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,RvX,w'd;M>b.w>tD. tbl;t vJvXvXySJRySJR b.I  'D;tgM> 
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For other recent accounts by Burma Army deserters see, for example, Forced recruitment, child soldiers and 
abuse in the army: Interviews with SPDC deserters, KHRG, April 2009 and Interview with an SPDC deserter, 
KHRG, July 2008.  
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'D;zJ,td.  b.'D; ch.tJ.,lR tcg<A w> 'l.w>qX vX'k.'g'D;wHRoud;wz.M.wtd.b.I A,b.w>wl> vdmcD.qX 
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eD>up>*h>usdRcH*Rw*R< ArDRAZ===< Ato;td.A 18eH. 
rh>u;jyg 'D;uvHRxH;th&S;'D;uD> y ,DRuvkm'l. t*h> 
tusdRA ('fzsg vXw>*DRylRtod;tvXtxGJw u yRM. 
vDR)I At0J[J vX 0h>w0h>td. vX yuduD>'d.t ylR'D;wJ 
oud;w> 'D; ch. th.t.uFH.zJ vg zhR-bLR tg&HR 27oD 
2009eH. M. vDRI vXw>*h>t*Rwz.tusg< ArDR Z=== 
&SJjy;w>*h>w>usdzJ t0Jtd. vXok;w>od.vdtylRtcg< 
ySRzdo.vX to;eH.A 18eH. 'D;qltzDvmM.td. tg 
tg*D>*D>vDRI  Azdo. vXto; eH.td. A13eH.'D; 16eH.A 
wz. xD.ok;w>rRvd td.ph> ud;vDRI ch.th.t.uFH. 
rRw> oHuG>oH'd;'D; rDRZ=== tvXtySJRM.w> ymzsg 
xD.tDR 'fvmtod; M.vDRI  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
w>tk.o;oX *Rw*RvXtymCkmzJtHRM.rh>0J rDRcF===  o;eH.td. 
18eH.tw>tk.o; (zsgvXw>*DRt ph.wbh.)'D; t0JwJ oud;w>'D; 
ch.th. t. uFH.zJ vg zhR-bLR tg&HR 26oD 2009eH. M.vDRI  rDRcF===  b. 
w> zD.M> tDR vXuD>y,DRok; y'd. ok;zd             zJ 0h>wul.ylR qlvhRCd < AzJ t  0  JrR    
pXRtzHw>vXw>qgt vD> (us;)  0HRcH'D;uuhRqlt[H.tcgM.vDRI Aok; 
zd vX zD. tDR w*RM.qgtDRql rDRcF=== qlok;cd.w*Rttd.ph vXtvDR 
vX'D; (trJ&uRph 18$80 'Dv.) M.vDRI   A0HRtvD>cHArDRcF=== trHRym 
CkmvXuD>y,DRok;rk>tylR'D; p;xD.xD.0J'. ok;w>rRvdzJ vg,lR 2008 
eH.tylRM.vDRIA'ft0JwJzsgxD.0Jtod;< “,rd>,y>woh.ngvX, 
b.zD.'D; ,b.w>qSX,Rql ok; ylRb.I AwkRqXuwD>cJtHR,td. 
zJvJ.M.t0J oh.woh.ng'H;0Jb.M.vDRI/A w>uGJ;tvXtySJRvXw> 
rRw>xH. vdmoH uG>'D; rDR cF===A  M.ymCkm'fvX vm M.vDRI  
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vX w> xX zSd. ok; oDtvD> M . e td. b. qH; ,HmvJ.  
 
,wvJRtd.b.zJM.b.I A,b.w>qSX,Rqlok;w>od.vdvD>wcgwbsDCDM.vDRI Aw>od.vdvD>eD>*H>#A10td.ol.vDRt 
o; zJth.,. wDM. vDRI  
    

e oh. n gok; w> od. vdo&. trl' gcd. trHR { g 
 
rh>,oh.ngvDRI AtrHRrh> ok;cd. Apdv.xdvDRI  
 
vX ok; w> od. vd' Dwu wD> tylR e rRvdM . b. w> rEkR oh. wz. vJ.  
 
,rRvdM.b. 
ub.w>xDxD.bD.vDRusdqH;wz.'D;t0Joh.od.vdph>ud;ySRvXyub.c;usdz;'d.'fvJ.M.vDRIA'D;t*Rwcg w>vX , 
rRvd b.  M.rh>ub.uGHmpkrh.yd>'fvJ.'D;ub.*JRvd>uGJuh(cFJ;cXRpf)A'fvJ.M.vDRI AvXrk>CkeHR'D;rk>td.bSH;t eHRM> yb. 
pH.vX w> td.ql.td. chst*D>'D;yb.vJR vD>tbl; w>[;Ckoh.ngw>[;uG>uDw>M.vDRI  
    

vX e xD. ok; w> rR vdqX u wD> ySR xD. w> rR vdzdCh> zsJ; td. ySJR *R vJ.  
 
ySRtd.0J'.,J>*RCk*RvXt0Joh.Ch>ylRzsJ;to;zJw>rRvdqXuwD>M.vDRI  AcH*RM.w>zD.M>u'guhRtDR'D;tpkM.w> usDR 
wH> Cm tw>  'D; vJ;xH;'D;tcD.M.b.w>usDRwH>CmtDR'D;xH;wdvDRI At0Joh. b.0Htl;cJCkvd.vXtxX.0HcsX tylR 'D; b. 
w>wD>tDR'D;eD.wD>M.vDRI At0Joh.uvR*hRvXw>w'XEkmt0Joh.qlCdmylRb.M.vDRI  
 
ySR vX to; eH. td. A1 8eH. qltzDv mA[ JxD. ok; w> rR vdtHR M . td. ySJR * R vJ.  
 
ySRvXto;eH.A18eH.tzDvm td.0Jtgtg*D>*D>M.vDRI AySRvXto;eH.td.A13eH.'D;A16eH.wz. xD.ok;w>rRvdph>ud;vDRI 
AySRo;yS>utd.0Jt*RA50*RCmCmA(vXto;eH.td.vHA18eH.'D;qltzDcd.) 'D;ySRt*Rwz.rh>'.ySRvX to;eH.wxD. 
b;'H;A18eH.b.M. vDRI  AySRvXt o;eH.wySJR'H;A18eH.wz.t0Joh.rh>'.w>rXM>ql.tuJok;M.vDRI AzJok;w>rRvd0HRt 
vD>cH tg '. w>wuh>ySRoh.wz. M. Ch> ylRzsJ;to;vDRI  
 
ok; w> od. vd0HR tvD> cH<Aw> qSX e R qlw> vD> zJvJ.  
 
,b.w>qSX,RqlA(etz)cr&A (cD.chsok;&h.) #===M.vDRI A'D;ok;&h.cd.trHRrh>Au===IAvXok;&h.w&h. tylRM. ok;,J> 
td.0J'.  AoX ,JRrh wrh>AvGH>,JRvDR(vDR*R'ft0JtJ.'d;wJ0JvXok;qSh.vDR)$A'D;vXok;,JRw,JRtylRM.ok;zdtd.,J>*R rhw 
rh>Ck *RvDR$
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Arh>c;w,;uG>M. ok;'htd.0J'.vGH>'hvXok;&h.w&h.tylRM.vDRI AvX,RwcD,b.rRw>vXok; usdRA#1 tylR 

M. vDRI   Arhrh>vXok;&h.cd.wcDnDEk>t0Jtd.  vXok;uvXRtylRvDR$A,[l;*JRvXok;usdR#1AtylRutd.'.xJwEGHvDR< zJ, 
uhRwkRvXw>vDRcHqlok;uvXRtcg<A,e>[lvXySRweDR uCh>ylRzsJ;to;oh.oh.vDRI AvXw>M.tCd< ,wJvXb.oh. 
oh. ,R o emuh,uymzSd.xD.o;'D; t0Joh.vDRI A,b.xD.ok;w>rR vdvXCkvgtwD>ylR'D;,eD>up>eD.*H>rh>0J=== 
AM.vDRI  
 
b. rE kR tCde Ch> ylR zsJ; e o; vX ok; rk> vJ.  
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 A section is the smallest military unit in the Burma Army. Conventionally, three sections comprise a platoon, 

three platoons comprise a company and three companies comprise battalion. A column is a collection of 
companies. A full strength battalion can have over 300 soldiers. However, Burma Army battalions are almost 
always under strength. While a full strength section should include 10 -11 soldiers, Maung Z--- explained that 
there were only 5 or 6 people per section in his battalion.  



,b.vJREkmvXok;rk>ylRcDzsdvXw>zD.M>'k;uJM>ql.,Rok;tCdvDRI A,wtJ.'d;uJ;ok;b.tCd,Ch>zsd;uGHmvDRIA zJytd. 
vXok;uvXRylRtcg yb.vJR[;0h>0DRcD;w>vXmrk>qgrk>eRM.vDRIAyb.p;xD.[;vXACke.&H.wkRAwe.&H.A(zJzJtHRM. 
t 0J tJ.'d;wJ0J*DRcD{g[gcD{gM.wvDRwH>b.)I  
 
e &SJyF; ySR vX e Ch> zsd; tu sdtu sJR ' fvJ. M . u oh{ g 
 
,Ch>zsd;zJvXyqSXySRqgtcgM.vDRI A,e>[lvX,oud;oh.wz.uCh>zsd;tCd,uhRCh>u'guhRqlok;uvXR'fod;u[H; 
M>usdwcd.t*D>vDR$A,xXM.,oud;zdw*Rtusd'D;Ch>zsduGHmvXok;A (ok;uvXR)  Aqlok;u&X>tzsdwylRM.vDRI ,pH.'D; 
xD.uG>w>vXoh.cH'D; rRbX,o;vXoh.v.vXoh.cHM.vDR$Aok;zdt*Rwz.[;Ck0JySRvDRI t0Joh.rh>xH.b.zk;,R'D; 
,ub.w>rRoH,RvDRIA,utd.vX oh.cHwkRvXw>cHM.vDRI 0HRtvD>cH,pH.,HR'D;oh.M.'D;qJ;Ch>'fod;uylRzsJ;t*D> M. 
vDRI  
    

rh> e uhR [ H; M > u sdcsK ; wcd. cd. ' D; tu sdcsHwe DR { g 
 
rh><A,[H;M> MA1  (usdvXtxDwuvkm)Ckm'D;usdcsHA110 zsX>M.vDRI  
 
vX ok; rk> tylR M . ySR ok; zdw*R ' d; M >b. tvgvJxJvJ.  
 
y'd;M>b.xJ'. AwvgA15<000uF; A (trJ&uRphA14'Dv.)<Ab.q.yw'd;M>b.cJvXmb.I At0Joh. (cd.e>wz.)*kmM>ql. 
yvgvJ'D;[h.'.ySRxJA500 uF; (trJ&uRphA0$47'Dv.)vDR$ At0Joh.(cd.e>wz.)A[H;M>ok;zdvXtoHwz.<tvg vJ cJ vXm 
vDR$AwkRxD.qXuwD>cJueH.tHRt0Joh.w[h.uhR'H;ySRvgvJ A= AvXtrh>A35<000uF;(trJ&uRphA33'Dv.)M.'H; b.$A  
 
t0Joh.  ( uD> y,DR ok; cd. e > M > pdM > u rDR wz. ) rR pX R ok; zdwz. t[ H. zdCDzdvX u sJ' fvJ.  
 
t0Joh.eDR[h.vDRok;zd[H.zdCDzdwz.vXbko;<An.tk.'D;tHo.M.vDR$A 
 
rh> ok; cd. wz. [h. e R w> cGJ; w> ,mvX u ue . u vHR ' X{ g 
 
zJy[;0h>0DRtd.cD;w>tcgt0Joh.[h.ySRw>cGJ;w>,mvXuue.uvHR'XvDRIrhrh>vXt0Joh.wcDue.uvHR'XxDbdvDRI 
 
rh> e w> xH. vX e tztzDcd. td. ' fvJ.  
 
t0Joh.xD.'k;0JtySR (xHzduD>zd) w>vD>[D.u0DRoh.wz.vDR$Ab.q.vXt0Joh.wcD<AwJ0JvXch.tJ.,lRok;zdwz.t 
w>ul.b.ul.ohwtd.b.< t0Joh.A(ch.tJ.,lR)Awz.w>oh.nge>yX>wtd.tCdt0Joh.xD'gySR(etz) M.vDR$ t0J 
oh. (etz) oemuhys>vDR0Jydmrk.vXttd.wcD vXurRyd>xD.rh.yd>vXw>vD>weDR'D;0HRtvD>cHymur.0JvXch.tJ.,lR rR 
0JM.vDRIAtylRuGHmw,Hm'fb.ydmrk.w*Rb.w>rRoHtDRvXuFdzdwz.wcsK;vXtrRyd>xD. rh.yd>'H;b.M.vDRIA t0Joh. 
(uFdzdwz.)  A'D.wlmuGHtcd.o.CH'D;ys>xD.0JeD.uhvdR'D;vJRym0JvXusJrk>wbduyRM.vDRI A 
 
rh> e uhR u ' gu hR vX uD> y,DR ylR ( cX.o; ) bl. { g$A( ok; Ch> zsd; w*R tHR zJw > rR w> oHu G> qX u wD> t0Jtd. ' H; ' .vX u nDu D> pJ; ylR M . vDR )  
 
[XtXR<A,uhRvDRuhRvXuD>y,DRylR(cX.o;)wbl.b.$Ach.tJ.,lRwJ0J'.yrh>(ySRpH;qXw>'D;ok;Ch>zsd;vXt*Rwz.)rh> 
tJ.'d;uhR'D;t0Joh.uqSXuhRySRvDRIAb.q.yoXrXvXyuuhRvDRI 
 
rh> e tzrh> zD. M > uhR ok; Ch> zsd; wz. M . t0Joh. [h. ySR oh. wz. M . w> u r. 'fvJ.  
 
t0Joh.rRoH0JcJvXmvDRI At'd<AIt0Joh.qJ;M.ySRoh.wz.M.'D;w>pk.rhwrh>c;oH0J'D;usdvDRI Aw>tHR rh> (w>[h.w>ur.) 
vDR qD'.w> vXok; zdvXtCh>zsdpdmCkm'D;pku0JRwz.t*D>M.vDRI  
 
ySR vX tCh> zsd; wylR CD' D; e R td. ySJR *R vJ.  



,Ch>zsJ;wylRCD'D;,oud;w*RvDRIAt0JtrHRrh>Ar===$ 
 
cgqln ge w> &J. w> u sJR w> wdmw> y n d. td. 'fvJ.  
 
,uCkw>rRwcgvXw>vD>wvd.vd.'fod;urRM>phvDRI 
 

w> uGJ;zs gxD. A2A rDRAcFH= = = A ( ydmcGg <A18 eH.) <A0 h> wul. uD> 'd.A( zhR -bL Rtg &HRA2 00 9)  
    

rh> e &SJyF; ySR vX e b. vJR E kmwkR qlok; ylR ' fvJ. M . u oh{ g 
 
zJ,[JuhRvX,zHw>qgw>yShRtvD>(zJ0h>wul.ylR)< ,vJRqlqlvhRCdtcg'D;ok;zdvXttd.xDbd.ok;uvXR w*R td.ym 
pXRvHzJM.zD.,RM.vDRI  At0JwJ,RvXogu[h.,RphvDRI A0HRtvD>cHok;zdw*RM.qguGHm,R'D;phA20<000uF;A(trJ&uRph 
18I80'Dv.)qlok;cd.w*RvXtqh.eDRvXvmz;xHus;ylRM.vDRI  
 
e vJR EkmvDR qlok; ylR tqX u wD> zJvJ.  
 
,rReD.rk>eHRrk>oDvX,b.zD.M.wb.b. < Ab.q.w>od.vdp;zJvg,lRA3oDA2008eH.M.vDRIA,rd>,y>woh.ngvX 
ySRzD.,R'D;qSX,Rqlok;ylRM.b.IAwkRxD.vXqXuwD>cJtHR,td.zJvJ.M.t0Joh.woh.ng'H;0J b.I 
 
t0Joh. qSX e R qlw> &d> zSd. ymzSd. ok; oDtvD> zJvJ. wzsX . vJ.  
 
,b.w>qSX,Rql w>&d>zSd.ymzSd.ok;oDw>vD>#4AzJqU.bd.M.vDRIA,b.td.zJw>&d>zSd.tvD>utd.toDA20oDCmCm 
0HR'D;,b.w>qSX,Rqlt,.'DRok;w>od.vdvD>Apux
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 (10)AM.vDRIAw>od.vdtwD>rh>0JzJ===2008M.vDRI AySRxD. 

w>od. vd  zdtd.0JA250*RvDRIAw>od.vduFdcd.trHRM.,woh. ngb.IA,oh.ng'.ok; 'hcd.trHR'D; trHRrh>vXok; cd.pd 
x===M. vDRI  
 
t0Joh. od. vdw> rE kR oh. wz. vXw> od. vdtylR M . vJ.  
 
vXw>od.vdtylRM.t0Joh.od.vd<'k;w>,m&J.usJR<Aok;vDR&dcD<Apku0JRqH;wz.<Arh.yd>wz.<Aok;txg18 xH.'D;w> [; 
zk.vXoXeHRtwD>ylRA(w>od.b.C;b.td.rlvXySRylRt*h>) wz.M.vDRI Ayb.pH. “PT'” 'D;b. vJRrR vdo;vX w> vJR 
cD*mrh>yd>td. tvD>'fvJ.M.vDRIAyb.rRw>rRtuvkmvkmvDRI Aw>od.ys>zJ vgtD;uxdbX. 1oDA2008eH.M.vDRIA w>od. 
vdtqXuwD>rh> 0J'.vGH>vg'D;wcDM.vDRI  
 
vX w> rR vdtqX u wD> rh> ySR xD. w> rR vdzdCh> ylR zsJ; u GHmto; td. ph> u d;{ g 
 
rh>< ySRxD.w>rRvdzdCk*RCh>zsJ;vDRIvGH>*RM.w>zD.M>u'guhRtDR'D;cH*RM.ylRzsJ;0J'.vDRI At0Joh.ymySRxD.w>rRvd(vX 
tCh>zsJ;'D;w>zD.M.uhRtDRwz.)vXxH;wd tylR'D;wysJR t0Joh.uxD.w> od.vdtwDR wz.b.IAt0Joh.'X Ekmtl;cJvX 
xX.0HcsXtylR 
(vXtzD.M>uhRySRxD.w>rRvdzdCh>zsd;wz.)A'D;[h.w>uvk>vXySRoh.wz.M.ub.0H(xX.0HcsXvXtySJR'D;tl; cJ)A'D; rX 0J 
vX  upH.'D;rXql.ySRoh.wz.M.vXu[;vXcD.vh>cdvXusJtySJRvX>rJ;CJ;M.vDRI  
 
 
vX e u &l> ( w> rR vd) ylR M . ySR vX to; eH. td. A1 8e H. qltzDvmymCkm ph> u d; { g 
 
td.'D'l.vDRI ySRvXtrHzJ,uyRw*RM.to;eH.td.A18eH.tzDvmvDRI  

                                                 
3
 The interview may have meant Sa Ka Ka; the Burmese language acronym for Military Operation Command 

(MOC). Thus: MOC#10 



w> od. vd0HR tvD> cHe vJR td. b. zJvJ.  
 
w>od.vd0HRwbsDCD,b.uhRqlAcr& (===) trh>puc=(3) tySRvXttd.ol.vDRo;zJA[===0h>ucFh.uD>pJ;M.vDRI AySR 
ok;zd t oD,J>*R (vXw>od.vdvD>cX.o;)Ab.w>qSXt0Joh.qlok;&h.t0JM.vDRIAySRoh.wz.M.trHRrh>AcFg===<A 
r===<A'=== A(vXtrh>cFDuvkm'l.zd)<An=== (t0JM.[JvXucFh.uD>pJ;'D;,D>b.rh.yd>zJtHR(vXunDuD>pJ;ylR) 'D;t*R 
w*R rh>,R,eD>up>M.vDRI  
 
rh> e ok; &h. cd. trHR ' fvJ.  
 
,ok;&h.cd.trHRrh>vXAu===vDRI Ayok;&h.ylRM.xDbdok;&h.cd.rhwrh>ok;&h.cd.cHwtd.b.<td.'.wpd>wvD>ok;&h.cd. 
vDRI Ayok;'htd.,J>'hvDRIAok;'h(1)ok;'hcd.trHRM.,rReD.wb.vXRb.IAok;'h (2) ok;'hcd.trHRM.rh>ok;cd.pdArF===<Aok; 
'h(3) ok;'hcd.trHRM.ok;cd.pdAw===<Aok;'h (4) ok;'hcd.trHRM.ok;cd.pdAo==='D;ok'h (5) ok;'hcd. trHRM. ok;cd. pd 
u===vDRI ,RM.,td.vXok;'h(4)'D;yySRok;zdtd.0JA40 qH*RM. vDRIArhrh>vXok;&h.'D w&h. wcD ySRok;zdtd.0JA233*R M. 
vDRI  A'D;vXA233*R  AtusgM.ymCkmok; zd vXuh>*DR[;*DRwvXwySJR(cDzsdw>b.'db.xH;)Awz.cJvXmvDRI A 
 
e td. vX ok; ylR qH; ,HmvJ.  
    
,td.vXok;ylRutd.CkvgCmCm'D;rh>*H>Ckm'D;w>od.vdtqXuwD>M.bl;utd.weH.vDRI  
 
e eD> u p> e D> *H. M . 'fvJ.  
 
,eD>up>eD.*H.M.rh>===I 
 
*H> cD. xH; ok; w> od. vdtrJmn g<ok; w> od. vdvX t*kmt*R e b. rR vdb. td. wrHR rHR { g 
 
w>wcgM.'kurh>xJvXyrh>td.vXok;rk>ylRw>qXuwD>rh>,Hmr;vDRI  
 
e vJR b. vX ok; ysDR ylR w> [ l; w> *JR w> zH; w> rR M . ySJR bsDvHvJ.  
 
w>tHRrh>vX,*D>w>tcD>xH;uwX>wbsDvDRI 
 
b. rE kR tCde Ch> zsJ; vJ.  
 
,td.vXok;tylRM.bsJb.,RvHvDRI   cDzsdvXok;cd.pdwz.xl,R'D;wD>,RtCdvDRIAb.weHRAb.vX,td.wql.b.'D; 
ok;cd.vX,ok;'hylRvXtrHRrh>Ar=== [JvX,td.'D;wJ,RvXA?erh>td.wql.b.M.< vJRusD0.vXyS>ylR'D;w>wuHwu; 
uvDRr>uGHmvDRI”AA0HRtvD>cHvXyS>ylRM.t0JrXvX,,D;0.I Ab.q.,,D;wM>b.'D;t0J[H;M>uhR,usd'D;xl,csXCHcH 
xH.'D;'Ju'd;,rJmo.cHxH.M.vDRI AvXw>*h>wz.tHRtCd,Ch>ylRzsJ;zJw>M.0HRtvD>cHM.vDRI  
 
e ylR zsJ; vX u sJ' fvJ. M . wJyF; ySR wu hR 
 
zJ,Ch>tcg<,vDRb.w>eJ.vDRvX,ub.cd;w>vXw>tD.ymuDRtvD>M.vDRI ,b.w>rXvDR,RvX,ub.vJR[H; 
tD.rhR (vX utD.tDR)   t*D>M>vDRI A'D;zJM. ,R<cFg=== 'D; Ar===Ch>wylRCDM.vDRI Ab.q.r===M.ysHRw>'D;Ch>0Jwbl. 
vXmb.'D;td.wh>uhR0JM.vDRI (vXcH),e>[lvXt0JoHvDRI A'D;yvJRydmvDRvdRvdRw>-wDRwkRywkRql Cd.vdmusd wpk 
M.vDRI  
 
zJokCh> M . wHmwmokvX u sJAM . ySJR oDvJ.  
 
ywtD.b.rhRb.td.A11oDngM.vDRIvXA12oDeHRweHRM.yb.o*X>M.'D;csHup>weDRM.vDRI   
 



zJe Ch> zsJ; tcge pdmCkm' D; e u sdph> u d;{ g 
 
w>'k;uJxD.vXusJwDR'D;,usd'D;tH;cGhrJvDRr>uGHm0JvDR b.q.,oud;zdw*RM.tw> (tusd) td.'H;vDRIAw>'k;uJxD.vX 
bFL[R'D;ySR(ok;zdvXtCh>zJs;cH*R)vDRIA,oud;zdw*RvJRxD.vXugusJrk>cd.'fod;uCkusJvXyuvJRw>t*D>vDRI 'D;zJM. 
ok;zdvXbFL[Rwz.c;ySRcDzsdvXt0Joh.[;CkySRvDRIAw>'k;wHmwm,Hm0J,J>wkRwqHrH;eH;M.vDRI,pdm0J'. MA1'D;tcsH 
150=160'D;pkuGHmrh.yd>wzsX.ph>ud;vDRI A 
 
vX e tzok; rk> tylR M . ySR ok; zdw*R ' d; M > b. vgvJwvg*D> xJvJ.  
 
ySRok;zdw*R'd;M>b.vgvJwvgA21<000uF; (trJ&uRphA19I72'Dv.) M.vDRI Ayw'd;M.b.vgvJySJRySJR'fw>ymyeD.  tDRt 
od; M.b.IAt0Joh.[H0JA5<000 uF;vXuymzSd.CmphvXphwX;tylRM.vDRIA zJt0Joh.eDR[h.vDReD>cdw>rRuqSJ uqSDt*D> 'f 
trh>w>vlRc;ql.tyd;tvDwbsDv>v>t0Joh.xk;M>uGHm0JtyShRvXyvgvJtylRvDRIA'Dwvg*D>y'd;M>b.uhRxJA3<000  
wkR 4<000 uF;(trJ&uRph2I82wkRA3I76'Dv.)M.vDRI  
 
vX w> cl. vDR ySR oHt*D> rhwrh> w> wh w> zsDtrl; t*D> rh> e b. [ h. w> vX mbl. vX mphph> u d; { gA'D; e b.[ h. pH;tgvJ.  
 
t0Joh.wJ0JvXw>rRbl.t*D><yo;td.rRbl.xJvJ.M.yrRbl.ohvDRIAb.q.zJyvJR[h.(ph) wbsD< t0Joh.uGJ;eD. Cm0J 
vXyb.[h.A500 wkRA1<000 uF; (trJ&uRphA0I74AwkR0I94A'Dv.) M.vDRI Ayo;rh>wvDRyvdm'D;t0Joh.b.q.< t0J 
oh.  [H;M.uGHmyphvDRI  
 
vX ok; &h. cd. w*R <wvg M . ' d; M > b. vgvJwvgxJvJ.  
 
ok;&h.cd.w*RM.'d;M>b.0JvgvJtgM.A200<000 uvD>uF;(trJ&uRphA187I80'Dv.)  'D;t0Joh.'d; M>b.0JySJRySJRvDRI 
 
rh> ok; zdvX td. ' D; [H. zdCDzdwz. ' d; M > b. w> rR pX R vXvX ySJR ySJR { g  
 
t0Joh.'d;M>b.w>tD.[h.eDRvDRvXvXySJRySJRvDRI t0Joh.'d;M>b.vmz;Ch< w>Ek>xH<  bko;'D;odtD.M.vDRIArh>t0Joh.'d; 
M>b.phxJvJ.'k,woh.ngvDRwH>b.= ,qdurd.'kweHRt*D>t0Joh.'d;M>b.0JA500uF;(trJ&uRphA0I47'Dv.)M.vDRI  
 
vX ok,J> *R tu sgM . ySR vX tCh> zsJ; tqdu wX > w*R M . rh> zJvJ. w*R vJ .  
 
vX,u&l>ylRM.ok;zdvXtrHRrh>Ar===rlRoH;'D;b.w>wD>tDR'D;w>xltDRvXok;cd.w*R'D;t0J'd;M.b.yod.w>qg'D; 
b.w>qSXtDRqlw>qg[H.'D;t0JCh>zsd;uGHmvXw>qg[H.M.vDRIAt0Jrh>ySRvXtqduwX>w*R(Ch>zsJ;)AM.vDRIAt0JylRzsJ;
uGHmvDRI At0JteD>up>eD.*H>M.rh>===M.vDRIAySRcHzkwzkM.rh>,R'D;cFg===M.vDRI  
 
t0Joh. rh> zD. M > uhR ok; zdvX tCh> ylR zsJ; to; wz. M . rR 0J' fvJ.  
 
rhrh>vXw>vD>cHM.

4
<t0Joh.zXEkmvDR(ok;zd;)vXukmylR< 0HR'D;qSX0Jqlok;CdmylRM.vDRI tqdt0Joh.u'kmCm0JvXw>'k; Cm  

tylRvXwvgrhwrh>cHvg0HR'D;ymvDRqlCdm (vXw>qXuwD>wcg) ylR< 'd;oMRxD.to; vXySRok;zdw*R M.Ch>zsJ;'fvJ.t 
*h>M. vDRIA(tcDynD=ok;zdw*RM.Ch>zsJ;pdmCkm'D;pku0JRrhwrh>wpdmCkmb.M.vDR) 
 
vX ok; rk> tylR M . ok; zdwz. rh> w> [ h. tcGJ; vXu u e. u vHR ' X { g 
 
rh><Ayue.uvHR'Xoh0JvDRI At0Joh.w-wD0JvXwb.ue.uvHR'XM.b.I  
 
e wJyF; ySR e w> vJR cDzsdp; xD. vX e vJR E kmvDR vX ok; ylR oDoD' D; xD. qX u wD> vX e Ch> zsJ; wpkM . u oh{ g 
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 Here, the ‘rear” is being used to mean firmly SPDC-controlled areas including larger towns (like Pa’an)in 

Karen State as well as central Burma more generally as opposed to the contested ‘frontline’ areas.  



p;xD.vXw>od.vdtuFd'D;vJRwkRvXok;&h.M.tqdyxH.vdmo;'D;ok;cd.pdAr===vXok;&h.tylRM.vDRI At0JwJySR?'hzd 
oh.wb.o;qH;w*hRIAvXok;ylRM.nDnDzdvDRIAw[gngtHRbl.td.wcgvDRIAokvJRuG>w>rRu'gySRtrJmtw>'k;eJ.oh0J
vDRI”A0HR'D;t0J[h.ySRw>vD>w>usJvXyub.td.M.vDRIAzJ,td.vXw>ymzSd.ok;oDtvD>cX.o;tcg< ,R'D;cFg=== 
wX.yD.oud;vXyrh>uhRwkRvXok;&h.M.<AyuymuDRymph'D;Ch>zsd;vDRIAzJyuhRwkRvXok;&h.wbsD< yw'd;M.b.vgvJb. 
tCduCh>zsJ;t*D>yCh>wohb.IAytd.b.vXw>vD>cH

5
xJ'.wvg{dR'D;yb.vJRqlw>rJmngvDRIAyysHRw>'d.r;vDRI zJvX 

w> rJmngM.yb.xD.xD.vDRvDRupX>vDRI Aok;cd.'lySRvDRI A,o;vDRp>vDRI AzJyvJRwkRqlok;uvXRwbsDok;puDRAr=== 
'D; ,RM.wzSdmvdmo;b.I AxDbdyth.vdmqd;uhRvdmo;vDRI AvXcH< t*RweHRzJ,td.wql.tcg'D; (ok;puDRAr===) rX,R 
vXuvJRusD0.<'D;t0JwD>,R<xl,R'D;zJM.0HRtvD>cH,Ch>zsd;uGHmvDRI 
 
b. C; ok; rk> tw> [ l; w> *JRwz. M. < Ab. C; 'D;  e ok; &h.  tw> &h' D; ySR 0Hw> zd' D; u vkm' l. wz. M . e w> xH. w>  qdu rd. td.  ' f vJ.  
 
vXcd.e>wz.tusg<cd.e>td.0J'.weDRvXrh>cd.e>vXt*hR'D;weDRM.wrh>t*hRb.IAb.q.cd.e>vXtw*hRb.M.td.0J
tgvDRI Arhrh>vXok;w>[l;w>*JRwz.M.< t0Joh.td.'D;tD.rHvDRI At0Joh.vlRydmxGJt0Joh.tw>uvk>vDRb.q.w>rh> 
rXt0Joh. [l;*JRvX[D.u0DRylRt0JtHRrhwrh>[D.u0DRt0JM.M>< t0Joh.wrRxGJ0Jb.IAt0Joh.ymzsgxD.[D.cd.*DR'D;w> 
*DRt,DRtbs.vXt0J oh.'dM>0Jwz.M.vDRIAt0Joh.rXySRCdmzdwz.A(ySRb.w>ur.ySR0Hw>zd)ArRw>rRtgtg*D>*D> M. 
vDRIAt0Joh.rXySRCdmzdvJR0HxHvXuD.ylz;'d.tylR'D; (ok;zdwz.) ydmt0Joh.cH'D;usdM.vDRI Ab.C;'D;uvkm'l.zdwz. wcD 
, w>wJwtd.eDwrHRb.I 
 
' DoM R xD. o; vXe w> vJR cDzsdtzDcd . < Ae w> xH. td. vX e tzok; rk> tzDcd. td. ' fvJ.  
 
'fySRwJ0Jtod;<Aetzok;rk>oh.wz.tHRoDcg'.vJ.ymvDR0JqlCdmylRvDRIAok;rk>M.w*hRb.I AvX,Rw*Rw>xH.M.At0J 
oh.td.'D;w>0Hw>egwJjyJ>'D;rk>uDRvHRvXtylRvDRI 
 
e tzrh> zD. M > uhR ok; zdvX tCh> zsJ;Ckm' D; u sdwz. M . t0Joh. rR ySR wz. M . 'fvJ.  
 
t0Joh.rh>zD.M>u'guhRA(ok;zdCh>zsJ;wz.M.)AvXw>rJmngM.t0Joh.urRxGJ'foJp;tod;M.vDRI At0Joh.urRoH0JwbsD 
CDvDRI ok;zdwz.pdmCkmusd*hRwpdmCkmusd*hR< t0Joh.rRoH0JcJvXmvDRI At0Joh.rh>zD.M>0JvX0h>ylRwcD< qSX0J(ok;Ch>zJs;)ql 
uGD>bsD.M.vDRI Aok;zdvXCh>zsJ;rh>wpdmCkm'D;usdb.wcD[H;M>0J*h>0DvXuGD>bsD.ylR'ftrh>uGD>rh.vXok;w>Ch>zsJ;'D;t0JydmcGg 
(ok;zd)Aub.w>'XEkmvDRtDRqlCdmylRvDRI  
 
zJok; w> [l; w> *JR qX u wD> t0Joh. &h' D; ySR 0Hw> zdwz. M . ' fvJ.  
 
vXw>rJmngM.< zJySR0Hw>zdwz.0Hw>zdw>vHRwM>b.qXuwD>< ok;cd.pdvXcr&=== wz.'D;=== wD>t0Joh.'D;t0Joh. 
(ok;cd.pdwz.) wkR'.vJ.wJ0JvX uc;oHySR0Hw>zdwz.'D;tusdM.vDRI Ab.C;'D;w>tD.w>tDM.< t0Joh.[h.tD.0JA 
(xJ'.)ArhR'D;yJbDcsDxD.0J'D;xHM.vDRIAySR0Hw>zdwz.b.rRw>rRtgtg *D> *D>M.vDRI  
 
vX e w> vJR cDzsdtzDcd. w> b. C; ' D; e tzok; M . e tJ. 'd; wJw> *h> td. ' H;wrHR rHR { g 
 
,tJ.'d;wJvXok;cd.wz.w*hRb.'D;ok;puDRwz.ph>ud;w*hRb.IAt0Joh.rh>ySRol.tXo;oD'D;td.'D;w>ymxD.xDo;cD 
zdsqdurd.vDRto;vXA?,rh>ok;cd.rhwrh>ok;cd.pdvX'd.w*RvDRI/  
 
rh> ySR td. 0Jtgtg*D> *D> vX o; td. vJR E kmrR ou d; w> 'd; ok; M . { g 
 
rh>< AySRtd.0Jtgtg*D>*D>vXt0Joh.b.vJREkmqlok;ylRcDzsdteD>up>tw>o;pJwtd.0Jb.M.vDRI

6
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 See footnote 

6
 While some deserters from the Burma Army previously interviewed by KHRG willingly enlisted, many told 

KHRG that, like many others, they later deserted due to poor conditions and mistreatment. See for example, 
Forced recruitment, child soldiers and abuses in the army: interviews with SPDC deserters, KHRG, April 2009.  



Further background on the situation of soldiers in the Burma Army can be found in the 
following reports by KHRG and other organisations:  

• Forced recruitment, child soldiers and abuse in the army: Interviews with SPDC 
deserters, KHRG, April 2009  

• Interview with an SPDC deserter, KHRG, July 2008  
• Life inside the Burma Army: SPDC deserter testimonies, KHRG, May 2008  
• Growing up under militarisation: Abuse and agency of children in Karen State, KHRG, 

April 2008  
• Sold to Be Soldiers: The Recruitment and Use of Child Soldiers in Burma, Human Rights 

Watch, October 2007. (Available at http://hrw.org/reports/2007/burma1007/)  
• Interview with an SPDC child soldier, KHRG, April 2006  
• My Gun Was as Tall as Me: Child Soldiers in Burma, Human Rights Watch, October 

2002. (Available at www.hrw.org/reports/2002/burma/)  
• Abuse Under Orders: The SPDC and DKBA Armies through the Eyes of their Soldiers, 

KHRG, March 2001  
 
Photos of Burma Army soldiers are presented in KHRG Photo Gallery 2008 (June 2008), KHRG 
Photo Gallery 2007 (updated November 2007) and KHRG Photo Gallery 2006 (updated March 2007). 
These and other reports are available on the KHRG web site at www.khrg.org.  
 
 

                                                                                                                                                         
 
 
 



 


