIItbX.pXRM.vDRIAw>zD.,zdcGgcDzsd,Ch>zsJ;vXok;ylRtCdM. 
vDRIA'D;,rh>wuhRb.'D; t0Jub.rRok;vX,vD>M.vDRIA'D;t0Jrh>wtJ.'d;uJok;vX,vD>b.'D; ,rgub. 
CkySR'd;vJo;vX,vD>w*R'D;ub.[h.ph  50<000uF;(trJ&uRph 45I45'Dv.)M.vDRIA(zJ,Ch>zsJ;)M. ,ok; 
zdydm,cHvDRIAw*RM.trHRpDRAz3IIIIo;eH.A32eH. 'D;t*Rw*RM. pDRz4IIIA27eH.M.vDRIAt0Joh.cH*RvXmtd. 
'D;tp>[H.CDvDRIAcDzsdvXtCh>ydm,cHtCd< t0Joh.[H.zdCDzdph>ud;uG>qXrJmb.'D;w>uDw>cJ M.vDRIApDRz3III 
trgM. Acd.Elmw*hRtgtgtCd ySRwzD.tDRb.I Ab.q. tzdcGgvXtrHRrh> rIIIb.w>zD.tDR'D;qSXtDRql 'H.ch. 
bH.th.ok;uvXRM.vDRIAtw>ynd.vX tzD.ySRunDM.rh> 0J'fod; ySRoh.wz.rh>wtJ.'d;uJ'H.ch.bH.ok;vX 
t[H.zdCDzdvXtCh>zsJ;wz.tvD>M.b.'D; ub.ig0JySRt*RvX ph A50<000uF;(trJ&uRphA45I45'Dv.) vX 
t vD>M.vDRI/ 

'fw>xXql.ok;tusdRtod; 'H.ch.bH.th.< vXw>*h>weDRtusg zD.tD.tk.0Jo0Dzdo;p>to;eH.18eH.qltzDvmwz. 'D; 
rXql.'k;uJ0Jok;M.vDRI Aw>uGJ;to;zJtzDvmwz.tHR0J ch.th.t.uFH.ySRxXw>upD.zd rRw> xH.vdmoHuG>'D; ySRo;p> 
cH*RvX w>zD.tDRwbsDCDzJtvJRrRw>'H;ySRrRw>zdvXt'd;vJo;zJ wMqguD>q.<Az.t.uD>&h.ylRM.vDRIAzdo.ydmcGgcH 
*RtHR o;eH.td. 17'D; 19eH.w>zD.tDRutd.wvg'D;Ch>zsd;uGHm0JwcsK;vXw>xk;xD.tDRvXw>od.vd.vD>'D;qSXxD.tDR 
qlw>rJmng'H;b.'D;w>wJt0Joh.vX uymCkmvXw>[JxD.'k;ch.tJ.tJ.vfth.ok;td.w>vD>wz.M.vDRIA'H;tw>tk. 
o;'ftzDvmtod; vXw>od.vdtqXuwD>M. ydmcGgzdwz.tHRw'd;M. b.w>bl;w>vJ<AwtD.b.w>tD.vXvXySJRySJR 'D; 
zJt0Joh.rRw>vX tok;cd.y[H.usD;ylR'D;w'd;M>b.w>bl;w>vJb.q.w>wD>'H;t0Joh.M.vDRIAvXw>xH.vdmoHuG> 
tylRt0Joh.cH*RvXmpH;w>w*RCD'D;wbsDwcD. w*R0HRw*RM.vDRIAw>pH;qXwz.w>ymzsgtDR'H;vXvmtod;vDRIA 

 
1 9 eH.  pDR z IIIAz sgvXw > *DR y lR zJt 0JCh> z sd;vX'H. c h. b H. th. ok;w >  
od.  vdvD>  z JpU. u d. u dR <Az .t . uD> &h. y lR0 HR t vD> c HM. vDR IAt 0J c h.  
t h. t .uFH. vX t Ch> y lR zJs ;t o;c Dz sdw t J. 'd;'k;c h. t J. ,l. <c h. 
t J. tJ. vft h. b .t CdM. vDR IA(w > * DR = c h. th. t . uFH. )  

p DR c IIIA17 eH.  vXt Ch> ylR z sJ;w b sDCD'D;p DR z IIIcDz sdw tJ. 'd;u J'H. c h. b H.  
ok;z db . t CdM. vDR IAw > zDM. ql. t DR zJz . t . uD> &h. y lR 'D;r Xql. tDR vX
u w D> ok;w > r R vd0 HR t vD> c H<At 0JCh> z sJ;u GHm0 J'. M. vDR IA 
(w > *DR = c h. t h. t .u FH. ) 
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yoh.ngxJ'.vXt0Joh.rh>ySRwzkvXw>wDcd.&dmrJtDRvX zkuwdM.vDRIA 
    
rh>ewJyF;tgxD.ySRvX rh>w>qSXeRqlw>vD>zJvJ.'D; t0Joh.&h'D;ok'fvJ.rh>ewJyF;tgxD.ySRvX rh>w>qSXeRqlw>vD>zJvJ.'D; t0Joh.&h'D;ok'fvJ.rh>ewJyF;tgxD.ySRvX rh>w>qSXeRqlw>vD>zJvJ.'D; t0Joh.&h'D;ok'fvJ.rh>ewJyF;tgxD.ySRvX rh>w>qSXeRqlw>vD>zJvJ.'D; t0Joh.&h'D;ok'fvJ.IIII    
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yb.w>zD.ySRvXrIIItw>rRvD>zJyvJRrRpXRtw>tcgM.vDRI 
 
'D;ySRb.zD.wbsDCD'D;okcH*RtHRM>utd.ySJR*RvJ.'D;ySRb.zD.wbsDCD'D;okcH*RtHRM>utd.ySJR*RvJ.'D;ySRb.zD.wbsDCD'D;okcH*RtHRM>utd.ySJR*RvJ.'D;ySRb.zD.wbsDCD'D;okcH*RtHRM>utd.ySJR*RvJ.IIII    
 
ySRvXtb.zD.wbsDCDM. utd.tgM.'H;(10)*RM.vDRIA 
 
ySRvXto;eH.(18)eH.tzDvmMySRvXto;eH.(18)eH.tzDvmMySRvXto;eH.(18)eH.tzDvmMySRvXto;eH.(18)eH.tzDvmM. vXw>zD.tDRwbsDCD'D;okM.utd.ySJR*RvJ.. vXw>zD.tDRwbsDCD'D;okM.utd.ySJR*RvJ.. vXw>zD.tDRwbsDCD'D;okM.utd.ySJR*RvJ.. vXw>zD.tDRwbsDCD'D;okM.utd.ySJR*RvJ.IIII    
 
t*R(10)*RM.vDRI 
    
ySRvXto;eH.td.A15eH.qltzDvmM.uymCkmySJR*RvJ.ySRvXto;eH.td.A15eH.qltzDvmM.uymCkmySJR*RvJ.ySRvXto;eH.td.A15eH.qltzDvmM.uymCkmySJR*RvJ.ySRvXto;eH.td.A15eH.qltzDvmM.uymCkmySJR*RvJ.IIII    
 
,J>*Rrhwrh>Ck*RvXttd.zJw>(vD>wylRCD)'D;ySRM.vDRI 
 
oktd.b.vXw>od.vdylRySJRoDvJ.oktd.b.vXw>od.vdylRySJRoDvJ.oktd.b.vXw>od.vdylRySJRoDvJ.oktd.b.vXw>od.vdylRySJRoDvJ.IIII    
 
wvg 
 
vXw>od.vdtylRM.okrRw>rEkRvJ.vXw>od.vdtylRM.okrRw>rEkRvJ.vXw>od.vdtylRM.okrRw>rEkRvJ.vXw>od.vdtylRM.okrRw>rEkRvJ.IIII    
 
yb.usDysDwCmvXoh.y[H.usD;ylRM.vDRIAypk'D;pkrk><pkeXwz.b.'db.xH;e;e;uvJ.<Ab.q.yrh>td.bSH;M.<At0J
oh. xlySRrhwrh>wD>ySRM.vDRIAyrRw>woheDwrHRb.IA 
 
oh.y[H.tusD;M.rh>rw*Rtw>vJ.oh.y[H.tusD;M.rh>rw*Rtw>vJ.oh.y[H.tusD;M.rh>rw*Rtw>vJ.oh.y[H.tusD;M.rh>rw*Rtw>vJ.IIII    
 
rh>0J('H.ch.bH.th.ok;uh(999)'k;,R&J.usJRcd.)rD.cFH.oltw>M.vDRI 
 
rh>eoh.ngok;o&.vXtod.vdw>M.td.w*R*R{grh>eoh.ngok;o&.vXtod.vdw>M.td.w*R*R{grh>eoh.ngok;o&.vXtod.vdw>M.td.w*R*R{grh>eoh.ngok;o&.vXtod.vdw>M.td.w*R*R{gIIII    
 
yoh.ng'.xJqDutJ'D;uFD'd.trHRM.vDRIA 
    
ySRrXokvXoh.y[H.tusD;ylRw*RM.okoh.ngtrHR{gySRrXokvXoh.y[H.tusD;ylRw*RM.okoh.ngtrHR{gySRrXokvXoh.y[H.tusD;ylRw*RM.okoh.ngtrHR{gySRrXokvXoh.y[H.tusD;ylRw*RM.okoh.ngtrHR{gIIII    
 
rh>'.rD.cFH.olM.vDRIA 
 
vXw>od.vdtylRM.ySRtd.ySJR*RvJ.vXw>od.vdtylRM.ySRtd.ySJR*RvJ.vXw>od.vdtylRM.ySRtd.ySJR*RvJ.vXw>od.vdtylRM.ySRtd.ySJR*RvJ.    
 
ySRtd.0JoXu,R(300)vXw>od.vd.tvD>M.vDRI  
 
vXw>od.vdtqXuwD>M>rh>t0Joh.wJokw>wrHRrHR{gvXw>od.vdtqXuwD>M>rh>t0Joh.wJokw>wrHRrHR{gvXw>od.vdtqXuwD>M>rh>t0Joh.wJokw>wrHRrHR{gvXw>od.vdtqXuwD>M>rh>t0Joh.wJokw>wrHRrHR{gI  
 
t0Joh.wJ0JvX t0Joh.uqSXxD.ySRqlw>rJmngzA(ch.tJ.tJ.vfth.)Aok;uhA(7)A(z.t.uD>&h.ylR)AM.vDRI  
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zJw>rRvdqXuwD>ySR[h.okw>cGJ;w>,mvXuzD.usdeD>uD>{gzJw>rRvdqXuwD>ySR[h.okw>cGJ;w>,mvXuzD.usdeD>uD>{gzJw>rRvdqXuwD>ySR[h.okw>cGJ;w>,mvXuzD.usdeD>uD>{gzJw>rRvdqXuwD>ySR[h.okw>cGJ;w>,mvXuzD.usdeD>uD>{gIIII    
    
wysJzD.ySRb.IAvXw>od.vdtylRM.yb.ol'.xJusdt'dwz.M.vDRIAw>od.vdtqXuwD>M.wuwX>'H;b.M.vDRIA 
 
t0Joh.'k;tD.ok;w>tD.w>tDtw>td.o;td.'fvJ.t0Joh.'k;tD.ok;w>tD.w>tDtw>td.o;td.'fvJ.t0Joh.'k;tD.ok;w>tD.w>tDtw>td.o;td.'fvJ.t0Joh.'k;tD.ok;w>tD.w>tDtw>td.o;td.'fvJ.IIII    
 
t0Joh.[h.'.ySR[ko;'D;tHo.xJwpJ;zdM.vDRIAvXw>M>tCdwbsDwcDywtD.b.vXtD.vXtDb.IA 
 
vXySRqduht*D>t0Joh.td.'D;w>qg[H.ph>ud;{gvXySRqduht*D>t0Joh.td.'D;w>qg[H.ph>ud;{gvXySRqduht*D>t0Joh.td.'D;w>qg[H.ph>ud;{gvXySRqduht*D>t0Joh.td.'D;w>qg[H.ph>ud;{gIIII    
 
rh><AvXySRqgt*D>w>qg[H.td.vDRIAb.q.uoH.uoDwtd.tgtgb.I 
 
rh>t0Joh.rRpXRok;zd<Aok;zdt[H.zdCDzdrhwrh>ok;zdvXt[;xD.uGHmwz.rhwrh>ok;zdvXtb.'db.xH;vXusJ'fvJ.IArh>t0Joh.rRpXRok;zd<Aok;zdt[H.zdCDzdrhwrh>ok;zdvXt[;xD.uGHmwz.rhwrh>ok;zdvXtb.'db.xH;vXusJ'fvJ.IArh>t0Joh.rRpXRok;zd<Aok;zdt[H.zdCDzdrhwrh>ok;zdvXt[;xD.uGHmwz.rhwrh>ok;zdvXtb.'db.xH;vXusJ'fvJ.IArh>t0Joh.rRpXRok;zd<Aok;zdt[H.zdCDzdrhwrh>ok;zdvXt[;xD.uGHmwz.rhwrh>ok;zdvXtb.'db.xH;vXusJ'fvJ.IA    
    
t0Joh.w[h.rRpXRw>eDwrHRb.IAySRoh.wz.M.ub.rRw>vXtup>t*D>'.0JM.vDRIA 
 
qlrJmngeurR'fvJ.<AeuuhRu'guhRvXe[H.{gqlrJmngeurR'fvJ.<AeuuhRu'guhRvXe[H.{gqlrJmngeurR'fvJ.<AeuuhRu'guhRvXe[H.{gqlrJmngeurR'fvJ.<AeuuhRu'guhRvXe[H.{gIIII    
 
ywtJ.'d;uhRu'gvXyo0Db.I 

* 
 
Further background on forced recruitment by the DKBA and other deserter interviews 
conducted by KHRG can be found in the following reports: 
  
• Exploitation and recruitment under the DKBA in Pa’an District (KHRG, June 2009) 
• Joint SPDC/DKBA attacks, recruitment and the impact on villagers in Dooplaya and Pa’an  
districts (KHRG, May 2009) 
• Extortion and restrictions under the DKBA in Pa'an District (KHRG, March 2009)  
• Insecurity amidst the DKBA - KNLA conflict in Dooplaya and Pa'an Districts (KHRG, 
February  
2009)  
• Forced recruitment by DKBA forces in Pa'an District (KHRG, September 2008)  
• Daily demands and exploitation: Life under the control of SPDC and DKBA forces in Pa’an  
District (KHRG, September 2008)  
• Forced recruitment, child soldiers and abuse in the army: Interviews with SPDC deserters 
(KHRG, April 2009) 
• Interview with an SPDC deserter (KHRG, July 2008) 
• Life inside the Burma Army: SPDC deserter testimonies (KHRG, May 2008) 
• Growing up under militarisation: Abuse and agency of children in Karen State (KHRG, April  
2008) 
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